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"Forts  are  the  chief protection  of  a  kingdom  ” 

-The  Ajnapatra,  an  early  18th  century  treatise, 
written  by  Ramachandra  Amatya 

Introduction 

Fortifications  are  military  constructions  and  buildings  designed  for  defence  in 
warfare  and  military  bases.  The  term  is  derived  from  the  Latin  word  fords'  (strong) 
and  facere't to  make). 

Fortification  was  considered  essential  initially  during  the  earliest  times  for 
protection  against  wild  animals.  Subsequently  as  habitations  progressed  and 
prospered  because  of  the  possibility  of  hostile  attacks,  it  was  necessary  to  provide 
protective  fortifications  to  cities  and  towns  and  also  raise  armies  to  defend  them. 
The  development  of  weaponry  and  armament  evidently  had  a  considerable 
influence  on  the  design  and  development  of  fortifications.  Proliferation  in  the  art 
and  science  of  fortifications  provides  an  index  to  the  political  climate  in  India 
during  the  various  periods  of  her  history.  Uruk  in  ancient  Sumer  (Mesopotamia)  is 
one  of  the  world's  oldest  known  walled  cities.  Some  settlements  in  the  Indus  Valley 
Civilization  were  also  fortified. 

Karnataka  has  a  long  history  of  fort  construction.  No  other  region  of  India  has  forts 
as  the  region  of  Deccan  which  includes  parts  of  Maharashtra,  Karnataka  and 
Andhra  Pradesh.  The  Satavahanas  in  the  3rd  and  4th  centuries  C.E.  are  said  to  have 
built  the  earliest  forts  in  Karnataka.  Remnants  of  fort  walls  have  been  found  in 
Sannati,  Aihole,  Banavasi  etc. 

Numerous  forts  were  constructed  by  the  Kadamba  rulers.  The  Badami  fort  is 
another  ancient  fort  built  in  543  C.E.  by  Pulikesi  I  of  Chalukya  dynasty.  It  was 
built  in  the  middle  of  a  sloping  hill.  The  Chalukya  forts  of  Badami  and  Aihole  can 
be  seen  even  today. 

The  Gangas,  Rashtrakutas,  Kalyana  Chalukyas  and  Hoysalas  built  innumerable 
forts  from  8th  to  12th  centuries  C.E.  Practically  all  the  towns  Bidar,  Raichur, 
Belagola,  Chikmagalur,  Talaguppa,  Halebid,  Bellary,  Kolar  and  many  more  had 
forts.  With  the  medieval  period  there  was  great  progress  in  the  art  of  warfare.  This 
led  to  changes  in  fort  building.  The  height  of  the  fortress  walls,  watch  towers  and 
depth  and  width  of  canals  increased.  New  plants  and  features  were  introduced  in 
the  moats. 

From  13th  century  C.E.  up  to  18th  century  C.E.,  Karnataka  forts  show  Persian, 
British  and  French  influence.  We  see  such  forts  at  Hampi,  Gulbarga,  Bijapur, 
Raichur,  Chitradurga,  Kittur,  Srirangapatnam  etc.  These  forts  have  canals  and 
walls  round  the  forts,  embellished  with  high  domes,  hole  in  the  front  walls  to  fire 


sRcfrtft  cpf  cfq  4RU  Temple  of  Banavasi  fort 


4-i «ti  tpff  Kittur  Chennamma  Fort 


4R¥qFFF  4  pr  ¥t4  1 1  ff  ^ft  cfj  ft4  347  7sii$Aii,  trm't  4Rtt4, 
¥v1Mcil  4>4  ¥5^.  FcU-j  %  fel 7¥¥4  7(4  4414  4  ¥4  7^¥  FR  ullri  4  I 
f^FTFFFF  ^4  %  ¥t4  3TR  500  f47.4f  4R(R  spfT  1 1  Rfj4  ^f5T  tt^  ft*  I  Id 

FFf4  ^4  t  cTSTT  4RFFFFF  c£if  4  Rh  vrlcH^jf  t  ¥l  f%  57R  4  TTR  ¥74  ^TeT  ^4f 

^)WTt  I 

¥¥f4  cptfee^f  4  3Pt4  37sf¥lR5f  3  «  74¥T  %  ¥T2T— 7¥3T  ^4  ¥¥(4  Tf77  F^TR  f^TT 
t  F7FJ  F7FT  7(4  f 4%R  4rftfR^  R«ffcr  47  T777FT  ¥F  F^TTF  TTTTFffRlTt  F^T  Ft  F7FT  I 
FTF:  T^f  ^T^Tf  47  W  FTF  4  ft-FTT  4  I  f4f47T  cfR  FT  ^TT  W1R,  FFT7F5  cTFI 
TTf&H  %  cjj^  TRFt  4  4m  ¥7  ¥7(7777  1 1 

4f47(7  TpTF  4  17<4  TT^T  77777  FFTf,  Tfrtftt  3fR  HdHhft'  cf?T  ^444i  7f4  377F77  FFxF 
f4F7  FFT  I  FFF  %  F7F  efft  FFF  777(7  ^4441  %  cRRf4  4  7(4f  f44R  sKdN  F# 
377FT  vr| <s) fch  cfpf  yqdN  FTSTT  47  cRt^,  F>dl  3fR  FfsRTRt  %  f4T(77F  4  3774 
TTFeTR  %  <FKUI  3T77T?F7f7  4  |  F7F4F  FFTjfiF  TfTTj  F^rti  4  ft'-Hlftld  FT  |  ¥F  F¥Ft  F7 
F¥  Tf774  cJTef  ^ I KH ch>  37f4  7TF7FT7,  ^4  F2F  ^TR  FFTT  3fR  TTTFTl  sRdlft  cfft  FTF 

>h  vh  i  ere  4  3Tcp?r  Fgftf  ctstt  fr¥777  tr  ff4f  7(774  4  1 

y  IrtH  cTSTT  F£F  cRef  47  FFF  q^ftd  ¥JK,  HSd  3m  4l  3(4h  77FT  FdlrUm  TJR^cll  F 
F7F777  47  fcR  3T7F  4f  ^ftrtF  F7  4  3777(74f  7(77  4t¥  1 1  KHlftlcb  f%^  f^TcF  7787 
ftld7*IKF  %  SRRR  4  FTF  RTT^  ¥74  sff,  ¥77  cik^c^k  ^4  yK^^ell  7f4  ^Tf 

¥TT7F7  4  WTcT  4,  4  ¥RfF7  4  I 

(4id7^iK-d  47  RmrgTTK  ¥4  4  ^4  fsr  544f  ¥¥7  ttfttt  ¥R7ra4  4  ttt4  rt4  1 1 
¥T77T  7(4  ¥r4Rf  ¥§¥  W(chl4lH  ^4441  7f7T  #¥¥T75¥I¥5f  47  § fcl 6 KH  4  ¥FWj4 

7S7H  t  ¥8¥  ¥F  3F¥  44f  4  i^FT  FS77  f4f4[^  1 1 

yixflH  ¥ r4R7  ¥lf4<ri|  4  ^4 

77l4t¥  ¥§¥  ¥W7¥lc4d  77Tf4c¥  4  ^4  TfTT  ¥777777  7t4(  7IW7  7(4  ^7a¥  tRl44l  ^ rill (4 
4  1 1  ^4  ¥7^  7fT7  ¥¥¥¥  RT^TcT  ¥7^  '54¥'  4  1 1  Tf77  ¥4  t  -  f^4t  4(  R-STTF 

777(7  tt|774  7(4  ¥(4hi4,  t4  ^7  ¥¥7(4  RaTfrT  3fR  ¥74  3TR  7f4  ¥774  ¥§¥  73¥7(4 
Hd^dl  ¥7  f44^  7(7774 1 1 

54  7TSF  54t7¥  ¥f4  Tf77  Cf4¥  ¥4  44t,  TfTcq^Rf,  ¥jfrT¥7¥5ft,  44r(¥77¥it,  5¥¥t, 
f47c¥  ¥¥7  77T¥J¥7¥777  4  F7¥7  ¥7777  1 1 

FF  Ri^cT  5lHcb4  ¥7¥7  4  ^4441  ¥§¥  ¥¥47  f4T(77¥  ¥7  FTf77¥  F7eT777  1 1  44f  4 
¥774  5774  54  3fR  ^4441  7(77  7t4f  ¥7¥T  ¥77777  1 1  ^7  ¥7^  (5^  f4fT  7777  7f77¥)  FRcR 


guns.  The  Vijayanagar  fort  had  500  km  of  walls  around  it.  Chitradurga  tort  had  a 
massive  hill  fort  and  Srirangapatnam  had  a  water  fort  resembling  such  forts  in 
Europe. 

Although  Kautilya  in  his  Arthashastra  advocated  the  provision  of  forts  along  the 
boundary  of  a  kingdom,  due  to  unique  geographical  conditions  in  India  it  could 
not  be  successfully  implemented.  Often  the  forts  were  situated  in  the  central  part 
of  various  kingdoms,  as  is  clearly  seen  from  the  distribution  of  forts  in  Rajasthan, 
Maharashtra  and  in  several  states  of  South  India. 

Great  importance  has  been  given  to  the  fortifications  of  the  towns  and  cities  in 
India  from  the  Vedic  period  to  the  1 7th  century.  With  passage  of  time,  the  nature  of 
fortifications  does  not  seem  to  have  changed  radically  or  significantly  though 
certain  changes  were  necessary  to  suit  new  armament  in  the  offensive  and 
defensive  strategies  of  warfare.  The  Indian  subcontinent  was  usually  divided  into 
numerous  kingdoms.  The  kings  who  ruled  over  them  displayed  the  grandeur  and 
affluence  of  their  courts  through  the  beautification  of  the  forts  of  important  cities 
and  towns. 

Important  fortified  cities  and  palaces  of  ancient  and  medieval  India,  therefore, 
present  a  formidable  and  aesthetically  picturesque  appearance  which  still  attracts 
worldwide  attention  and  admiration.  This  is  believed  to  be  the  result  of  due 
importance  given  to  fort  planning  in  the  Shilpa  Shastras ,  the  canonical  books  of 
the  Hindu  craftsmen.  The  architects  who  specialised  in  the  branch  of  fort 
architecture  were  known  as  durga  karinah. 

There  are  innumerable  forts  and  fortified  cities  which  dominate  the  landscape 
throughout  India  and  are  built  according  to  the  norms  laid  down  by  the  Shilpa 
Shastras.  Ancient  and  medieval  fortifications  of  India  occupy  a  prominent 
position  in  the  history  of  military  architecture  which  is  quite  distinct  from  the 
development  point  of  view  of  the  fortifications  in  other  countries. 

Forts  in  Ancient  Indian  Literature 

In  ancient  and  medieval  Indian  literature  the  term  durga  is  generally  applied  to  all 
kinds  of  fortifications.  The  word  durga  seems  to  have  originated  from  the 
Sanskrit  word  'durgam' meaning  difficult  to  trespass  signifying  the  importance  of 
a  strategic  site,  a  strong  wall  and  a  moat  to  make  it  an  impregnable  stronghold. 

Forts  and  fortified  cities  find  frequent  mention  in  Indian  literature  such  as  the 
Vedas,  Kalpasutras,  Smriti  Shastras,  Niti  Shastras,  Pur  anas,  the  Shilpa  and  Vastu 
Shastras. 

This  vast  store  of  knowledge  throws  considerable  light  on  the  development  and 
growth  of  fortifications  in  India.  The  earliest  references  to  the  forts  and  fortified 
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cities  are  to  be  found  in  the  Vedas.  Pur  (strengthened  earthwork)  is  a  word  of 
frequent  occurrence  in  the  Rig  Veda  and  later,  meaning  “rampart”,  “fort”  or 
“stronghold”.  A  fort  ’full  of  kine'  ( gomti )  is  mentioned  indicating  that  strongholds 
were  used  to  hold  cattle.  The  cattle  were  invariably  threatened  by  wild  animals. 
This  must  have  necessitated  some  sort  of  protective  barriers  or  fencing  during  the 
early  stages  of  civilization  which  were  improved  upon  subsequently  with  the  use 
of  mud,  brick  and  stone  for  the  fortification  of  towns. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  in  the  methods  of  fortification  as  the  need  for 
protection  intensified  in  the  subsequent  period.  The  art  of  warfare  also  gained 
importance,  which  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  Dhanurveda  is  known  to  be  a 
branch  ( Upaveda )  of  Yajurveda  which  expounds  the  classification  of  various 
kinds  of  forts.  This  classification  is  universally  accepted  in  India  though  few  more 
were  added  to  this  list  during  succeeding  periods  by  various  authorities. 

The  different  types  of  forts  are  as  follows: 

Bhudurga  or  Nagaradurga  (City  Fort  on  a  plain  terrain) 

Giridurga  or  Pan’atdurga  (Mountain  Fort) 

Jaladurgci  (Water  Fort) 

Dhanvandurga  (Desert  Fort) 

Naradurga  (Man-made  Fort) 

Mahidurga  (Mud  Fort) 

Vanadurga  (Forest  Fort) 

The  description  of  forts  and  their  classification  are  found  in  the  Puranas,  notably 
the  Agni  Parana,  the  Matsya  Parana,  the  Devi  Parana  etc.  According  to  Agni 
Parana  the  king  should  make  his  residence  in  a  fort.  In  Mahabharata  and  the 
Manasmriti,  we  find  ample  references  to  forts  and  fortifications. 

The  boundaries  of  various  kingdoms  were  always  in  flux  depending  on  the 
strength  or  weakness  of  the  ruler.  The  realm  used  to  be  divided  into  various 
provinces.  The  protection  of  each  provincial  boundary  was  the  responsibility  of 
the  jagirdars  or  the  provincial  satraps  who  in  general  were  interested  in  keeping 
their  own  position  and  jagirs  secure.  They  were  prone  to  change  their  loyalties  to 
meet  this  end.  The  forts  were  thus  meant  to  protect  the  local  treasury  and  provide  a 
shelter  to  the  people  in  the  region  during  the  political  upheavals. 

Pataliputra,  Taxila,  Kashi  etc.,  were  some  of  the  notable  fortified  cities  of  the 
Mauryan  period.  Based  on  the  account  of  Megasthenes,  Pataliputra  was  situated 
on  the  confluence  of  the  Ganges  and  the  Son  rivers  and  was  more  than  nine  miles 
in  length  and  one  and  half  miles  in  breadth.  It  was  protected  by  a  wooden  wall  and 
in  front  of  it  was  a  moat  for  defence  and  sewage  of  the  city.  The  city  wall  was 
crowned  with  570  towers  and  had  64  gates.  The  palace  was  in  the  centre  of  the  city 


yajn  ttft  ft?  cts  m  Rcttft  ftmrft  ^4  4?t  trft?t 

Jaladurga  fort  on  the  bank  of  Krishna  river 


Entrance  to  Bellary  fort 


^hdl^l  R1RR%  yiKHch  RRRTJTTeT  (1684— 1710)  UTRT  1 7cft  %  3RT  3  feRsff.  'ftm 
RRR  rIsTT  RTRcT  eft  xj^cp  1 1  XJRRR  3  eft  RTRRRT  7TR  RTRtR 

%  TTcf>  gtsq  3RRR 1 1 

feftTRRRR  RTR  %  ttimcp  ftl  RR,  Rtlff?cq  cT^TT  RTRRIRoR  %  RTRSTR  2)  I  ]pf%  Rdd  ^ 
R1  ftftR  MET  feTRsl  Rft,  fftR^  RTR  ft-'tRsl  RlcHKH’  RR  '3RRTR  ^cicpR',  ftt  Rif 
■ftvrMI  RRfcfttR  MRIR  ^IcHel  1 1 

fcT^  cflR  RR  TJRSR  cp  feRJ  RRTft  Rif  ^  RTRcflR  Rrf,  Reft  Rl  3TRft  ^  ftft 
RrcI  RRTRR  Ip  RTRR  RTRftcT  RRft  t?  |  ^Rff  RRRR  eft  RRRRR  3fk  RTfvP  RT  JR^R 
?RT  1 1  RTRcflR  f^eff  eft  EflRft  3TTRcflR  RR  Rift,  Rvft  cTSTT  RRejcT  ftcfr  t  3fr?  RTRTR 
RR  si'll  RlRM  4Hl\!  t>,  ft)  M6')  ?<ft  ftftR  R^R  cTR  fttR  RTlft  %  RR  3TRff  §5)  I 

RNcfld  RR)  ft)  3PR  fct^lTcIT  RR%  RTRTRftl  RSTRRTR  t,  ftlR  RR  RRpftfTRTR  ijfcfot  ft 
RRNe  ft)  Rft)  I  ^Rftt  ftRRRTft)  ft  ft?RTR,  ftlRRR  RR  ftft  ft)  fftRlRi  RcTTRTft  1 1 

RTRcT  ft  R^ft  ep  RTRT,  Hgftl  cTR  Rift  ft)  egy  Rlffttc  RTRcpPeTTcRR  fftftRcTTft  §  I 

Rift  ft)?M  ft  RRRTftT  %  Rft?T— RTR  RR  eftft  cf5t  ^ftpRI  Riel  RR?  ft)  ftfR  ft  eft 

If,  ft  Riel  ftfcPR  ftft)  ft  RR  ft  \RRR  RR  efft)  sftft)  ft  |  RR  RTft)  3Tcftcl  Ref 

R)  RR  RTR)  RR  FRPTT  eftt  eft  if  ?|^R  Rr)  ftRR  EpRft  ft  RTR  RR  RTRft)  ft 1  RR  % 
RRR  Rft)  )jftR  RR  RMlell  R  tdd'^l  <Nftl  ftcfl  ft  I  Rft?T  RR  %  ft  Hi  3TR 
RRR  RR,  fvjRRT  Rs^ld  Rf  RJ^,  fRt^RR  R I fel R I  cTR  3RR  R5TR  '3RRRTTT  Ffcff 
sff  I  ^rf  RT  g?R  RR  RT^fR  sfRT  ^RfecT  fifRT  RR  I 

■grf  R?r  Rt^t  RfjtRR  ^rRTRf  ^  RRf  3TfR  3RJRT  RT^  TT^ff  RTeff  1 1  RT?R  f^TReff  ft 
^  fWf  R?f  R5TT  %  feTR  3TTRRTR  aff  I  \3xR  RRcT  %  ^RRT  MReH  RR  t, 
Sff^TRKR  ^  RRRT,  E^Rf  1%  effRR  3fR  RTef^R  ^Rsft  RT  RROl  t  | 

RT#R  RREffR  f^eff  R?T  RR  3ftR  f^fRRT  t,  R?  t-  RR  RR  Rt  fEf?f^  ^f?RTR  I  RJRSR 
3jk  RRef  %  3TeTTR  RT^ef  %  3RERRR  3TR,  rRr  RR  Rf^RR  RT  ft  %  3TRR 
FfR ’’ff  3iPwi4  Rl 


and  contained  many  chambers  including  underground  passages  for  the  security  of 
the  king  and  the  treasury. 

The  Sivatatva  Ratnakara  is  another  important  work  compiled  in  South  India 
towards  the  end  of  the  1 7th  century  by  Basava  Bhupala  ( 1 684- 1710),  who  was  the 
ruler  of  the  Keladi  kingdom.  It  has  an  important  chapter  on  the  use  and 
construction  of  fortresses. 

The  rulers  of  the  Vijayanagar  kingdom  were  also  great  patrons  of  art,  literature 
and  architecture.  During  this  period,  two  notable  treatises  namely  'Daivadhnya 
177a.se/' and  ’ Akashabhairavakalpa'  were  written,  which  throw  considerable  light 
on  the  fort  planning. 

Though  they  are  defence-oriented  in  nature,  the  Indian  forts  do  not  fail  to  impress 
the  beholder  by  their  formidable  and  imposing  structures.  They  spell  the  power 
and  affluence  of  the  rulers.  The  walls  of  Indian  forts  in  general  are  of  great 
thickness  and  height,  strengthened  at  regular  intervals  by  massive  towers  which 
were  used  as  watch  towers  where  guns  and  cannons  were  placed. 

Another  important  feature  of  Indian  forts  is  the  ornamentation  of  their  defences 
and  gateways.  These  are  generally  covered  with  panelling  and  moulded 
sculptural  decoration.  Construction  features  such  as  arches,  lintels  and  corbels  are 
carved  in  rich  and  elaborate  designs. 

The  gates  of  forts,  palaces  and  towns  in  India  have  some  special  architectural 
characteristics. 

The  heavy  teak  doors  as  the  entrance  gates  are  provided  with  iron  spikes  on  the 
outer  face.  They  are  arranged  in  horizontal  tiers.  Their  purpose  was  to  prevent  the 
doors  being  stormed  by  the  mighty  force  which  elephants  could  otherwise  have 
brought  to  bear  upon  them.  The  parapet  above  the  gate  is  marked  by  cupolas  or 
chhatris  (memorial  canopy).  The  entrance  gate  is  flanked  by  lofty  bastions  on 
either  side.  The  bastions  are  reinforced  by  merlons  and  embrasures  besides  usual 
defense  devices.  The  main  entrance  gates  of  forts  are  protected  by  barbicans. 

Broad  battlemented  wall  forts  are  also  surrounded  by  a  moat.  Machicolations 
were  also  important  for  the  defence  of  the  forts.  They  are  relatively  rare  in  the 
north  but  common  in  the  Deccan,  as  seen  at  Bidar  and  Golconda. 

Another  important  feature  of  ancient  Indian  forts  is  the  use  of  the  pointed  arch  in 
the  construction  of  the  gateways.  Apart  from  the  defence  works  and  the  palaces, 
the  other  essential  component  of  the  fort  complex  was  the  presence  of  temple  or 
the  mosque. 


RTR^R  <j4  R  ^Rjcff  <j?i|  A  distant  view  of  Raichur  fort 
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Malkhed  Fort 


Rf^TTOcN  f#c#  TOT  TOTRR  1 2 eft  ^Ic1l«fl  %  gf#TOT  3TTTOR#  #  TOR  RRRT  I  ##T# 
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TOeRTR  #R  #  f##TO,  f#TORReIT,  TOTOT  3#T  #F[TO  f##  1 1  TO?  #R  RRc#  TOTT 
TO^frTTO  TOTTOfrT  #  TOTR  1 1  TOT  TTR  #  R?#  RTc#  ##TON  R##  TOT  TO^TR 
##T#  TOTR  #  f  3TT 1 1 

TOJR  R#TO  #R  #  TOT#  TONS  f#TO  TOTT  ###  TOR?  f#RT  TOI#cH  t  3#  RT 
##T#  RTS  TOTT  3NR  TTFR  #  #TO  3  f#TOT  t  TOTT  3TR#  ^Ut(#TO  ^RTdl  #  f#R 
RTRTRRTt  I 

TO#STO  TOR  TOT  60%  &RTOR  RfRt  #  TOTT  t,  RT  #TO#TT  (TORN)  TOTT  TRTTO  #T  1 1 
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T^rrorf  TOR#  #  ?TN 

Cannon  at  Bala  Hissar  of  Gulbarga  fort 


Most  of  Indian  forts  were  transformed  after  the  Muslim  invasion  of  the  12th 
century.  Mosques  became  an  integral  part  of  many  of  the  fort  complexes  along 
with  tombs  and  gardens. 

Karnataka:  Physical  Features 

Karnataka  is  situated  in  the  Deccan  Plateau,  on  the  western  side  of  India,  having  a 
long  coast  line  on  the  Arabian  Sea  with  Goa  and  Maharashtra  states  as  its  northern 
boundaries,  Andhra  Pradesh  on  the  east  and  Kerala  and  Tamil  Nadu  as  its  southern 
boundaries.  The  State  has  2900  km.  long  border  on  three  sides  and  sea  coast  of 
320  km.  It  has  an  area  of  about  1 , 9 1 , 79 1  square  km.  It  is  the  eighth  largest  Indian 
state  by  area.  Kannada  is  the  official  and  most  widely  spoken  language. 

As  per  topography  and  physical  features,  the  State  is  broadly  divided  into  four 
parts: 

a.  Northern  Plateau 

b.  Southern  Plateau 

c.  Malenadu  region  and 

d.  Coastal  region. 

The  Northern  plains  include  Bellary,  Bijapur,  Dharwar,  Raichur,  Gulbarga  and 
Bidar.  This  is  famous  “Deccan  Black  Cotton  belt”.  They  are  generally  flat  with  its 
average  height  varying  from  300-600  metre  altitude. 

The  Southern  Plateau  region  consists  of  hills  and  rivers.  Districts  of  Bengaluru, 
Chitradurga,  Kodagu,  Kolar,  Mandya  and  Tumlsar  are  in  this  region. 

The  Malenadu  region  consists  of  the  districts  of  Shimoga,  Chickmagulur,  Hassan 
and  Mysuru.  This  region  is  full  of  forests  and  natural  vegetation  and  most  of  the 
rivers  of  Karnataka  originate  in  the  Western  Ghats  and  flow  through  this  region. 

The  Coastal  region  comprises  of  the  districts  of  Uttar  Kannada  and  Dakshina 
Kannada.  It  is  situated  between  the  Western  Ghats  and  the  Arabian  Sea,  and 
known  for  its  scenic  beauty. 

60%  of  the  area  of  the  Karnataka  state  is  made  up  of  rocks  namely  gneisses, 
granites  etc. 

The  River  systems  of  Karnataka  can  be  divided  into  5  main  parts. 

1.  Krishna  River  system 

2.  Godavari  River  system 

3 .  Cauvery  River  system 

4.  Palar-Pennar  River  system  and 

5.  West  flowing  River  system 


#  TOT  y#l  Entrance  to  Bidar  fort 


spr sDrl  4 R^f  r?t  rrtcT rrr,  rr14  RT7Rf4R  mk'mRrj  rr ^  ciKRjM 

TT  3T^f  RTF  f^RR  $  3fr?  RRRR  RTeH  Rrjf  Rl^HI  3fl7  f^RW  4  RR  T%  4,  RRR; 

tr#  aDftR  qfil^Ric^  qftRarfekt,  4Eft-  rittr!  rr  psr,  *fPfrfcTRT  Mrfl,  R^j 

RRTR?1  $<klR  RR  44  £RTR  RRTT  Ml  ?RfcT?  4KR(4r>  Rpfk  if  c|KR,R>dl  % 
PkRf  RR  RTeRT  RjT^  ft?,  sk  cfj  ffl,  Rrf  ^  RTRRT  3fft  RrW  R?l  RR  4  ^RT 

pr?rt  Rm  t  f%  rrrt)  rr?  rrMr  rtri  r%  i 

FR  RfR  cR  3ER  TfRRj  RrRcIR,  RR-  RRd'HitfTd  WIT?  afR  *jcRc|H 

TRf^ER  WT  R?1  STRRT  RTefl  ?Rk  Rfl  %  faRTE  RR  r4  RTReT,  y  l^)fc|ch  TJTSTT 
RTeft  M4dHMI,  RRRd:  RTReSWIR  RFET7  R>JF  ajR  cTeP?€l  RgTEt  sTTR  RRcT 
afR  rf?1  rrt  yiRR,  dRt  afR  ^k^hiR  rRR  ^tr  wt  e4 

arRkRer  afR  rf^  rtetr  afR  rR  4rft  rt  rrr  RrRt  4  erret  3tt4  rtR  RfRR 

MRUX  cfj  ResRt  R?)  RT^jfrfcfj  ^jfet  %  EFERTRRSft  RIRR>)  R>t  RT7— RT7  3Rpff  RRTREft 

rrR  R  fen?,  Rnftr  t  fR  frRer  RkT  i  rrrtR  r4  Rnefr  ak  ^r  rR  rR  R  Rr  rf^ 

RjRTRf  Rf  RrT,  RRJ3TT  PERT  R?f  RFE^I  RTefl  RF^t  RT^t  4  RTRPfl  afR  \Jr4j  RFfft  RT 
cjRRRT  Tl  RRT  F^fl.  RR  TfRRT  RR[RRT3ff  %  ERTFRR  t  I 

RRfRR  RR  RffTRTR 

RjRfcTRj  R?t  q^lcHcll  %  'iichcl  RRRTRTR  RR  4  (4  cl  4  1?  I  RRffRR>  RR  ^jf^TsTF  RRR  4 
RRTl  RRt4  ^  ^  X?Rj  1 1  RTR^jfcTRj  efR  R?  RRT  %  eftRf  R?f  RkR,  RRR^RkR, 
RTf%RI,  RTRT,  Rff  %  ^  3TTRR^RRR  RR  5RRTRTRR  RRdf^TRT  1 1  RT^IR  RRT 
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RRf?T,  sl^HRlR  R7RTf4  4  3TRtRT  cp  RRR  %  3TT4R  RR  RT  RRTTRTT  RRTRlR  t  f% 
RrRt  RjRfe cfj  RRR  pRf  RTRT5  aT?ffRT  %  RRR  4  'RcMrrST"  4t  RTR  RT  RTTRT  Rldl  RT 
RR  RRR  RTR  ^R  RTR  R5T  R>t4  RRPT  d^l  %  1%  RR  RfsR’ft  RRTR  RRSR  %  feTR  RRT^ 
J| 41  cf|c]|fl  Rf  Rf^R  3TRfRT  cfj  RRR  M^el  3TRRT  RR%  ^'d  RTR  %  RRR  %  ff  | 
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While  planning  for  building  forts  in  these  regions,  although  the  architects  are 
well-versed  traditionally  in  the  Shilpa  texts  and  were  following  them  in  their 
planning  and  construction  of  forts,  they  had  to  take  into  consideration  the  regional 
ecological  conditions  such  as  the  rock  material,  the  topography  of  the  region,  the 
river  systems  etc.  Accordingly,  in  their  actual  construction  governed  by  the 
architectural  principles,  they  had  to  devise  certain  modifications  in  the  selection 
of  the  area,  the  type  of  fort  and  the  mode  of  construction. 

The  other  interesting  features  of  this  region  were,  the  thick  forests  located  close  to 
the  coastal  strip  with  flourishing  ports  and  with  rich  mineral  potential,  the  hill 
ranges  especially  of  the  peninsular  gneissic  complex  and  of  the  sedimentary  rocks 
providing  naturally  secure,  deep  and  wide  valleys,  the  perennial  rivers 
meandering  over  a  long  distance  resulting  in  deep  curves  here  and  there  and  the 
natural  supply  of  building  material  of  different  rocks  on  a  large  scale  obviously 
prompted  the  ambitious  rulers  to  have  their  capitals  repeatedly  in  the  region. 
Banavasi  located  in  the  thick  forest  area  surrounded  by  the  deep  curve  of  the  river 
Varadha,  the  Badami  in  the  deep  valley  of  the  sandstone  hill,  Hampi  in  the  highly 
elevated  hills  surrounded  by  the  river  Tungabhadra  are  remarkable  instances  in 
this  regard. 

History  of  Karnataka 

The  antiquity  of  Karnataka  can  be  traced  back  to  the  Paleolithic  age.  Karnataka’s 
land  mass  is  the  oldest  in  India.  Culturally,  her  people  have  achieved  amazing  and 
inspiring  accomplishments  in  the  field  of  art,  architecture,  literature,  language 
and  religion.  Karnataka  has  also  been  home  to  some  of  the  most  powerful  empires 
of  ancient  and  medieval  India. 

Apart  from  being  subject  to  the  rule  of  the  Nandas,  Mauryas  and  Satavahanas, 
Karnataka  came  to  have  indigenous  dynasties  like  the  Kadambas  of  Banavasi  and 
the  Gangas  from  the  middle  of  the  fourth  century  C.E.  The  Chalukyas  of  Badami 
(500-753  C.E.)  ruled  over  wider  area  from  the  Narmada  to  the  Cauvery  and  so  did 
the  Rashtrakutas  who  levied  tribute  on  the  rulers  of  Kanauj.  The  Chalukyas  of 
Kalyana  (973- 1 1 89  C.E.)  and  their  later  feudatories,  the  Hoysalas  of  Halebid  built 
fine  temples.  The  other  famous  kingdoms  are  that  of  the  Vijayanagar  Empire 
(1336-1 646),  the  Bahamani  Sultans  and  the  Adil  Shahis  of  Bijapur  and  that  of  the 
valiant  rulers  like  Hyder  Ali  and  Tipu  Sultan  and  the  last  royal  line  of  Kamataka- 
the  Wodeyars  of  Mysuru.  The  defence  architectural  creations  within  their  capital 
places  and  also  other  places  were  a  necessity  during  the  course  of  such  political 
movements. 

The  Ashokan  edicts  at  Maski,  Brahmagiri  etc.,  provide  evidences  of  the  fact  that 
northern  Karnataka  was  a  province  known  as  Suvarnagiri  under  the  Mauryan 
emperor  Ashoka.  But  we  have  no  evidence  to  show  that  these  places  in  the  South 
were  fortified  with  defence  walls  before  or  immediately  after  Ashoka.  In 
Karnataka  there  appears  to  be  no  fortification  during  Mauryan  period.  After  the 
Mauryan  empire  disintegrated  during  1st  century  B.C.E.  -  3rd  century  C.E., 
northern  Karnataka  came  under  the  rule  of  the  Satavahanas.  This  period 
witnessed  the  gradual  growth  of  strongholds  in  and  around  their  territories  for  the 
first  time.  Pliny  gives  an  acount  of  a  powerful  king  of  Andhra  country  in  eastern 
Deccan  possessing  30  walled  cities  with  a  big  army. 

As  the  rule  of  Satavahanas  receded,  the  first  and  foremost  kingdom  in  the  history 
of  Karnataka  under  the  name  of  Kadambas  arose  at  Vaijayanti  i.e.  the  modem 
Banavasi  in  north  Kanara  district. 

In  the  fourth  century  C.E.  two  kingdoms  arose  in  Karnataka,  namely,  the 
Kadambas  and  the  Gangas.  The  Kadamba  capitals  and  sub-capitals  founded  at 
Vaijayanti  (Banavasi),  Palasika  (Halsi  in  Belgaum  district)  and  Uchchasringi 
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(Uchchangi  in  Bellary  district)  known  as  the  political  centres  of  the  time  had  been 
fortified  with  strongholds  around  them.  The  Ganga  kingdom  was  founded  with  its 
capital  at  Kolar  and  later  at  Talkad.  They  ruled  the  area  comprising  of  the  southern 
portion  of  Karnataka.  No  temple  built  by  the  Gangas  exists  today  in  its  original 
shape  but  the  renovated  temples  show  that  their  art  and  architecture  were 
influenced  by  both  the  Pallavas  and  the  Chalukyas.  However,  the  most  singular 
contribution  is  the  Gommata  statue  of  Shravanabelagola. 

The  early  Chalukyas  of  Badami,  (Vatapi  of  the  inscriptions)  of  all  the  royal 
dynasties  of  Karnataka  in  particular  and  of  south  India  in  general  by  their  valour 
and  adventure  made  themselves  known  to  the  north  India,  as  early  as  the  7th 
century  C.E.  in  the  decisive  encounter  with  Harshavardhana  of  Kanauj  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Narmada. 

The  royal  capital  of  Badami  considered  as  the  cradle  of  Indian  art  and  architecture 
was  fortified  by  Pulakesi  I,  in  543  C.E.  as  stated  in  his  inscription  on  the  cliff  of  the 
north-hill.  Aihole  also  had  a  form  of  defence  architecture  encircling  the  whole 
habitation  and  the  structural  temples.  The  extant  remains  of  the  fort  now  dotted 
here  and  there  in  semi-circular  form,  at  Aihole,  reveal  the  rectangular  bastions 
connected  with  screen  wall  crowned  by  battlements  of  round  top.  The  rock  cut 
temple  caves  of  Badami  are  mute  testimony  to  the  architecture  of  the  Chalukyas. 
The  facades  of  these  caves  are  beautifully  carved  with  the  well  decorated  pillars. 

The  rule  of  the  Rashtrakutas  commenced  in  753  C.E.  when  Dantidurga  defeated 
Kirtivarman  II  of  the  Chalukyas  of  Badami.  They  established  their  capital 
initially  at  Paithan,  now  in  Maharashtra  and  subsequently  at  Malkhed.  This 
period  was  a  golden  period  for  arts  and  literature.  Rashtrakutas  were  good 
administrators  and  the  vast  empire  was  prosperous  and  peaceful.  The  masons  and 
craftsmen  not  only  were  experienced  in  defence  architectural  style  as  seen  in  the 
fort  of  Malkhed  but  also  were  well-versed  in  carving  out  the  colossal  rock  cut 
temples  at  Ellora  and  Elephanta.  The  sculptures  of  Kailasa  alone  are  enough  to 
give  the  Rashtrakutas  a  prominent  place  in  the  art  history  of  India. 

The  Tater  Chalukyas  (973-1198  C.E.)  were  the  descendants  of  the  Chalukyas  of 
Badami.  They  recaptured  their  lost  power  from  the  Rashtrakutas  with  their  capital 
at  Kalyana  (in  Bidar  district).  During  a  long  span  of  time  over  two  centuries,  they 
controlled  parts  of  the  western,  middle  and  the  south  India  from  the  capital  forts 
and  sub-capital  forts  like  Kalyana,  Morkhind  (now  in  Maharashtra)  and  Lakkundi 
of  Dharwad  district,  Karnataka.  Temple  art  and  sculpture  flourished.  A  large 
number  of  temples  were  built  all  over  the  empire  at  places  like  Ittagi,  Lakkundi, 
Haveri,  Gadag  etc. 
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Wide  view  of  Jaldurga  fort 
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The  Hoysalas  perhaps  started  their  reign  in  Karnataka  as  feudatories  of  the 
Gangas  but  the  first  record  of  a  ruler  is  that  of  Rama  in  1 006  C.E.  The  Yadavas  of 
Devagiri  were  the  feudatories  of  the  Rashtrakutas  and  the  Chalukyas  of  Kalyana 
who  became  independent  after  the  Rashtrakuta  empire  disintegrated.  Singhana  II 
(1199-1247  C.E.)  and  Krishna  (1247-1261  C.E.)  were  very  famous  and 
successful  rulers.  They  excelled  in  sculptures.  The  Hoysaleshwara  temple  of 
Halebid  has  over  700  feet  of  panels.  There  are  more  than  2000  elephants  and 
tigers  in  various  poses. 

The  fall  of  the  later  Chalukyas  paved  the  way  to  the  gradual  rise  of  Deccan 
Sultanates,  as  there  was  no  centralized  power  of  Hindu  order  to  control  the  affairs 
of  this  part  of  the  country.  Bahamanid  Sultanate  was  the  first  independent  Islamic 
kingdom  in  South  India.  The  Sultanate  was  founded  on  3  August  1347  by 
Governor  Ala-ud-Din  Hassan  Bahman  Shah.  The  Bahamani  contested  the  control 
of  the  Deccan  with  the  Hindu  Vijayanagar  empire  to  the  south.  Gulbarga  was  a 
stronghold  of  the  Bahamanis.  The  immensity  of  strength  and  sophistication  of 
military  engineering  of  the  Gulbarga  fort  amid  the  desolation  is  still  very  visible 
even  today.  The  fort  is  clearly  marked  by  knowledge  of  the  Frankish  castles  of  the 
Crusaders,  like  Krak  des  Chevaliers,  or  Aleppo  of  the  Seljuks. 

The  Bahmani  rulers  did  not  take  too  long  to  realize  that  Gulbarga  being  nearer  to 
their  rival  Vijayanagar  was  not  too  secure  a  place  for  the  capital.  Comparatively, 
Bidar  was  more  secure  and  also  climatically  better.  In  1429  Ahmad  Shah  Wali 
shifted  the  Bahamani  capital  from  Gulbarga  to  Bidar.  The  old  fort  was  renovated. 
New  additions  were  made  so  that  the  cannons  could  be  mounted  on  the  fort. 

The  Adil  Shahi  kingdom  of  Bijapur,  one  of  the  five  off-shoots  of  the  Bahamani 
kingdom  (1347-1518)  were  great  patrons  of  learning,  art  and  architecture.  The 
architectural  splendors  of  the  city  fortress  Bijapur  are  truly  a  marvel,  deserving 
the  kind  of  appreciation  usually  reserved  for  Delhi  and  Agra.  Bijapur  became  the 
cradle  of  cultures  and  nucleus  of  composite  cultures  with  the  unique  monuments 
of  distinct,  Adil  Shahi  style  which  are  living  heritage.  They  ruled  from  1489  to 
1 686  till  the  kingdom  was  annexed  by  the  Mughal  emperor  Aurangzeb. 

The  Vijayanagar  Empire  (1336-1565  C.E.)  founded  on  the  right  bank  of 
Tungabhadra  river  was  the  only  empire  in  the  medieval  South  India,  which  rose 
into  mighty  power  against  the  Muslim  pressure  from  the  north.  In  1336  two 
brothers,  Harihara  and  Bukka,  the  sons  of  Sangama,  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
kingdom.  It  was  in  1354  Bukka  succeeded  Harihara  and  immediately  began  work 
on  a  new  capital,  Vijayanagar,  City  of  Victory.  It  was  ruled  by  four  dynasties 
namely,  the  Sangamas,  Saluvas,  Tuluvas  and  the  Aravidu.  Under  Krishna  Deva 
Raya  (1509-1529  C.E.)  of  the  Tuluva  dynasty,  the  kingdom  of  Vijayanagar 
reached  its  peak  of  power  and  sophistication. 

The  ancient  city  of  Vijayanagar  was  the  urban  core  of  the  imperial  city  and  the 
surrounding  principalities  of  the  capital  of  the  Vijayanagar  empire  during  the  1 4th 
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century  to  16th  century  C.E.  Accounts  by  foreign  travellers  such  as  Abdur 
Razzak,  the  Persian  who  visited  Vijayanagar  in  1440,  mention  six  fortifications 
before  the  gates  to  the  royal  palace.  The  rocky  hillocks  made  excellent  sentinel 
points  for  watch  towers  and  granite  boulders  provided  the  raw  material  for  temple 
construction. 

Starting  at  its  outermost  fortifications,  the  principality  of  Vijayanagar  spans  from 
Anegondi  in  the  north  to  Hospet  in  the  south  and  covers  a  total  area  of  650  square 
kilometers.  Archaeologists  have  divided  the  capital  area  into  many  zones.  Of 
these,  the  major  two  zones  are  the  Sacred  Centre  and  the  Royal  Centre.  The 
fonner,  generally  spread  along  the  south  bank,  is  characterized  by  the  highest 
concentration  of  religious  structures.  The  Royal  Centre  is  notable  for  its  stately 
structures,  both  civil  and  military.  The  very  seat  of  power  of  the  empire  was 
located  at  the  core  of  this  area.  It  is  only  with  the  founding  of  the  Vijayanagar 
empire  in  1336  C.E.,  the  political,  social  and  religious  affairs  of  this  region  were 
brought  effectively  into  order  under  one  of  the  most  powerfully  centralized 
control  i.e.  Vijayanagar  administration. 

The  Vijayanagar  empire  created  its  cities  primarily  for  protection  against 
invasion.  The  city  itself  was  a  fortress  and  designed  as  such  in  every  possible  way. 
It  was  built  of  massive  stone  and  earthen  walls,  with  hilltop  fortresses  and  watch 
towers  scattered  across  its  length  and  breadth.  Massive  fortifications  stood  at 
every  possible  entry  into  the  main  metropolis  and  in  other  crucial  locations. 
Additional  defensive  features  were  watch-posts  and  bastions  located  along  roads, 
gates  and  hilltops  that  provided  maximum  visibility.  The  ruined  city  is  a 
UNESCO  World  Heritage  Site,  known  in  that  context  as  the  Ruins  of  Hampi. 

At  the  zenith  of  their  power  and  authority  during  the  early  16th  century, 
Vijayanagar  kings  were  among  the  greatest  historical  rulers  of  India.  Of  the 
fortifications  little  survives,  over  the  ten  square  mile  site,  there  are  still  some 
buildings  left  to  give  an  impression  of  Vijayanagar's  former  splendour. 

Hampi  is  situated  in  Bellary  district  in  northern  Karnataka.  It  is  the  now-ruined 
capital  city  that  surrounds  modem-day  Hampi,  of  the  historic  Vijayanagar  Empire 
which  extended  over  the  southern  part  of  India. 

There  is  a  very  rich  legacy  of  the  art  and  architecture  of  the  Vijayanagar  rulers. 
Fine  example  of  this  art  is  the  beautiful  stone  chariot  in  the  enclosure  of  Vithala 
temple,  the  monolithic  statues  of  Narasimha  and  Ganesha  at  Hampi  etc.  The 
temples  at  Hampi,  Anegundi  and  Lepakshi  have  excellent  paintings.  The 
Sh ikhara  (gate  tower),  Mandapas  (pillar  halls)  of  Virupaksha  temple  was  built  by 
Krishnadevaraya  in  1 5 1 0  C.E. 

After  the  fall  of  the  Vijayanagar  empire,  north  Karnataka  had  no  major  ruling 
authority.  The  Adil  Shahis  of  Bijapur  held  all  the  territory  of  north  of  the 
Tungabhadra  river. 


fktWR  to  ^  rttoftRCT  grt  ftoiimw  to  ^  tor  5N  Domed  gate  of  Vijayanagar  fort 

Talarighatta  gate  of  Vijayanagar  fort 


ciifeiiKl  ^  FfaFft  rhW  Tf  fbqq  rrt  wRct  f^m  i  ^rrjR  Rt  'FFerT  rt  rtt  cp 
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The  Wodeyars  established  the  Mysore  rule  in  Southern  Karnataka.  Mysuru  is 
commonly  described  as  the  City  of  Palaces.  However,  the  term  "Mysore  Palace" 
specifically  refers  to  one  within  the  old  fort  which  was  their  official  residence 
with  two  durbar  halls.  The  Wodeyar  kings  first  built  a  palace  in  Mysuru  in  the  1 4th 
century.  But  Raja  Wodeyar  (1578-1617  C.E.)  shifted  his  capital  to  the  island  fort 
town  of  Srirangapatnam  in  1610  and  Mysuru  lost  its  importance  as  a  seat  of 
power.  Mysuru  further  lost  its  importance  when  it  was  taken  over  by  Hyder  Ali  in 
1762.  But  his  son  Tipu  Sultan  demolished  the  entire  fort  town  including  the 
Palace  in  1787  and  used  the  fort  material  to  build  a  new  town  nearby  known  as 
Nazarabad  (now  part  of  the  Mysore  City).  The  old  Mysore  dynasty  was  restored 
after  the  fall  ofTipu  Sultan  in  1 799  by  the  British  and  they  shifted  the  capital  of  the 
newly  defined  territory  of  Mysore  Kingdom  to  Mysuru.  In  due  course  the 
Nazarabad  fort  was  dismantled  and  the  material  made  its  way  back  in  building  the 
Mysore  fort  once  again. 

Shivaji  possessed  extensive  areas  in  Karnataka  and  Tamil  Nadu.  He  built 
Ramdurg  fort  in  Belgaum  district  and  Nargund  fort  in  Gadag  district  of  Karnataka 
in  1 675. They  were  taken  by  Aurangzeb  in  169 1-92  and  recaptured  in  1706-07  by 
Ramrao  Dadaji  Bhave.  Gajendragad  fort  located  in  the  Gadag  district  is  also 
believed  to  be  built  by  Shivaji. 

The  Mughals  made  their  forays  down  south  and  finally  the  Marathas  by 
1800  C.E.  subjugated  the  whole  of  northern  Karnataka.  The  French,  British, 
Portuguese  appeared  on  the  scene.  The  British  soon  dominated  and  with  the  fall  of 
the  Peshwa  Baji  Rao  II,  portions  of  northern  Karnataka  were  taken  over  by  the 
Nizam  and  the  rest  by  the  British.  Portions  of  southern  Karnataka  were  taken  over 
earlier  by  the  British  during  the  rule  of  Hyder  Ali  and  Tipu  Sultan  in  Mysuru. 
However  the  Mysore  kingdom  continued  till  Independence  in  1947.  The  state  of 
Karnataka  in  its  present  shape  came  into  existence  on  November  1,  1956. 
’Mysore’  was  changed  to  ’Karnataka’  with  effect  from  November  1,1973. 


With  this  brief  account,  one  finds  forts  of  different  kingdoms  and  dynasties  and  of 
different  types  and  kinds  in  Karnataka.  They  created  strongholds  i.e.  fortified 
walls  around  their  capital  cities  and  sub-capital  cities  keeping  in  view  the  arms 
and  annor  and  the  then  prevalent  science  of  wars.  The  use  of  cannons  to  breach 
impregnable  ramparts  did  not  in  any  way  reduce  the  strength  of  the  fort.  Instead, 
forts  equipped  themselves  with  karkhana,  the  workshops,  run  by  blacksmiths 
who  cast  cannons  and  manufactured  new  weapons  so  that  both  sides  were  evenly 
balanced. 


cf)4ei  stcft  %  d6<ai4  44  3iiaRch  c^ii  (-OR' men  q^f) 
Colonel  Baillie’s  Dungeon  of  Seringapatam  fort 


7TRRTRT  fif  if  qq  ?Tq  W  W  sq 
Tipu’s  body  was  found  at  Seringapatam  fort 
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In  the  constant  struggle  for  power,  forts  and  fortified  settlements  were  a  potent 
symbol  of  authority.  Forts  were  the  measure  of  a  monarch's  strength.  Forts  were 
not  only  simply  inanimate  buildings  serving  a  military  purpose;  they  housed 
some  of  the  most  magnificent  palaces.  They  were  alive  and  echoing  to  the  sounds 
and  cymbals  of  some  of  the  great  dynasties,  witness  to  regicides  and  ruthless 
succession  battles,  and  carrying  within  their  bastions  glamour  and  glitter 
unsurpassed.  Thus,  when  writing  history  of  any  era,  of  any  period,  it  is  the  forts  of 
that  period  which  dominate  the  rise  and  fall  of  fortunes.  These  heritage  sites  and 
cultural  remains  of  different  periods  reflect  its  glorious  and  fascinating  past.  They 
are  an  invaluable  treasure  of  the  nation  and  need  to  be  preserved  and  protected  for 
posterity. 


■qnpftt  nv  Tfs  "gft 


Citadel  on  the  summit  of  the  rock,  Bellary  fort 


sikihI  33  <jyhdf  <jS>ai  A  distant  view  of  Badami  fort 


^slight  ftp  (ftvJTPJ?  <jft  ft)  Ibrahim  Roza  in  Bijapur  fort 
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Fort  Glossary 

Arabesque  -  typical  Islamic  ornament,  intertwining  of  floral  and  geometrical 
forms. 

Arcade  -  range  of  arches  raised  on  piers  or  columns. 

Arches  -  An  arch  is  a  structure  that  provides  a  space  while  supporting  weight  (e.g. 
a  doorway  in  a  stone  wall). 

Arcuate  -  building  style  using  arches  in  place  of  beams. 

Aqueduct  -  An  aqueduct  is  a  water  supply  or  navigable  channel  constructed  to 
convey  water. 

Arthashastra  -  ancient  Indian  treatise  on  military  strategy,  statecraft  and  economy. 
Ashlar  Masonry  -  Stone  masonry  using  dressed  stones. 

Baoli  -  stepwell. 

Barbican  -  A  projecting  watch-tower  over  the  gate  of  a  fort. 

Bastion  -  It  is  a  structure  projecting  outwards  from  the  main  enclosure  of  a 
fortification. 

Burj  -  tower 

Cannon  -  A  cannon  is  any  piece  of  artillery  that  uses  gunpowder  or  other  usually 
explosive-based  propellants  to  launch  aprojectile. 

Chattris  -  Memorial  canopy  or  a  small  domed  kiosk. 

Citadel  -  The  inner  fortified  area  where  the  king  stayed. 

Corbels  -  In  architecture  a  corbel  (or  console)  is  a  piece  of  stone  jutting  out  of  a 
wall  to  cany  any  weight. 


frf  #  f#  #TR 
Wall  made  of  ashlar  masonry,  Raichur  fort 


tj7)  RT  RfbT  U6d 


cfRirmR  <#  rt  'dlfkK  tttrr 
Stepped  tank,  Vijayanagar  fort 


'fk't  tj^f  RT  cRR?T  Wcf 
Tarkash  Mahal  of  Bidar  fort 


Rangin  Mahal  of  Bidar  fort 
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^'TR  -  g^F  *T  epf  ik,  Rfik  F^F  qjj  FTeft  FTFT  FF  FFTT  FIT  FT%  FFT  FFFt 
?TFP  qR  FTFF  kfT  vtTT  FPL  | 

RlRqjf  —  MSI'Sl  Rbell  | 

?1vJT  —  del  4^-S  I 

vdd^f  -  FFft  Ft  Ff&F  c^f  | 

WT  FfkTF  -  F7FFR  ITT  FTFT  cJTefr  FfkTF  I 

felciel,  rtNci  -  T^p  pcRf  cpj  FKqigl  FFcR  RrT  FF  RH vr| I cj cTl  3TFJW  cf?T  cRF 
RleBP  ell  spft  Ft  I  arf^cpd'i  FFFEjTT  3fR  RgdRhill  tR  FTFT  dldl  1?  I 

b'telH  cfF]^  -  gk  ^  FFR  FT^t-Flft  Ft  k  Tk  FFT  #ct  f%FFt  |  FdFt 
gtf&F  Ri M 1 6l  Tkt  R  ^  FTFF  F^FT  FTF  FPci  f  | 

RfkTTcRH,  FTFF  PlFefl  gk  -  k?T  FR  <£  FFR  FTFF  F?t  FFFT  fkkt  gk 
f^RT  FF  ^kt  FRlR  FFefT  FrR  FTeT  F^FTt  FF  FRT  FT  TRet  Ffk  fk  Fk  | 

FTF,  FFI^  -  FFTT  3ftF  ^ffFT  •TTetT,  FjFFT  FT  FE?t  Ft  FFT  f 3TT,  FTt  grffgrt  FFTF  cpf  FR? 
3TtF  Ft  I 

jJF  —  Hd^cl  Reel  Ft  FFt  ^3TT  FTF  I 

fcpfe,  gk  -  RtfT  FTTcft  FT  STFtFFT  ^t  FFT  FTTcTT  1 1  FFFk  ^  fkk  1  FT  2  k^F 
vhFl  41dK  Ftcft  1?  FTT  RiHlRiji  F>t  FFFFt  F?T  FtcTTFTk  k  FFTrft  t?  | 

FRk,  fR  ffftftt  —  g*f  k  dk  k  4kR  ^  fft  kcF  ftt  ffftftt  i 

FEprf,  FFTR  FT  FFTcT  -  eTFFF  fM  FFFT  FT  Fkt  FfTF,  FF  W<£RTF  3TFFT  gf%F 
Ft  Fcpdl  1?  | 

FeTTF  -  Ffk  k  FFT  kb  I 
FFgrf  -  FTFeT  R  fkcT  fkeTT  I 


Crenellation  -  battlements  or  loopholes. 

Durg-fort. 

Embrasure  -  Openings  made  into  the  parapet  for  observation  and  firing. 

Giridurga  -  hill  fort. 

Hauz-poolortank. 

Jaladurga  -  fort  secured  by  a  water  body. 

Jama  Masjid  -  congregational  or  Friday  mosque. 

Lintel  -  A  lintel  can  be  a  load-bearing  building  component,  a  decorative 
architectural  element,  or  a  combined  ornamented  structural  item.  It  is  often  found 
over  doors  and  windows. 

Mahal  -  palace. 

Mahidurga  -  mud  fort. 

Merlons  -  The  alternate  high  parts  of  a  parapet  between  the  embrasures.  They 
afforded  protection  to  the  soldiers  standing  behind  it  and  firing  though  the  loop¬ 
holes. 

Machicolations  -  Openings  made  in  the  floor  of  a  projecting  gallery  on  top  of  the 
gateway  for  dropping  solids  or  liquids  on  an  attacking  enemy. 

Moat  -  It  is  a  deep  broad  ditch,  either  dry  or  filled  with  water  that  surrounds  a 
fortified  place. 

Naradurga  -  fort  protected  by  able-bodied  men. 

Pur  -  Strengthened  earthwork 

Parapet  -  Also  called  battlement.  This  is  a  1  to  2m  high  wall  built  along  the  edge  of 
a  rampart  to  protect  soldiers  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

Postern  -  A  small  back  door  made  into  the  wal  1  of  a  fort. 

Scaip  -  A  near  vertical  rock  face  or  cliff  either  natural  or  artificially  made. 

Talao  -  small  lake  or  pond. 

Vanadurga  -  forest  fort. 


41ull^  cpf  FT  F^eft 
Upli  Burj,  Bijapur  fort 


FF4RFFFT  cj^f 


Basavakalyan  fort 


Hlfelcp— tj— ^ctN,  cfRTFf?  ^  Malik-e-Maidan,  Bijapur  fort 


narr  ^s^rrwf  %  fen*  ^  'iRiftferat 

CREATIVE  ACTIVITIES  FOR  STUDENTS  AND  TEACHERS 


FF  fch'M  FFj  %  RTT9T  TFT  25  RfF— Ffi  F3TT  ^  3T2JF  FTTFt  F? 

ycjRld  cfjxf  |  f%T5ft  FT  FrT  FT  RlMFI  FT  ?Mf  ^  F?  FFFT  Ffa  W%I  W  3 
f^FT  FT  FFFT  1 1  FTHTT  3iaPH  FFF^  ^  FFT  cp  fefTT  3RJ  hfclRRlFT  ^  cf?r  FT 
FFcfT  t,  f^HTT  ftT5TT  3  FFb^  3fR  c|  I  >k}Fd  I  FT  FFFT  d^ill  FT  F%  |  RraTF  TF 
FN  *T  art%  f^T5ff  ^  RTTST  TlFF  hfclRlRrFt  %  FRT  RiFtl^  FT  Ft4  FT  FFcT  1 1 
Tfrft  T?f  <FU  J I  fcl R (t| ill  FT  AV^t  fcRTT  FFT  1?  I 

FRcT  %  Wt  TFFT  HHRm  t,  %>  f^ff^FT  F^ff  ^  Wft  FT  RfftcT  F^  I  s^T 
f^m- cr^  t  Rtt  tjt7  ^rff  ^  f%T5ff  %  w^fr  Ft  Wnt  i 

FKd  t  fY  Fjll  FT  3Tti|iM  FT'Y’,  FFFt  FTT^  cfTef  FFTFt  %  fR  t  T[FFT  ^<pfdd 
cpxf  I 

^f  cp  FRT-FRT  eft  FFFTg 

FfrfcTF  mR-^,  FRT- dRT  F?t  FfchT,  FFTF  ?T2JT  cH^fM 

TpT  FF?  Ft  FTRt  cTSTT  FFT  efprff  %  fR  t  F  FF%  FFTTTF  ^  fR  t 

FfT  TFTF  ^P  ^RJ,  FRfTcT,  FTFF  cTSTT  iHrtFdl  $dflR  cp  f?pTF  if 

ftfct,  Rftf,  w^Rr  fY,  -  ffR  ^g#  fstR 

TTT3T  R  Ffr  FTRfYcTF  RtFF-F^J  F^t  Rn  FR  RfT  RTF  FFTFT  cTSJT  FT? 
THKfY  Cpf  «d4^|  FFTFT I 

fcm  cRg  ir  ftrr  TRf  ^rft  %  TT_  ^TRrfm  ^frlpKH  %  OT^PT  cfSP  WfcPIc-Tld  ^PPf 
%  3P^P  WIcPdl/sIc^l'H-PK'')  t  FK<P1  ^PT^Tff  pfPfcT  ^Fffcf  F+P  f^T  t 
cTSfT  ^T  f%F  Rfeft  1 1  ^Ff  ff  ^T5fT  f^cRUT,  ^rfPT  cTafT  ^iRfdl'  PP 

W  I  ^  Rci^rff  cf?f  #TefT,  vJWRR  cTafT  >!HHcblcfld  ^ff  &PT  %  FKcpt  ^ 
^fpftaTT  cp^  i 

3TeFT— 3TeFT  'Jrft  ^?f  gRRTpff  i|'1dHI3ff  cPT  3THRR  cpxf  cTSfl  TRPf^  'HHHdl3#  3fR 
3RFTFPTT3ff  cfft  gcRT  cPxf  |  gcPR  cpf  gPlill^l  A|)viHI3ft  ^PT  3fGRR  3Plt  ^f^ef 
cpfePP  cTafT  PR  ^PT  ift  f^TT  FT  RRPFT  t  f^RTt  %gcf?f,  ^Tcfrt  %  cTRcJFRPT 
cpT  fcTcR°T  Ft  I 

EnRfo  Rr^fdY  fY  >hh^hi 

^nfr  ppff  FT  KPT,  Ft  3tRPP  3M5T  3fk  'fFRT  pfpRT  pfft  t  FFpt  FFTWT  F?t  FT  1 1 

art  %  FFfr  3TTRmk  trt  ft>  yap  f  tit  Rff  Rft-Rpf  Fft  t  afk  f^t%  ftfp 

^frTFTRTF,  FFtffcTF,  STtMf  FafT  ^frfcPftF  Fft  1 1  3pYf  ETTf^F  tfM  FafT 
FRFN  FftF  #T?t-FF  Fap  viflcR  FFFF  t  Ft  1 1  TFTt  FFF  FR^FTt, 
RldJFlt  Fan  RfFFNt  m  FF  FrftF  FTFFT3tt  FT  FTTF  FFT  f^RTcp  3TFFK  FTNF 
FFTTft  FTTt  t  Wft  FctF  ETH^FR  Rf^F  Fan  Fjt  FFFTF  f^Pt  I 


The  25  picture-cards  provided  in  this  package  can  be  displayed  in  the  classroom 
or  any  prominent  place  in  the  school.  The  pictures  may  be  stuck  on  cardboard 
with  the  title  and  description  in  regional  languages.  It  can  also  be  studied  in-depth 
with  activities  that  bring  out  the  educational  value  of  Indian  art  and  architecture. 
The  teachers  can  work  with  a  few  pictures  at  a  time  ensuring  students'  enjoyment 
in  learning  by  involving  them  in  some  activities  suggested  below: 

In  a  large  outline  map  of  India,  mark  the  sites  of  various  forts  of  our  country.  Find 
out  the  location  of  the  forts  given  in  the  pictures  in  this  package. 

Make  a  study  of  the  forts  in  India  and  collect  information  about  the  kings  and 
emperors  who  built  these  forts. 

Climate  of  the  location  of  the  forts. 

Natural  surroundings,  rivers,  mountain  range  and  the  flora  and  fauna. 

People  who  built  and  lived  in  these  forts,  their  occupation,  etc. 

Music,  dance,  drama,  craft,  etc.  of  the  period. 

Customs,  regional  festivals  and  associated  myths. 

Make  sketches/rough  outlines  of  some  of  the  monuments  from  the  pictures 
provided  in  the  cultural  packages. 

The  forts  mentioned  in  this  package  were  visited  by  a  number  of 
travellers/historians  in  the  ancient  and  medieval  period  of  Indian  history  and 
these  people  have  left  a  vivid  and  interesting  account  of  these  monuments 
including  the  drawing/sketches.  Collect  such  travelogues/memoirs/sketches. 
Notice  interesting  details  in  these  travelogues  such  as  the  style  of  description, 
pronunciation  of  places  and  other  contemporary  monuments  in  that  area. 

Collect  and  study  the  ground  plans  of  different  forts  and  find  the  similarities  and 
differences.  Similar  studies  of  ground  plans  can  also  be  made  of  your  school, 
home  or  college  showing  windows,  doors  and  other  architectural  details. 

Understanding  Religious  Concepts 

All  religions  aim  at  helping  us  to  lead  better  and  richer  lives.  The  outward 
manifestations  of  religion  such  as  rituals,  customs  differ  from  one  another  for 
historical,  economic,  political  and  even  geophysical  reasons.  Many  religious 
rituals  and  ceremonies  are  linked  with  annual  agricultural  cycle  and  celebrations 
of  life.  Religious  beliefs  have  influenced  the  architects,  sculptors  and  painters  of 
the  bygone  era  to  create  beautiful  monuments  using  specific  symbols  and  motifs 
pertaining  to  each  religion. 

Invite  your  students  to  study  the  religions  and  people  of  India  and  collect 
information  on  each  religion  such  as  Hinduism,  Buddhism,  Christianity,  Islam, 
Jainism,  Sikhism  and  others. 


3RRI  f^RTt  RT  RRR  %  f4RRT  3fk  cqlrfjzfi  R>  f^RR  4  3FRRR  RRl  %  fcF?  £ftcT 
R$  RRT  IRTi  IRFTR,  v^T,  f^TRS  RRT  3RI  tRf  ^  f^RR  4  RTRRFft 

RRR  R?4  Rt  R^  | 

c|KRR|cM  %  fcm  4  RT#R  eRrff  4  fcffiRT  ^  RT  R^R  f^RT  t 1  c^f  RR  fpRRR 
RPTfR  t,  3# chisel:  RI  rR  RRR  Rt  m^\  4RfNf  4  RrRR  RRTT  1 1  IR  Rzat  R 
ijRl,  R^TR,  RF?1  3TRRT  sRf  RRT  W  3lk  ^RRRTR  ^  R^ff  RT  RjfR  4t  ftcRT  1 1 

ferenfaf^ff  rt  ^stRtr  r4rr  4r  ferp  rtrrtr  R  RrR  rR  Rt  cf  rtrt  rt 

RRRT  t  3TRRT  RRR  f%#  faRltR  #R  %  ^rTglRTR  c|KR,RlcM  RT  3TKTRR  RRJTRT 
RTRRRT 1 1 

RR  mRuIvI'II  RRRT^  RTRRrfl  1?  RflXlA  RtR  4r  %  TyR?  ^  fcfRTR  RT  ifrTITR  it  I 

R^f  clK-c^RleM  zt  RR^IR  RRt  cTRT  RR%  3TRf  eftt  RRTR,  ftTR^l  RR5  RR 
RR,  RR,  RTJ^,  ZRT^  IcRlR  RpRfcRT  f^  RT  RRcl  1 1 

IRT^  %  f^TR  %  RTRT  cfT  fttRR  4  Rt  4t  RTRRT?!  RRR  RR  RRct  t  RTT 
RRR  RRF  RR  RITpt  feRt,  f^TRft  RRTR  %  RI  RTR  RTt  f^RT  W  | 

rRRcRRT  R^  fcf>  RR  RR  RR  RTcttR  RRf  4  RFcT  ?t  3fN  3RRT  vtldH  RR  RTTtJRR, 
RR  RRT  3TRR  RR  RTRRR  >1M|Rr  R?f  ?RI  ciRjd  R$  I 

RR  Rrf  RrW  RT  RTRR  MR  R$,  RTR  4  RR  RRR  %  RPffcT  RRT  R?  Rff 
RRRcT  RTTTj  | 

ttr  RTR  gRRRT  RTRT  RRT  fcrf^TR  ^ft  RT  R^tR,  vR<T>l  RRR  l3Tf  ^T  3TTRR 

IR  R^  I  fcfRR  RRRT  fxR  eRT  RTRcT  ^  I 

^rf  RRRfT  RP#T  4,WRT  %  RRRt  RT^RR  fzrfJRT  ^ff  ^  TTRR  ^  f^RT  ^  RTR 
RxTI 

vfKcT  %  IcTRFT  JTRt^T  ^fdRciM  ^tRr4^TR?T%  cjK^RlcR  %  Rr  RT16  R^  I 
TdRR  ^?T  %  R'Jlci?l,  TRTTT,  RjI'61^  ^^>4  ^4  RRT4  —  ^R  'ii <N  ^T?T  RRRJ  feR^  I 
RlRlH  ^ff  RT  3RRRR  R^  RT?  4  ^RfTRg"  Rxj  - 

RRR^f  RFT^t^f 

ReR/ff 


'Hi'^frlR  RTR  TR  RflTgRT  ^RR,  R^  RcRl  IR  TTRTRR  4  3RR  RIRtR  TR 
fcRRT  %  feR  Rf.  ^RTRf^T  RRRTRTR,  eRRR,  RltllRc;  RT  3TTRR  RRR  RRTT  1 1 


Ancient  texts  on  architecture  describe  a  variety  of  forts.  Durg  or  fort  is  a  fortified 
building  which  many  times  encompasses  whole  city  within  its  walls.  In  these 
texts  there  is  mention  of  land,  hill,  water  or  island  and  also  forest  and  desert  forts. 

Students  can  be  taken  on  educational  tours  to  nearby  forts  or  asked  to  study  the 
history  of  architecture  of  a  spec  i  fic  region . 

Conduct  a  project  on  the  historical  development  of  forts  in  our  country. 

Make  a  list  of  the  terms  associated  with  the  architecture  of  forts  with  their 
meaning.  Some  terms  like  citadel,  parapet,  merlons,  moat  etc.  can  be  included. 

Find  out  all  that  you  can  about  the  names  of  different  forts  of  our  country  and 
write  a  story  how  these  were  named. 

Imagine  you  lived  in  a  fort  of  the  medieval  period.  Now  describe  your  life  as  an 
architect,  a  king  or  a  common  man. 

Dramatize  the  events  involved  in  the  construction  of  a  fort  and  enrich  it  with 
music  of  the  period. 

Make  a  scrap  book  displaying  different  forts  with  important  description.  You  may 
choose  pictures  from  this  package  also. 

Collect  reference/quotations  from  ancient  books  on  different  types  of  forts. 

Collect  pictures  and  references  of  the  rituals  connected  with  the  architecture  of 
different  regions  of  India. 

Write  stories  about  the  dynasties  and  kings  who  built  formidable  forts  in  our 
country. 

Conduct  a  study  of  various  forts  in  our  country  and  categorize  these  monuments 
as  per  the  following: 

Forest  Fort  Mountain  Fort 

Island  Fort  Land  Fort 

Desert  Fort 


CCRT,  New  Delhi  acknowledges  the  scholarship  and  support  of 
Prof.  Choodamani  Nandagopal,  author  and  academician,  for  this  publication. 
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<t>nfe«*>  R  ft 

Forts  of  Karnataka 

1.  TORft  ft 

DdldD  if  S3R  PvdS  fRet  if  «H3l41  P3  gP5  HtflP  P53PT 

t 1  3TF  PPefP  R  374  fR.tf.  pt  ft  33  fRpp  1 1  PPPT3t,  EITpfsp > 
ip  3TP3  EfjEpg  (del  cpT  gp)  1|41m  tft3  d'13  t  I  3TF  3TP  yitH 
d'l3l  if  R  gEp  t,  fRpP5T  -a  eel  <3  dpldldd  TT^ej  if  Pleldl  %  I 
gd4)3t  tfctg  %  RgteT  fReTTet3p  if  PPPT3t  Eft  gP5  deft  Ef5gT 
PTP  t.  3TPPP:  g-dlelg  fR,  pat  pR  PP3  pt  ctp  at3  R  RpR  gg 
P?ct  tl  gpR  atcfftpp  7t?  pftpRI  pis  ip  pR  ptRp  ip  dPefi 
if  ReTcT  t,  f^TfT^r  gfl  cTP>  3gPPT  3TctcT  p)ftp  t 1 
f3  cTEp  Ret  ft  7f?T  41c||f  iddld  ETPPtRI  'MCI  P?  4)W  PTP  tt 
gg  t 1  PldcllFd  PIMIcPJ  R  dltkgK,  fSgaft  R  PPPT3t  Eft  3T3tt 
ndpi-t  ppipt,  ptp  %  3Tpar  if  gp  33  prgjpt  %  RTvrr  HPii  i  fipet 
EpT  EgTJ  fd  P  PPT  ft33P  tt  3Pd  Rsi  dT  3TP5PT  tl 
ft,  ppf  pR  R  td  fill  33  PPT  t,  d?T  33  PtR— 3ltpP  pt 
afR  R  3{tR  gt  pR  aTPTPP)  gt  Pit  3TR  gg  diet  1 1  d41  -dftel 
Pfct  R  gdlcKK  3T33Tf  33  P?ct  t,  $pfeR<  pfRd  pt  aiR  PgcT 
affifcp  ^g38TT  5TPTP  P53ct  1 1  gt  pt  tllld  Eft  gR  eFPlt  2140 
tic-!  t  cTSR  SMS'?)  Selld  R  3TT8T— PTP  333;  g3P  Ef53R  aft  I  33Tt 
pt  digit  Pel  pt  37R  12  ttS3  pap  S53R  fR4  pt  afR  22  ttS3 
1 1  R  gP3T  gT3  t.  gEp  P3T3  Eft  3Tt3  cRTT  gd3l  RRP  gt  Rt 
3(R  |  gp5  Rfsr  gT3  3ftpP  R  gt  R  mIRtR  33?  pt  SP3P  -ftPR 
ct  el '  13 '  I  tfg  if  1 1  3Jg  RUPPPcT:  3TR  3R33  3tt  8JT  33^  33cR 
^  31*13  dl'll  3^  373^  ct  P5T3  3TT3TT  SfT  I 

PJ3P  if,  3HdPI6'll  %  PTFfRgR  ^ci^aff  ip  3TP3J  if,  Rpef  P?t  cflpl^ 
ttf  ^  3*ft  aft  |  §3| cp  3TP  PJPR  3P5P  %  31  M3  3*t  PtilPI  '131 
3ff3  'jflp53R  7ft  ft53P  33T,  ftRtif  efe3l^e  33aR,  t^f  afR  tlpfl 
fif|f  P5T  5333fFT  fipTTT  RRJT I  ?3#  PK  ft  P5T  ^rpt  fip3T3T  afR 
3tf?tP5  PST3JT  33JT  cfaP  ItRlV  333  3f  ippR  ttP3T?P  33aR  P5T  ft 

gartRl  fipip  wi 

2.  Mcrehs  ft 

3RP3tp  3P  3Pfftg5  MeK^-S,  p)pfep5  ip  feRFlf  Id  el  if  P>'flMI 
Ptt  %  f^5pR  33  RapT  1 1  814  t  968  t  cTP5  Hel^-9  ^ifrPVPeff 
3T^fp  3PHIvPI  P?t  3TPmpft  3?T  I  3T^p  3T75PRT  if  3ef3^  PP 
PTRtf  3pffcT  3?T  t,  fiRfP  3P3  tf  3P5P  apffPpt  -JPfP  %  3P*P 
if  ftpfft  64  pt  3TPg  fipPI  cRP  3?eP  PPPtlP  PRP3  d<5H 
P5it  "P5ft3TPTPFf''  feR3T  I  3TPfPpt  pap  3RP  ftgH  tRf  'if^lclsl 

M6i4l3mi4  pap  ff^pfftt  sPPtRrrPP},  'j,ui*i«mi4  t  ?3f  ^TP  if 
tfp  Pt  pp  PPR  p53t  if  3T?TPPT  pt  I  3T^ff  %  3PP  ip  PTP 
tf  P?  ppip  PP3TfSfPpfr  plePRff  PleJPP  3p  pftpiff  Pl^PPf  pt 
IldtHMl  el'I'PP  1050  t-  it^P  Ptt  I 

3jgT  pf  ft  f  :  PTFt  PPT  ft,  ftgef  3P3  3fapp  apppef  33  3tR 
f3RT  WlPT  ft,  vRtip  ttp3  f*f%P  3P3  3f  Pvt  |ip4  Pt  3P3  33  I 
PRf  RleM  ip  3ff3P3  tf  PT?ff  pap  tfpft  ft  3P5  fft  t  PRp 
1 1  t^T  3cftP  ttPT  t  fHR  PTFt  ft  »ftcRt  ft  3t  P5I3t  f3IPT  1 1 
PTStf  ft  3RRTP  3)3  3t  Pgfyfl  3PP5R  P5T  1 1  tfPR  Pvt  tffPlt 
3  tfP3,  #Plt  6  tfP3  pep  1 1  ?3TP>  tf  ftp5RT  t  -  3P>  P3R 
qf$PH  P5ft  t  pftpp  P?l  afR  3|eIPT  t  pap  f3RT  *jtf  tPplt 
gf  psp  t  ft  Pvf  afR  3fRPT  1 1  ft  t  Rejp  Pf,  PRTpt  53pt> 
g35I  atafcPlRtf  ip  feR  ap,  3Pf  PP  3Tftp  pp  ft,  3T^pf  afR 
pfef  3TRTP5T  t*  tfp  PTJpR  PP53TP  t>  p)|3ul  3TP  t  SP3P  tf  PPT  I 
PcfPTP  3TPP  t  §3i  ft  t,  3^6  tfp  tft3  pap  4jw  Rle3,  g3PI7pf 
P?t  tf33P,  3T^3^pf  tl  3TPP  t)  Pftt  t*  33”!  1 1 
p5IeTfp3  t  PPPfttf  ip  3fct  PI'OIPH  ffteTP  3jtgRT  t  3IIPP  ?3T 
ft  gff  piptf  ari?TP5  fPR  P53t  PPPT3PI  ft  t  PPPT  pRptp  afR 
P5Teff  PRPK  1 1  3PP  t,  fcRPet  PS  pft  ft)  "533eff  ft"  ip  PIP 
tf  35PPT  OTTPT  t,  tf  1 1  Mela'S  ft3P3  3PP  plel  3ldl  3fR  PTP 
t  fftcTP  3T5PPP  pap  fPet  7TPP  t  tf  PelPT  3?T  I 


3.  piprtf  ft 

PTPTtf,  3Fel  PTPltf  %  PTP  tf  3PTPT  PPPI  ap,  p>pfpp5  ip  PTPePPfe 
ftlef  t  pp)  prgp)  1 1  540  t  tt  757  t  PP)  P?  PTPTtf  PTeJPPf 
pt  3TTtf  3TPPptf  ajf,  3J5  PglM  ^  prt  clap  aPRt  app  3I3PPRPP5 
tfttf  %  ff?R  3ftl5  t  I  PTPTtf  P5f  FP  3?Plf  fft  P5?  3TP)t  tl 
31?  pt  3P3IP  PfRff  3?lfttf  t)  tfp  Pitt  t)  f?[t  33  RepT  1 1 
t  3?Tftpf  ?3#  PP3  3fR  pfjRt  t  t  Itlpgt  #p  Tjt  t  PRt  ttP 
33  3P5  PTP  t  Pit  PPT  del  RIP  PPTPT  tl 
ftptt  t)  3TT3P  t  feldM  ^  Itpel  3P3  33  PPT  f 3P  ft  ap 
ftRTPt  PS  PPTcft  ft  tfpR,  PP3  pit  aR  f3  ajf  |  pf  Tilt  3Pf 
PlfrfTPTeft  ft  4?lftpl  33  pt  f(J  af  d?T  tf  PTRTP  ft)3P  dTPT 
ap  |  pfMt  3?ltf  33  PPT  f 3P  ft  RP  PSeT  ft  P)?dlc1l  ap  pap 
SxRf  161-11  33  PPT  ft  P-tpilc'  3p  'PTPP  PgM  ft'  PTFeTTcP 
ap  |  Tjt  ftdT  t  PP3  3cSR  afR  tfeft  Ristt  tf  ptf  tfpR  tl  3fSm 
ap,  ftRTt  PPTP  tf  ft3  Ptf  ft  tf  ^  3TPf  3RpP  ftdT  t 
PPTP  t>  fePJ  P?tt  pap  fttt  3PT?7P  Ptf  aff  | 

SxRt  3?rtt  33  ppi  gap  ft,  3?rtt  ft  pp  tjpt  spt?3P 
1 1  ft  Pvt  3pf  tteTTPTR  tfpR  ft  161-st  14)113  pt  tpcf  ?T[  PS 
PPTcft  t  3par  tt  artf  t>  tprtf  fRT  P5T  atieiWi  tf  (4)9I  dT 
3TP5PT  tl  ft  3RTPTP  PffdTPTR  t  pap  ?3Tpft  tfpR  pt  PRTTt 
tf  2  ttS3  tl  6  tf23  cTP)  PScff  PScff  1 1  pfiptf  ft  pftft  <a-tl 
PgH  t)  Rl333  33  1 1  ?3T  FgM  Pvl  fTPT  161-11  Tpc^S  tl  3TeTP 
P53t  PTeff  TJP5  yPTPPTTcff  ‘16'fl  3Plt  ftRTpft  pfsit  18  ^  30 
3)fS  t  afR  3T?  26  3)|S  t  60  3)fS  TIP)  P?t!  1 1  361  3P)  3TP)tt 
PTtf  t  Ptf  pflftaft  gRT  3fPT  dT  3TP5PT  tl  PleTIPTR  PS  pff 
tfpRf  %  PI?tl  3lR  Pttt  33  3P5  3RTPIP  ppfpftp  pile  PPT 
f3P  tl 

fdiRtf  38T3  t  3I3t  3RP  pff  3TdPTtf  3«TMiciRc1  PR  PTPTtf  t 
PPT  tf  3fR  Ipt  161-tl  3SR  33  ft  PPlt  p)T  3T3ffP  W3cM  14)31  I 
SP%  3TPP  i|)  543  t  P3  TTTtfp  prpfsp)  tl  3TpftcT  3TP  PP5  P5T 
3P5PTP  RleTlRw  fc|?t3  3n3  tl  ft-ftpRl  33  3P5TPT  STdcP  1 1 

4.  ftdPPPR  ft 

PTpfsp)  %  4eeHff  ftTet  t  1335  f.  t,  3Pf  fc|3TT31IP  if5  PTt  PPfp 
t,  ?R?3  pap  fPPP  t  fPPPT  ptf  t)  ft)pR  TJP5  PP3  P3PPT 
fuRTPP  PR  ltd3H'R  33sP  PPT  I 

-3HP)  PTT3IP  t  3T-5P  pf  -M'J.g  f3P  3Pf  efPTPR  1-sltl  3TP3Tt  t, 
ittf  ft)  P6Mtl  ?RPft  t  SfcP  efr  feR  eTSlt  tfeft  3tt  I  PP3  p)t 
^38P  3^  feR  ?R?3  ftcftP  (1399-1406  t)  t  ft  pt  tfpR  afR 
fat  Pt  tRTPtf  afR  Pdfp  PRrt  I  tP3TP-f|cffP  (1422-1446  t-) 
t>  gRT  PP3  pt  tf  aifstp)  PdfP  PPT3P  ‘131  I  1 443  t  apt  1)13-41 
3Ptt  3Pfd  3PdTP>  tl  fpRP  if)  3Tf3P3  ftd3TPP3  3P5  PfeTTPTR 
apffct  PP  t  pap  pp)  3?rit  t)  RrP3  33  Rerp  tl 
53Tt  ptf  3ft?  ptf  fit)  PP3  PP  ftfp)3P  fltP  ap  |  Zfg 
SPFPf  4  ffeRT  gap  ap  ftRTPt  P5T3P  f?PP  ft  Pt  tfpR  PP> 
Ptf  3|p  PTt  af  |  PF  ptfppp  ?RTPT3f  t  fdftdP  ap  df 
anprpp  pap  ^f3ap  %  feR  3TSTP  af  |  tfpRf  33  3^3P5  Rarp  t 
ftipt  3caT3,  fPS3  3P  dltf  pap  3TTET  PR  f 3PP  33 

P33TR  dlt  af,  ftRTtt  f?PP  pif  PfP  ?tRt  tfcff  aft  I  apprpo 
TPTTRpf'  tr  fclRT^  fcRdfsp)  ?RtPR  tf  ft  pif  ^38P  t)  feR 
S3Pfp  ?ft  1 1  3TFT  33  RtRpp  ptd  gR  af  ftrptl  PR  t  - 
PTTReff  gR,  3Tf3  gR,  tRttS  fR,  p5PeTtf3T  gR  pap  Pedf3T 
gR  I  t  3ltf  3f%ftp  gR  TStf  tfpRf  pap  3?Ttf  *f3pePat  t 
Tjt  af  I  ft  pt  5g38P  PP  PR  3R3PlPP)f  t)  ?Tarf  t  ap, 
ftlp  33  3TdT  pt  PgP  fcRPRT  ap  | 

1 509  t-  t  dP  fWtp  3TP  3TdPtt  33  tt  PP  p-elt  Pfp  t  PPP 
3TdPTtf  t  PPPR  I  33PJ  23  dpptt,  1565  t)  diet  pile  %  3J5  t 
ftdPd'K  pt  ftdP  3t  KRp  PR  ft3l  I  3TF  T*P)  (tdRIRI-fl  f^l 
ap  |  df  RtdPPPP  3PTTT3P  pap  3fgpp  353  t  pRrtf  3TFPPPP3 
3tePPP,  tfp3,  tldlf3  pap  pfeTpisr  %  tfp  f3P  ap,  Ri-tlt 


pflrp  PT3P  t  affcR  ftf,  PlHIoP  %  fiRT^-  PPPTTP  ftrap  ap| 

5.  f efppf  ft 

pTpfsp)  t  feTPPf  PP  ft  3P5  P3ft  ap,  ftRTt  ptt  tf  TPffctPT 
^38P  P5T  3TRP  Ptf  ap  |  ft  t  15  ft  pap  3TPPP:  26  Ptt  aft, 
ftRTt  3t  3d  25  itfs  ep4f  aft  |  ^t  PR3  pt  Spff  pRptf  ftdT 
t  t  PSP  aftdPt  t  3H3dlp)T3  1 1  31?  50  3?IS  gf?tf  tfpR  t  Rl3T 
g 3P  t  pap  3gT5  ft  tl  3TP3TeT  33  PS  pt  g3  t  3fR  tftf  pap 
P?ft  3PTt  tt  p  tl  P3fP:  fiRTTeT,  5S33  st  g3  PS  33 
fpt  piR  pgcR  Pt  |R  af  Rip  33  Ptt  33ff  gt  tf  I  3T#  PT?3 
RtPTeff  gt3,  PP  33  pt  ptjt  pap  tp  t  t  3TP  P*f35pRt  ttPT 
ip  PPTP  t)  ptft)  1 1 

7TFT  tf  piRT  gR  t,  3P)  gtf  tfpR  ip  pap  t  pap  f3T3T  iRptt 
tfpR  ip  pap  tl  gtf  piRTgR  ti  PT?tf  PRSR  PP  gR  ap3P  tf 
f3)T  1 1  g3Tip  50  3)fs  eT*t  pt  Pfef3TT3f  t)  pfpt  tR  pt  38TP5 
3J?  tl 

PRptf  gR  RP)  ftP  3RPPT  t  df  pfl^t  t  *g3f8tP  aft  PSP  3TP 
3PSF3  3TP33P  t  1 1  3T?  3ffp  ip  3TT3PR  pt  daTPT  PSTP5R  3RPPT 
P5T  REP  «gtp  t  Tift  ft  t  PT?3  Pt  3TR  ftpTeft  gt  ptt  1 1 
g3lt  P5R3T:  PR  P3Ppt  pap  PR  3TPPP  )f3RlP  P3PR  1 1  TTcRTg 
R  RdgP  eftt  Pt  dtRt  pt  did  tPldl  t  3fR  dftep  3J3 f§TP  ?t 
dTPt  1 1  t  3PP5RR  ip  3TRP  gR  ip  3TRt  RP5  RR  t  fpR  RR 
PP5  PTP  tt  diet  at  |  tf  3S  P5T  gR  fd-d  33  ellei  d-si  g3P  t 
pap  Ptef  Ptf  gt  t  3TTd  tf  3Ppt  Rarlt  t  PPT  g3P  1 1 
RT3ctP  ft!  t  ippd  feIPPf  ft  Pt  RP)  ftP  P5ST  dP-MIdl  "PTdT 
ft3TR"  33pt  P)T  tf3P  3T3T  ap  |  PF  3TTPPTP5R  ap  g3Tt  PR  ft 
t,  afR  ?3Tpt  ft  Diet  P^3P  PeSR  t  ptf  tllKl  t  ptt  PlDelt 
P5T  3T33P  ptf  ap  |  3TF  33ptt  t  tft  Pel  33  PRT  g3P  ap,  §31*1 
cpciel  dpt  g6lt  33  ptf  ^et  3ttf  gRT  tf  sTcRl  14)31  dT 
3TP5PT  ap  |  3jf  ft  %  Rap  RTP  t  PPT  gap  ap  |  g3TPP  dipl'T 
atfclP  3PPP  4>  Iel3  14)31  dTPT  ap  I 

6.  dTPT  pRdS,  feTPPf  ft 

feIPPf  ft  pt  dIMI  PRdS  1367  t-  t  33t  PTTdftp  gT3T  3dlt 
ptf  aft  i  3jf  PT3P  pt  pp)  artfRt,  ft  353  R  anfp  pRdS  t, 
f3lpt  t?3TP  %  -3)33  pap  3etp5  ptt  t  f*PP  pt  1 1  eTPPP  70 
fPP  1 1  ?3ft  Ptt  3feP  g3P  3PPP  ptt  t  pap  3JF  216  ite 
el *41  afR  176  3ts  tl-sl  1 1  3TT3T  MD|3I  PRP  3aT  R  3TTPT  1 1 
PP3  4r  gt  pt  afR  PFPtt  P)4  tl  t  PPfpTR  t  pap  gp  33  pR 
f*PP  tl  4  3PPT3R  fjptfp  PPTP5R  -33R  PT3etp  Ret  R  pR 
ef)4  t  dt  dIT3S3  ftrt  Pt  Pd4  Pt  Ptt  1 1  33PJ  PtRdPTT?  4r 
MD33  33  <£W  ft'f  Riel  pt  -ddlie  4<at  pt  ftelet  t,  anRel 
PTltt  P?T  4)  311-tld  4)  atfclP  P3nT  15tt  3ldl«fl  t  3TEfv,  RRl  Ret 
P)T  3TTPF3TP:  PPeTP  Ptf  ap  |  if  R  TJP5  P5g  dt  %  3^ITdT 
PPT  pEfTd  3ft  t,  3Ttf  3T3PTP  ip  efttt  gRT  gRt  dTet  1 1  3TFT 
4)  pppt  4)  ifFPIP  P?Ptt  RRf  4)  t  pap  RptR  33  35R3t  Ret 

pt  RldDeil  tl 

Reefl  gRt  Rrgpr  f4rt  pt  gReiP  arRiDiRpl  4>  ftst?  R 
Del 33 3)3  1347  f.  R  ?3IP  Pf  gT3T  P?Ptt  3ledPP  pt  36TT3PT, 
gt  (dpd  feIPPf  Eft  3T3tt  dlddldl  4)  felg  fdl  pap  gR  pppt 

Efp  RlPW  PR4)  3ldl3l  I 

1429  t-  TtP)  feTPPf  eR  g33T  gftpp  3tt  afR  PP  3TFPP5P?  t 
aiptt  3ld3ldl  peppfpRp  D3p)  ttp3  pt  -eidPltl  PPT  ftap  | 
dldPldl  PPeT  did  R  feIPPf  P5T  tf3P  dldl  3?T  I  1 520  t-  R 
f4dPPP3  4)  gTSJiRp  3JP  R  gcHP'li  33  3T1P)PR  PR  pgf  4)  ft 
pt  «P3P  Ep3  fRpi  |  ItlcHlef-yf  ip  aifPR,  PTP  R  3Iet  3llf4eRII6 
R  I4d9d'l3  4)  dldl  pt  F3tR  4)  PTP  geld'l!  ft  P5T  RRffeR 
ftrap  i  1657  R  aftRrRp  R,  dt  S3T  ptpp  pfRp  R  3j4pr  R, 

ttdfg3  afR  gell'll  pt  did  feTPT  I  PTP  R  fell'll  ftdTP  3TTPTPP 
R  aitfp  ap  P3P  | 


cRTT  ®tFT  RFFT  Rf^RH  t  1 1  fFR  gT?  Rlt  ft  %  ft  ft  I  ftn^t 
3ttet)  ?i?RdlR  tj  I  sl-SI  g?RT?  tit  Ft  fR  ?7T?  R?  RRT  fan  1?  rfsJT 
Rf  gt  cR?  *)hr)h  tr  feTR  tl  ft  Rt  tfgti  ;gg?  rt£  fR  ip 

RldltaFf  ?f  Rtf  ft  t  fuTR  Rl  gftf  3Tt?  HHI«?  fipRT  RRT  f 1  tfRT? 

cf?r  isgrt  4  tr  5 tfg?  nan  1.5  tte?  tftf  t 1 

ft  Rt  tfgti  RTeT  9  UdfM  gag  gf  gT?  t  RTtf  TRT  RRTftf  tl  RrTft 
rRTT  gfifttf  tfRT?  R|  ft  gf  g?«||?)'  if  fcIRTftld  t  ftldt)  tfR  t  RR 
5T?  t 1  ft  %  #n  gT?  t,  T^eff.  nf^rtf  Ran  gfMl.  #tf  tfgT?f  if 
ReP-RR  £R  1 1  RF  gT?  RTt  ?T1R1R  RfRRT  ?1  gt  fR  t  fWf  if. 
F?TRgT?  ycRl,  gftf  fcpRT?f  tr  3TEJ  HlellePK  WdRili,  RRip  ?RaT  gt 
fR  Rtirsnn  faf  crtt  Rrt  %  gftf  aft?  gt  fR  tft  gfgt  ti  tf?r  fip 
ft^f  tft?f  if  RR  Rift  t,  aRlftcftR  t73T-feT5l  ?TOT  RjeT-RftRf  % 
RTTeff  ^  ?Taft  tfRTt,  ?g*gf  tr  ?RF  RFT  gt  fR  f  | 

?TR  RwivU  tr  qftdR  if  RR  RftjK  Rtf  ft  1 1  RF  3TTR7TTRT?  t  cRJT 
24  tfg?  R  13  tfg?  RTR  eft  1 1  F?tt  RR  RTafRT  ?TRT  RRR,  RR  HgeR 
3nRdl4>l?  3TTRR  t  ftfRRf  ttf  ft  tfgR  70  ?f.tf.  RTtf  Ran  1  tf. 
Rtft  tl  F?rt  Rtf  cTOT  gf&tf  ®t?  R?  nt?T  gT?  tl  RTFft  gag  tfgtf 
tfgpft  TR  RIT'kW  1 1  Tfet  3TTRR  if  gf  Rft  Rtf  ft  1 1 

21.  R?TRTReRm  ft 

«|-Hc|l4>ci||u|  ft  RgfgR  %  tfg?  foef  if  ft£RT  1 1  7JF  10^f  *lc1l«fl 
^  ^(rl^lRlct,  JTTRT  gif  g^lfdl  tl  TTTg  %  dlcjcf-of  t  3RRff  ^N'MI-fl 
HM^d  ^f  ^JHI-dRd  7fR%  4>ei|lul  if  ^TTt,  5#fcR  gRRIM 
ft  tf  1 1  i2tf  Jsidi«fl  %  mra  ^ggR75  trrRcr  % 
«|>Hc(|cboil|u|  cRTT  f^RPT  ft,  RBRT  Wfe?  cRIT  ETTftcp  3IKldH 
7PT  tig  8JT  |  7Rlt?7R  t  vJrrfcT  RTR5IT  cTSTT  'difttllftdl  TPT  fttfR  ftRIT 

srr  i 

7J?  ft,  3TRRTRT  %  Sfgff  gt  feRT  t  Wf  tft  Wef  iR  fteRT  1 1 
1JSR1  TTfcr  UF  ft?  fj  ^  t73t  1R  R?  3TRTFff  3RRRT  Rtf  WtcTT  3)k 
fRt  R7  SelM  3tlt  fl?  Midi  R7T  cftt  RRTcT  Rtf  M'Sdl  RRfft) 
RlftrRP  RiR  tl  3nt  Midi  eft  ftRT  ftRff  Mdcd  t>  73Tt  t  STeIRR 
RRRfR  ftRT  RTT  RTRRTT  tl 

Rf  t)  fTsR  gR  eft  '3)>I=I“-S  d'fclMl'  efjgcl  t,  Rt  RR  RtfR  ReSRf  eft 
Rfeetf  tr  RRT  1 1  Rf  et  WRt  eft  #SR  Rt  3TR  TsFSgR  tf  Rtf  t, 
efR  Hit  HSel  -d<fc1  if  Mgdldl  t  TRf  ^ImHgcl  efjgolldl  1 1  RRT  dR^lg, 
RefT  fRRTTcR  ftRT  RtfRRgcT  efT?t  t  TRTT  RR)  RRRR  gTRT  Tttf  ^T5 
RRRRTT;  cRltf  fR  Rc«R  ?RTT  rR  Rf  Rtf  ft  1 1  ft  t)  RTt  t  RRi 
RfeRT  t,  «ff  RT  ct  fg'fd  Rt  §Hle;cl  t)  fl'fld  d M tl d  t  elldl  vdldl 
STT  aTRefT  RTRRff  TfTRR  R5T  tfRT  ftft  RTRTT  3fRt  3TRTR  RRt  tl  ftff 
RRRtR  t  RTRT  tfRT  I 

RF  Rep  tRT  ft  t  RTtf  ft  It'd  RcfTR  eft  RlttP  epRTTRRtt  eft  atfR 
vdftddl  tf  RRTtf  Rt  ett  t^stf  eft  fteltf  1 1  fj®  t^Sft  t  tfcTRRfcT 
®ftf  tf  t  RR^f  RReft  Rcff  t)  ^g  gt  RTR  ep  afk  nRTRTTTcff  1 1  ettf 
t>  fR  TR  Reep»  arr^teT  ep  ftR^RTR  TP  feTR  R^t  RRT  tr  eft 

3He|?def)dl  t  I  Rdt  tl  arftepcR  HMct  t?  3nepR  eft  t  I  Rdt  ^  RR) 
Rt  RTRt  Rtf  t  RF  tfRTTfg  Rt  RRf  ctR  t)  RTRR  t,  Rt  ft)  3TfRTR 
ep  arfTTR  MIR  EITfat  Rt  PtR  RTf  Rf  Rtf  1 1  FRT  PfR  RTf  t)  egy 
fttfR  fR  t  whff  ft)  RF  tfRRcTR  Rtf  ep  dldd  t  tf  RRR  R^f  Ftt, 
SlRd  R^f  Ftt,  ft  It'd  yeoK  t)  Miyfdeo  RFRf  Rt  RTFR  RR  'deptl 
I  RF  din  3tR  tf  clHHH  3fRt  fcT  Wl  t  ^  afk  ^deit  fRt  Rt 
gft)RT  artf  tf  RRt  RRet  tl 

22.  RTR Rl ft  ft 

RTgftft  ft  RRlfep  t)  RRTt  Rt  ftf  t  Rt  RR)  1 1  F^TRt  RRftfct 
RRT  RRR  RfRIRT  tftf  fttlWR  RRRfTgtfR  1 1  RF  ft  ftRITeT  iJRTcT 
RTRR  RR  RRT  f3TT  t  ut  eTRRR  850  tf£R  cRRT,  500  tfRR  tfFT 
RRT  100  tfRR  RTRT  #  I  RTeRTR  RTfRR,  RTRR,  Rfel,  RFRtt  fcRIR, 
3HftcH^lltl  RRT  ItRTTR  ?TRTRt  t  RR  ?TRTR  ft)RT  I  ^JRf  t)  3TJRR, 
FR  ft  t  RTR  ftTcRRtTR  Rt  3T5TR— 3TRTR  RTRR  ttf^lR  t,  RTR  Rt  I 
ft  t)  gR  RTt  RR  ftRR  ftldlefy  %  3TfHR,  RTTFfT  cTT^RT  %  RTR 
RTTRR  t  RFt  RT^"  RR)  RTR^RTR  RTRR)  eiifrb  t  RF  ft  RRTRT  RT  I 


3TRt  RTR  RRT  RRTft  t)  3T1RN  RR  F^T  ft  Rt  fcTRT  Rflt R,  Fddft, 
tcRTTtf  RRT  RTTFfR  fRf  ^  Rt  RTT  RRnt  1 1  t  Rtf  ft  Rfltf 
RFR|f  ep  TRRR  RfRcftR  RIH  RR  Rt  f?  1 1 

RTgftft  RRR  RFnlt  t)  Rrltf  Rtt  t)  3TTRRRT  RRT  f3R  t,  Rtf  afR 
ft  R)T  ReRT  Rlt  tl  RF  W^IHlt  RFIgTR  RFRITcIT  tl  RFTgTT  t 

ant  nt?igit  Rt  rrt  »jigeiT  t  nt  rttrr  t  ^stt  t^?r  1 1  ^trrt 
ftfRTRR  F^T  RTF?  t  3RRT  RR  H^lgKf  t  ftRTftTR  1 1  ^?«TT  t^el 
ip  RTg  RTR?  RFTtf  Rt  3Tf?  RTfRT  fan  RR  cRRT  RfeTRRT  t  ftfRt? 
RTtf  RRR  d)tl  tfRT?  RRT  gTtf  3Tt?  R?R?f  eft  RdF  t  RRT  RR 
RTcTTRTR  t,  F?TRt  f^Tfft  t  RTgftft  FffeT  1 1  HlgltR  t  ft  t)  tfR? 
RRT  RTF?  fttc?  ReT  t)  3ltR  ^fR  1 1 

RFTtf  t?  RRff-RftRtf  RBTtf  Rtt  R?  gf  RT  tfR  faf  1 1  RRt  ?f  RR 
ft  1tl?T  R?  RfR  ??tf  ft  t,  Fdt)  affrlR  Tit?  R?  RR  3T?tf  3TRRT 
RTT??t  R5T  RlcHltTil  tl  3TT?TRT?T  tr  F^TRt  t  R)|  Rtt  Rtf  ff  f  I 
RFT  RR  R^f  3TTRRTRT?  ?f?RRT  tf  t  Rf  f^RTfttf  Rt  t?R  RetR 
Ftt  tl  RFf  RR  feTRra  Rff  RT  RtFT  t  Rf  R?Rttt  Rt  tfRTt  t 
3TTRR  t  ^an  t  RRT  F'lt’  tfef  RR  tfRT  dfdRKI  1 1  RF  ft 
RTT  RftRtf  gT?  RTt  tl  F?nt  RetR  FtRT  t  ft)  RF  RTTRR  t  3Tat 
RFt  ?f  f?feR  ft  RT  I 

23.  R??ft 

RRHft  RJRfep  ip  ?TRf?  ftftf  RTT  RR  ftffR  RTR  tl  ttRTf?  tr 
anfteIRntf  ?MT3t  t  RF  ft  RRRTRT  RT  I  fW  Rtf  gT?T  RR  tfR 
?RJF  Rt  -dt-eldl  Rt  Rtf  1 1  RT?RR  t  fRT  Rtf  ?TRf?  RRT  RTgftft 
Rt  tldl  t?RTR  fdtlfRd  efnjtl  1 1  RTPIft,  tfR  Rt  mRrhI  RfR  R? 
1 1  (vild+ft)  delft  RTT  RTR  tfR  ft  (tfR+ft)  tf  1 1  fW  Rtf 
RFFif  iP  ftf  fipRTt  Rt  tf?tf  ft  RFtf  t  ftl?nt  3TT?TRT?T  tr  efoff 
ft  RR  MgRdl  eplcld  Ff  dldl  1 1  F?lle1?  RF  ft  t)  feTR  RR  3TTg?f 
?RTR  1 1  ft  3TR  ?FFF?  3TR?8TT  t  t  ft  t)  RTR?  RR  ?TRR  if  RR 
RFeT  RRT  RR  RF7RTRT  RT  I 

gfMf  fipRTt  R?  RR  T£tf  Rtf  ?T?RRT  1 1  RR  ft  tf  RRT  f 3R  t 
ftr?T?t  ft  aif?  tfR  eft  ftRT  fep-tl  ?>RTRR  ip  t?RT  RT  ?|ip  I  RFT^f  Rt 
ftRet  ?TcTF  ^  d)M?  diet  RR  ft  ip  7RFF?  t?t  RT  ?TR>t  ^  I  RFT 
?TRT3t  Rt  R5f  t  Idd  R?  Rtf  RFRTR  fted  Rtf  1 1  Rtf  R?  lidH^tK 
Hldl  RTT  Ran  teRPRT  Rft?  tf  1 1  fTW  Rtf  RR  fepRT?T  RTcfgR  Rtf 
1j,  M?-f  RFT  RRTR  Rff  RTFeTTt  RT^  feTRTt  RfR  RTSp?  1 1  RRft 
R?  fR  Midi  RcST?  t  IdR  R?  cTSR  tRRTRtf  felft  RR  Rlellelta 
1 1  ?STTtfR  HMdlf>HK  RF  fR  ?ffR  t|?n  Reap?  Rtf  t  ®RT  f an  t 

ftrcrii  ?icT  rhr™tt  tr  f$rct  ff  tjr  ctt?r  ®g  t  Rif  ?ntf  fftnr  ^ 
fRi  ??t  nt  1 

RF  ft  eTRRR  RfRttfR  t  fd?|ep  gftf  lelM'fld  ft)dl?l  R?  Rg?RTF  1 1 
F?lip  RTR  RTR  t  RR  tft?  t,  f!2T  ?T?t  ftfRetTR  t  RSTT  -deff-cq  RRRf 
?f  ff  t  vtt  ftr  '(I'JlHSd,  hIrrI  ip  RRR,  'dltdRep  RTTRfeTR, 
RRTRRTTet  eRfrPRf  %  RRR,  RTFPtf  tr  R?  FeRlft  1  F?it  ?Ft  RTeff  Rt 

^?en  tr  ?itf  fPimtl  rrtr  rstt  Rf  Rt  ang?  ant  tr  tigrt  tr  ?rtf 

?TIRRf  RTT  SRTR  ??3T  RRT  t  ftl?T  ip  RTTRR  RF  fR  ^?feR  ft  ?FT  I 

24.  dl?Hd  ft 

FT^  Rf?Rel  ?TRft  cTT^R  t  RPTRRT  Rtf  iP  fipRTt  fteRT  1 1  ftRRRR? 
ip  RcTR  ip  RTg  dl?de1  fdell  cTSTT  H?l<j|3Tf  ^  attRTT?  t  3TTRT I  TfRT 
Hldl  dldl  t  ft?  ftlRTaft  t  Ft  RRRTRT  RT  FUR)!  ft?RT?  R)?gTRT  ®R  I 
ft  Rt  tfRTt  R?  gf  RTTftf  f5ldlel<a  Rf  gt  I  RRt  fR  1535 
t-  t  FSIltld  et  ?TRR  RTT  t,  Fdep  lddiul  Rg  vScdt<a  RTxf  RT  RTRg 
F?rip  ftnfR  tr  ft?RT?  rtt,  ?t  rf  t^r  apsfcR  antPR  tr  tt  f?ptfpt 

RTRR  eiifrt)  t  fepRI  RT  I  Rdt)  tft  egy  R^RF  eft  RftpRf  RT  f?T?T 
Itldlel'a  1583  t-  RTT  F^ttH  f|tfR  %  ?TRR  RT  t,  RF  ft  tr  3PR 
RTR  tT  ltdiul  et  fc|RR  t  t  I 

RF  ft  RcWRT  Rtf  %  ftTRTt  R^rtf  f-RTR  R?  ItaTcT  1 1  F^  tf 
RiRTRPf  #,  TJR  t#RR  Rt  at?  TfeTRT  t  RRT  f?T?T  RTg?  ft  Rt  3t? 
Tfelt  ejiell  fisR  gT?  1 1  ft  eft  tfRTt  fg?  Rft  3jf?  3TfRTetf  t 


?P3t  f^  1 1  Fcgt  RRPTtfgT?  RR?  gt  tfRT?  'HIHI'Rd:  RFT  RTtf 
RTTet  tl  RT®  Rft  RTRTR  t  argfg  gRT  fetftg  tl  gRIF?ul  ip  feTR 
TJR  RRRTTtf  t  ftrcrt  RR  R®et  cTRT  gf  3PR  tfg  t  ftTRtr  Rlfl?  F?T 
ip  ■HHId  t  R?^  ft?  ?frRf  Rt  ?T?F  Hctd  Fft  1 1 
cft?ReT  tfR  t  RR  f?t  Rt  at?  fF  f^t  gf  fFgf  RTcJRR  tft?  1 1 
ft  tr  tfcT?  fcTRTST  tft?  RTT  ft?lld  degel  1 1  fd'd  tft?,  Rf  ?THTR 
RfRRT  TTSTT  RTR  RT  t,  tr  RtfF  t  ttf  Rt  fft  ?«TTftcT  1 1  TTTTtf  Rt?T 
Rlt  t  difcl  t  RefRT  RT?t  R?  TJR  ®fgT  ?TT  ftddd'l?  fleff  RTT  HRHfd 
tft?  1 1  ^PT  fteRR?  RFf  tf  tft?  1 1  RtfF  tr  RT?f  aft?  FRt  tf 
ipReT  fcldlR  tft?  Rt  d ?R d I  t,  f«T?TRt  R?  4)W  RTTRftRTR 

ffttf  Rtf  ft  tf,  Rf  3TR  SR?g  Ff  Rtf  If  I  fddlaT  tft?  Rt  RT?fR5c1T 
Ran  ffcfepell  arRTRTRR  ?<fR  t  ?Rg?TFf  Rfttf  %  ?TRTR  1 1  Filt)  3Tft. 
ftRT,  ft  t  tfR  HRdt,  RR  g?RTF  TTRT  gf  Rrt  1 1  RF  T^RT  ?R  RTR 
ft  amt  ?rt?r,  Rftt  gaTT  ffttf  tr  cpkr  tqep  m4c0  tig  t  aif? 

ftRcT  ?TRR  Rt  tftFTftR  RgRTaff  RTT  FftteRR  tf  I 

25.  ft) 5?  tdHI  ft 

td*RI  ft  TJR  RFTR  iffrlFlRlet)  ?RT?R  t  cTSTT  RTRfgR  RTT  f?RT  RtgR 
angrtR  1 1  RF  ftrf?  td*Hi  ft  t>  rtr  tr  tf  trtrt  Rn?n  1 1  RF 
teTRTR  t  50  ftr.tf.  Rt  ft  R?  cTRT  RNRTF  32  ftr.tf.  gt  ffl  R? 
ftRcT  ^  I  ft>f?  tdHI  ft,  ?Ttf  td*HI  t)  tfcg  t  ftrt  Rt  RFTR 
-Wdeldl  ?TRt  RTT  ?RSt  ^  I  F?lep|  RFxg  epqel  Rdt)  RTRfftTcR  tr  fel? 
^f  Rtf  t,  3Tftf  RF  RR  ?TTF?T  RSTT  RftcTT  ?RRTR  RTT  RcffR  1 1 
RF  ft  RTet  attdTRR  Rfltf  RTR?  t  ftftcT  t  tftTR  Ref  RTR  t  RF 
RR  TIFF?  ip  aTeTTRT  RT®  Rtf  ^  I  ft  tr  gftf  3Tf?  Tttf  tfRT?  t 
cTSRRR  RRT  ??t  1 1  F?rtr  3Rg?  RR  RTtfR  f?tfR  I  ftpt  ?ltf  tR^RT 
RTcT:RTTeT  fR  R8TR  Rt  t?ft  ip  IcTR  RRRfR  t  eTTtf  aff  I  F?T  f?tfR 
epf  toHlel  3TR  Rtf  Ff  Rltf  I  F?l  ft  t  RR  ?pg?  Repfcd  (g?TRgT) 
Rt-HRt  eRRTt  Rt?T^  100  Rtg  R  30  Rtg  at  3ft?  RF  tfRTR  tr  ?F>tf 
R?  ftRTT  f 3R  an  R?RJ  3TR  TR^t  Rag  ®TT  gftf  tf  FST  ftR  Rt  f?  aff? 
F?T  ft  t  RR  ?TTTFTeTR  tf  t  ftr?rt  RgtR  ip  feTR  RptfR  R?fR  Ttt 
ddellxi,  FTeT  Ran  eTRTtf  ip  g?Rlt  F?RTft  ??t  Rt  1 1 
F?TRt  tfRT?  tr  ?naT  ?RT^  tf  F?f  ft  Rt  tt  fR  ^  I  ?TRRcT:  ftf  tfRR 
tr  RTR  Rtf  ft  FfteT  t  t  RTtf  F?T  ?3Tt  t  3nRT  an  I  Rt?T  Rlt  tr 
gftf  aft?  Rt  y  1  ej  ft  h  1 ,  ?ffts  Ran  RTcf  tr  ftann  t  ^en?g?  RT?tr  fR: 
?RTftR  Rt  Rtf  1 1  RFeT  RRjeT  t  ?nteH  FeRTft  ip  feTR  RR  gt  t 
g?RT?  Rt  ?f?RRT  Rt  Rt  aft  ftrt  'g?RT?  RFeT'  RTFt  1 1  RF  ft  tTReT 
RT?fftleR  RTT  ReftR  tf  Rtf  3lftf  RR  RFTR  ftgfF  RT  ?R?°T  RTRIRT 
t,  Rf  artgft  Rt  tfft  'Flft^R  3RR  ^?T'  tr  fcl?)^  fepRT  RRT  SR  | 


%  c£rf 

Forts  of  Karnataka 

1.  Banavasi  Fort 

Banavasi  is  an  ancient  temple  town  in  Uttara  Kannada  district 
in  Karnataka.  It  is  374  kilometres  away  from  Bengaluru. 
It  is  one  of  the  ancient  towns  of  India  which  has  been 
mentioned  in  the  Mahabharata  epic.  Banavasi  has  been  called 
as  “Jaladurga”  or  Water  Fort  by  the  Aihole  inscription  of 
Pulkeshi  II  probably  because  the  river  Varadha  flows  around 
the  town  on  three  sides.  It  used  to  lie  in  the  rain  forests  of 
Western  Ghats  making  its  access  very  difficult. 

At  one  point  of  time  the  extant  fort  walls  used  to  enclose  part 
of  the  present  village  of  Banavasi.  The  Chutus,  a  feudatory  of 
the  imperial  Satavahanas  made  Banavasi  its  capital  and  later 
on  it  was  ruled  by  the  Kadambas.  However,  only  the  ruins  and 
few  remains  of  the  fort  can  be  seen  today. 

The  fort  was  built  at  the  sharp  curve  of  the  river  Varadha,  the 
point  at  which  the  river  from  the  north-western  direction  used 
to  take  an  easterly  turn  abruptly.  The  river  flowed  in  a  zigzag 
way  thus  providing  considerable  protection  on  the  southern 
side.  The  total  length  of  the  fort  wall  measured  2140  meters. 
There  used  to  be  a  moat  along  the  exterior  slope.  The  width  of 
the  moat  was  about  12m  at  the  base  and  about  22m  at  the  top. 
There  were  two  main  gates,  one  on  the  north  and  the  other  on 
the  south-east.  There  was  a  small  gate  on  the  west  almost  in 
the  mid-way  of  the  western  wing  of  the  fort-wall  which  is  in 
ruins.  It  was  not  meant  for  regular  and  common  entrance,  but 
to  be  used  in  times  of  danger  by  people  for  escape. 

Originally,  the  fort  wall  was  built  of  bricks  during  the  reign  of 
the  Chutus,  a  feudatory  of  the  Satavahanas.  Thereafter,  during 
the  reign  of  Kadambas,  the  fort  was  enlarged  and  fortified 
with  laterite  stones,  bricks  and  mud. 

2.  Malkhed  Fort 

Manyakheta  or  modem  Malkhed  is  located  on  the  banks  of 
Kagina  River  in  Gulbarga  district,  Karnataka.  Malkhed  was 
the  capital  of  the  powerful  Rashtrakuta  empire  from  8 14  C.E. 
to  968  C.E.  Malkhed  had  a  glorious  past  under  the  Rashtrakuta 
dynasty,  particularly  under  the  Emperor  Amoghavarsha 
Nrupatunga,  who  ruled  for  64  years  and  penned  the  first 
classical  Kannada  work,  Kavirajamarga.  Amoghavarsha 
and  scholars  such  as  mathematician  Mahaveeracharya,  and 
intellectuals  Jinasenacharya,  Gunabhadracharya  helped  to 
spread  Jainism  in  the  region.  After  the  fall  of  the  Rashtrakutas, 
it  remained  the  capital  of  their  successors,  the  Kalyani 
Chalukyas  or  Western  Chalukyas  till  about  1050  C.E. 

There  used  to  be  two  forts:  a  large  outer  fort  at  the  ground 
level  and  within  it,  a  small  fort  on  the  artificially  elevated 
ground.  Architecturally  too,  the  outer  and  the  inner  differed 
considerably.  It  appears  that  the  outer  was  much  earlier  than 
the  inner.  The  outer  fort  was  irregularly  polygonal.  The  width 
of  the  wall  was  3  m  and  the  wall  rose  to  a  height  of  6  m.  It 
had  two  exits,  one  near  the  north-west  comer  looking  west 
and  another  in  the  middle  of  the  eastern  side  looking  east. 
The  citadel  within  the  fort  was  meant  for  the  rulers  and  their 
important  officials.  But  this  fort  including  the  citadel  was 
destroyed  ultimately  perhaps  during  severe  conflicts  between 
the  Rashtrakutas  and  the  Cholas.  Within  the  fort  is,  at  present, 
a  Jaina  temple  and  a  few  sculptures,  door  frames,  pillars  of 
some  temples  of  the  Rashtrakuta  period. 

Later  a  Muslim  chieftain  owing  allegiance  to  the  Bahamanis 
perhaps  built  the  fort  with  considerable  modifications.  Within 
the  fort  is  Jamma  Masjid,  Kali  Masjid  together  with  a  colossal 
bastion  known  as  'Upli  Burj’.  Malkhed  was  subjected  to  series 
of  unspeakable  destructions  by  the  Cholas  and  later  by  the 


Muslims  during  the  Sultanate  and  Mughal  periods. 

3.  Badami  Fort 

Badami,  formerly  known  as  Vatapi,  is  a  taluk  in  the  Bagalkot 
district  of  Karnataka.  It  was  the  regal  capital  of  the  Badami 
Chalukyas  from  540  to  757  C.E.  It  is  famous  for  rock-cut  and 
other  structural  temples.  Badami  may  be  termed  as  hill  cum 
land  fort.  It  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of  a  ravine  between  two 
extremely  rocky  hills  on  its  north  and  south  and  a  dam  to  the 
east  at  the  foothills  forming  a  large  reservoir  between  them. 
The  fortifications  consisted  originally  of  a  lower  fort 
consisting  of  a  bastioned  wall  enclosing  the  town  and  on  a 
level  with  the  plain  commanded  by  two  small  but  strong  forts 
on  the  hills.  The  fort  on  the  south  hill  is  called  Ranmandal 
or  the  Battlefield  fort  and  that  on  the  north  hill,  is  called  the 
Bande  Kote  or  Fifty  two  rocks  fort.  The  city  was  defended 
on  the  east  by  stone  and  mud  walls  with  loop-holed  parapets 
and  on  the  west  further  protected  by  deep  and  broad  ditches. 
The  fort  on  the  north-hill  is  a  very  good  instance  of  Giridurga. 
The  fort  wall  is  semi-circular  raised  all  along  the  edge  of  the 
high  hill  serving  as  a  bastion  providing  a  view  of  the  plains. 
The  fort  is  irregularly  polygonal  and  the  height  of  the  wall 
also  varies  between  2m  to  6m.  The  south  fort  stands  on  the 
summit  of  a  cliff.  The  rock  is  separated  from  the  mass  of  the 
main  hill  by  an  impressive  chasm,  26  to  60  feet  deep  and  1 8 
to  30  feet  broad.  It  is  approached  by  a  flight  of  steps  through  a 
narrow  valley.  The  walls  have  circular  bastions  on  the  outside 
and  on  the  top  is  an  irregularly  pentagonal  citadel. 

Pulkeshi  I  shifted  the  capital  of  his  kingdom  to  Badami  and 
also  made  tremendous  effort  to  construct  a  fort  on  the  high  hill 
plateau.  His  only  known  inscription  dated  543  C.E  essentially 
speaks  of  the  construction  of  the  fort,  the  only  one  known  so  far 
belonging  to  the  period  of  ancient  Karnataka. 

4.  Vijayanagar  Fort 

Under  the  guidance  of  sage  Vidyaranya,  Harihar  and  Bukka 
founded  in  1335  a  city  on  the  banks  of  the  Tungabhadra  river 
which  was  named  Vijayanagar  in  Bellary  district  in  Karnataka. 
The  kingdom  prospered  under  their  rule  but  it  was  constantly 
in  conflict  with  the  neighbouring  powers  like  the  Bahamani 
kingdom.  To  protect  the  city  Harihar  II  (1399-1406) 
raised  walls  and  towers  of  the  fort  and  strengthened  their 
fortifications.  The  city  was  further  strengthened  by  Devaraya 
II  (1422-1446).  The  Persian  traveller  Abdul  Razak  who 
visited  the  city  in  1443  tells  us  that  the  fortress  of  Vijayanagar 
is  in  the  form  of  a  circle  situated  on  the  summit  of  a  hill. 

The  fortifications  of  the  city  were  no  doubt  formidable.  It 
was  surrounded  by  deep  moats  which  prevented  the  enemy 
from  coming  near  the  walls.  It  was  equipped  with  up-to- 
date  weapons  of  offence  and  defence.  On  the  walls  were  set 
up  catapults  which  showered  stones,  clubs  and  viable  axes 
upon  the  enemy,  causing  much  harm.  Explosive  weapons 
were  also  used  in  defending  the  fort  against  the  invaders. 
There  were  various  gateways,  namely  the  Kampli  gateway, 
Sandur  gateway,  Hospet  gateway,  Kamalapura  gateway  and 
Mallapura  gateway.  All  these  gates  were  connected  with  high 
walls  and  hill  ranges  concentrically.  The  defence  of  the  fort 
was  left  in  the  hands  of  Amaranayakas  in  whom  the  Raja  had 
great  confidence. 

Krishnadevaraya  who  ascended  the  throne  in  1509  added 
several  buildings  in  the  capital.  But  a  battle  on  23  January 
1565  at  Talikota  completely  destroyed  Vijayanagar.  It  was  a 
watershed  battle  fought  between  the  Vijayanagar  Empire  and 
the  Deccan  Sultanates  of  Ahmednagar,  Bidar,  Bijapur  and 
Golconda,  who  had  formed  a  grand  alliance  which  caused  the 
end  of  the  Vijayanagar  Empire,  the  last  great  Hindu  kingdom 
in  South  India. 


5.  Gulbarga  Fort 

The  fort  of  Gulbarga  located  in  Karnataka  was  a  Naradurga 
with  no  natural  defences.  The  fort  had  15  towers  and  probably 
26  guns,  including  one  25  feet  long.  The  fort  stands  to  the 
north-west  of  the  city  and  has  a  rectangular  plan.  It  is  enclosed 
by  a  double  wall  (50  feet  thick)  with  bastions  at  intervals  and 
surrounded  by  a  deep  and  wide  moat.  The  really  massive 
projecting  bastions  held  revolving  platforms  for  cannon. 
There  were  machicolations,  merlons  and  embrasures  with 
loopholes  for  musketry. 

There  were  two  gateways,  one  in  the  middle  of  the  east  wall 
and  other  in  the  middle  of  the  west  wall.  The  outer  barbican 
gate  of  the  east  gateway  is  destroyed.  On  the  either  side  of  this 
50  feet  long  gateway  are  large  guard  rooms. 

The  west  gate  was  a  formidable  structure  and  was  protected 
by  an  outwork,  now  in  ruins.  It  projects  out  as  a  spectacular 
horn  work  beyond  the  fort  and  includes  a  succession  of  four 
doors  and  four  strongly  defended  courts.  The  entrance  was 
further  defended  by  three  tiers  of  powerful  iron  chains  which, 
in  times  of  attack,  were  fixed  across  the  opening  in  front  of 
the  door.  The  two-leaved  door  is  still  in  its  position,  iron  clad 
and  armoured  with  spikes. 

Alone  among  Indian  forts,  Gulbarga  boasted  a  huge, 
formidable  dungeon  the  Bala  Hissar.  Rectangular,  with  four 
great  towers,  its  grey-black  sandstone  walls  have  no  opening 
below  the  level  of  the  crenellations  except  the  entrance,  high 
up  on  the  north  face  at  the  head  of  a  long,  exposed  flight  of 
steps.  It  was  in  the  centre  of  the  fort,  used  as  a  residence  and 
place  of  last  refuge. 

6.  Jamia  Mosque,  Gulbarga  Fort 

Gulbarga's  Jamia  Mosque,  built  in  1367  by  Rafi  of  Kazvin,  is 
unique  in  India  in  that  it  is  completely  covered,  with  a  dome 
over  the  mihrab,  domes  at  each  comer  and  more  than  70 
smaller  domes.  There  is  no  open  courtyard  and  it  measures 
216  feet  by  176  feet-  all  light  comes  from  the  arcades. 
Towards  the  east  of  the  city  are  Bahmani  tombs  -  squares  with 
large  domes.  They  are  simple  domed  cubes  of  plastered  rubble 
in  northern  style.  But  the  mausoleum  of  Firoz  Shah  does  bear 
some  Hindu  decoration,  though  this  remained  uncommon  in 
the  Deccan  until  the  time  of  the  Adil  Shahi  dynasty  towards 
the  end  of  the  1 5th  century  C.E.  One  of  the  tombs  -  of  Khwaja 
Banda  Nawaz-  is  venerated  by  all  communities.  The  arches  of 
these  buildings  are  in  Bahmani  style  and  paintings  on  walls 
are  in  Persian  style. 

The  revolt  of  the  Muslim  officers  appointed  from  Delhi 
resulted  in  founding  of  the  Bahmani  Sultanate  in  1347  C.E. 
by  Hassan  Gangu,  who  chose  Gulbarga  to  be  his  capital  and 
adorned  it  with  buildings. 

Gulbarga  continued  to  play  an  important  role  till  1429  when 
Ahmad  Shah  shifted  his  capital  to  Bidar.  With  the  transfer 
of  the  capital,  Gulbarga  lost  its  place  of  pride.  In  1520 
Krishnadevaraya  of  Vijayanagar  invaded  Gulbarga,  razed  the- 
fortress  to  the  ground.  Later  Ali  Adil  Shah  defeated  the  king 
of  Vijayanagar  and,  as  per  inscriptions,  repaired  the  Gulbarga 
Fort.  In  1657  Aurangzeb,  then  governor  of  Deccan  succeeded 
in  conquering  Bijapur  and  Gulbarga.  Later  Gulbarga  changed 
hands  and  became  a  part  of  the  Nizam's  kingdom. 

7.  Bidar  Fort 

Located  on  the  Deccan  Plateau  in  the  north-eastern  part  of 
Karnataka,  Bidar  is  situated  740  kms  north  of  Bengaluru.  The 
Bidar  fort  is  irregular  rhomboid  in  shape  and  is  one  of  the 
most  formidable  forts  of  the  country.  The  total  circuit  of  the 
ramparts  is  over  3  miles  and  it  has  37  bastions  and  five  gates. 
The  fort  is  surrounded  by  glacis  and  moats  in  the  form  of 
triple  channel  with  partition  walls  hewn  out  of  solid  rocks 


elevated  area  that  serves  as  a  citadel.  The  fort  wall  is  built  with 
dressed  granite  blocks  and  is  plastered  on  both  sides.  The  wall 
measures  4  m  to  5  m  in  height  and  1 .5  m  in  thickness. 

The  fort  wall  can  be  divided  into  total  9  bastions  and  two  gates. 
North  and  south  wall  divides  the  fort  into  two  courts  and  it  has 
a  gate  in  the  middle.  The  fort  has  three  gates  one  each  on  the 
eastern,  western  and  southern  walls.  These  gateways  are  similar 
on  plan  and  consist  of  arched  openings,  a  semi  circular  bastion  on 
sides,  a  barbican  court  and  raised  platforms  flanking  the  passage. 
The  wall  is  built  with  the  blocks  having  floral  and  geometrical 
decorations  and  also  has  fragments  of  pillars  and  capital  blocks 
etc  of  Hindu  temples. 

A  mosque  is  located  to  the  west  of  the  Ram  Darwaza.  It  is 
rectangular  in  plan  and  measures  24  m  by  13  m.  It  has  a 
prayer  hall  and  an  open  court  and  the  rectangular  open  court  is 
surrounded  by  70  cm  thick  and  1  m  high  wall.  It  has  entrances 
on  the  eastern  and  southern  sides.  Both  the  exterior  and  interior 
walls  are  plastered.  Two  graves  are  situated  in  open  court. 

21.  Basavakalyan  Fort 

Basavakalyana  fort  is  located  in  Bidar  district  of  Karnataka.  Its 
historic  importance  is  dated  to  the  10th  century.  The  capital  of 
Later  Chalukyas  was  shifted  from  Manyakheta  to  Kalyana  that 
is  why  it  is  also  known  as  Kalyana  fort.  Basavakalyana  with  its 
fort  was  the  centre  of  a  great  social  and  religious  movement,  in 
the  12th  century,  because  of  Basaveshwara,  the  social  reformer. 
He  fought  against  caste  system  and  the  orthodoxy  in  Hinduism. 
The  fort  is  strategically  built  as  a  defence  structure  in  an 
unobtrusive  setting,  which  is  not  visible  till  the  enemy  is  at 
close  quarters  of  the  fort.  This  gives  advantage  for  the  defence 
forces  holed  up  in  the  fort  to  repulse  enemy  attacks.  The  fort 
was  made  defensively  complex  with  guard  rooms  and  barbicans, 
which  was  a  novelty  at  that  time.  It  consists  of  three  concentric 
irregular  fort  walls. 

The  main  door  to  the  citadel  is  known  as  the  'Akhand 
Darwaza'  built  with  four  red  stone  slabs.  From  the  doorway, 
up  a  flight  of  steps  is  the  passage  to  the  Rajmahal  (mostly 
in  ruins).  However,  the  ceiling  in  the  palace  hall  displays 
colourful  designs.  The  central  wall  in  the  hall  has  patterns  of 
vases  and  ums.  Within  the  fort  precincts  one  finds  a  platform 
used  during  Muharram  prayers,  or  could  be  a  royal  courtyard 
used  by  king  for  relaxing  purposes. 

This  is  one  fort  where  one  can  see  varieties  of  cannons,  some 
artistic  and  intricately  designed.  Some  of  them  are  short  and 
stubby  but  the  size  of  the  bore  is  really  large  and  impressive.  A 
close  look  at  the  handles  of  the  cannons  is  needed  to  analyse  the 
design  engraved  on  it.  Most  of  them  are  fish  shaped.  One  biggest 
cannon  has  similarities  to  the  cannon  in  Bijapur,  the  one  that's 
supposed  to  be  an  alloy  of  five  metals.  The  alloy  has  certain 
qualities-  does  not  heat  in  the  hottest  of  weathers,  does  not 
corrode,  can  withstand  the  worst  of  nature's  forces.  This  cannon 
is  almost  in  the  original  condition,  the  swivel  action  still  works. 

22.  Yadgiri  Fort 

Yadgiri  fort  is  one  of  the  largest  forts  of  Karnataka.  Remarkable 
architecture  and  building  planning  are  the  key  features  of  this 
fort.  The  fort  is  built  over  a  massive  monolith  measuring  about 
850m  long,  500m  wide  and  100  m  high.  It  was  ruled  by  the 
Kalyana  Chalukyas,  Yadavas,  Cholas,  Bahmani  Sultans,  Adil 
Shahis  and  the  Nizams.  According  to  sources,  five  inscriptions 
of  various  time  periods  have  been  found  in  this  fort.  As  per 
the  inscription  situated  close  to  the  fort  entrance,  Yadgiri  fort 
was  built  by  a  person  named  Jagannath  from  Sagar,  a  village  in 
Shahpur  taluq. 

In  terms  of  size  and  strength,  Yadgiri  fort  can  be  compared  to 
Madhugiri,  Chitradurga,  Bellary,  and  Shahpur  forts.  All  these 
forts  are  built  over  rocky  hills  and  have  multiple  levels. 


Yadgiri  town  has  grown  around  the  northern  comer  of  the  hill 
that's  where  the  fort  entrance  is  situated.  This  is  the  Mahadwara, 
the  entrance  gate.  Beyond  the  Mahadwara  are  a  series  of 
gateways  which  is  nothing  but  a  security  measure.  The  whole 
fortification  can  be  divided  on  the  basis  of  these  gateways 
from  outer  to  innermost.  After  entering  these  gates  a  long  path 
going  uphill  with  towering  walls  to  the  left  and  deep  stone  lined 
water  tanks  to  the  right  with  Yadgiri  Lake  in  the  background 
is  picturesque.  Yadgiri  had  plenty  of  resources  for  fresh  water, 
within  and  outside  the  fort. 

The  north-west  comer  of  the  hill  is  located  on  the  edge  of  the 
plateau  and  there  are  two  or  three  turrets.  One  of  the  turrets  with 
cannon  has  an  Arabian  or  Persian  inscription  at  the  tail-end.  In 
the  vicinity  are  several  cannons  lying  about.  Also  there's  a  big 
rectangular  structure  which  might  have  been  soldiers  barracks. 
There  is  a  pair  of  massive  bastions  connected  by  rampart  walls 
with  a  small  passage  in  it.  That  is  the  western  entrance  to  this 
fort.  All  the  sides  and  entrances  are  armed  with  cannons.  This 
suggests  it  was  surely  a  well  guarded  fort. 

23.  Jaladurga  Fort 

Jaladurga  is  a  fortified  village  in  Raichur  district  in  the  state  of 
Karnataka.  The  Adil  Shahi  Kings  of  Bijapur  built  the  fort.  A 
group  of  islands  are  formed  by  the  river  Krishna.  In  fact  river 
Krishna  defines  the  district  borders  of  Raichur  and  Yadgiri. 
Jaladurga  occupies  the  western  tip  of  the  island. 

Jala  +  Durga  =  water  +  fort,  also  known  as  Dweepadurga  too 
(Dweepa  +  Durga  =  island  +  fort).  The  Krishna  river  flows  east 
side  around  the  hill  and  the  approach  from  surrounding  areas  is 
difficult,  hence  it  is  an  ideal  place  for  a  fort.  The  fort  is  in  mined 
status.  On  top  of  the  fort,  at  one  point  of  time,  there  was  a  palace 
and  a  cellar. 

On  the  southern  edge  there  is  a  high  rise  structure.  Also  there 
is  tower  built  to  provide  unrestricted  view  of  the  fort  and  the 
island.  The  fort  rains  can  be  seen  from  the  base  of  the  hill  going 
right  up  to  the  summit.  In  fact  this  is  the  highest  point  of  the  fort 
as  well  as  the  island.  There  are  a  few  tombs  of  the  kings  with 
no  identification;  there  is  Sangameshwara  Matha,  and  a  temple 
of  Yellamma.  The  sides  of  the  river  Krishna  is  not  sandy,  it  is 
full  of  smooth  boulders  and  it  is  called  Mandhana  Maduvu.  At 
Jaladurga  there  is  a  small  stone  inscription  written  in  Urdu  and 
Devanagariscript.  According  to  local  belief,  there  is  a  box  like 
stone  hidden  in  the  river,  which  contain  about  one  lakh  verses 
of  the  great  saint  Basavanna  and  are  yet  to  be  discovered  by  rest 
of  the  world. 

This  fort  is  built  in  a  roughly  hexagonal  layout  with  harbours  on 
the  opposite  sides.  With  the  temple  at  the  centre,  the  main  streets 
ran  in  a  radial  way  surrounded  by  paramount  buildings  such  as 
royal  palaces,  mansions  of  ministers,  public  offices,  buildings  of 
nobles,  houses  of  Brahmins.  Almost  all  the  basic  safety  measures 
for  the  inmates  and  fatal  obstacles  to  the  incoming  enemies  have 
been  thought  of,  thus  making  it  a  very  secure  fort. 

24.  Torgal  Fort 

Located  in  the  Ramdurg  taluq  on  the  bank  of  river 
Malaprabha  is  located  Hale  Torgal.  After  the  fall  of 
Vijayanagar,  Torgal  came  under  the  Mughals  and  Marathas. 
It  is  believed  that  Shivaji  also  built  or  expanded  a  fort  here. 
Two  Persian  inscriptions  have  been  found  on  the  walls  of 
the  fort.  One  is  of  the  days  of  Ibrahim  dated  1535,  speaking 
of  the  construction  perhaps  extension  of  the  construction 
of  the  fort  by  one  Ismail,  son  of  Abdul  Aziz.  Another 
inscription  with  a  few  Kannada  lines  at  the  bottom  is  the 
Ibrahim  II  of  1583,  it  speaks  of  the  construction  again 
perhaps  of  another  part  of  the  fort. 

Fort  is  located  on  hilly  terrain  along  the  bank  of  river  Malaprabha. 
It  has  got  two  gateways,  one  faces  west  while  the  other  north¬ 


east.  The  one  on  the  north-east  is  the  main  entrance  of  the  fort. 
Wall  of  the  fort  is  decorated  with  motifs  and  designs.  Light 
carving  on  stone  wall  is  very  common  here.  Some  of  the  designs 
are  really  unique  and  peculiar  for  example  there  is  a  carving  of 
a  fish  and  two  creatures  and  their  body  looks  like  swan  but  the 
head  looks  like  snake. 

The  Torgal  village  has  twin  Chalukyan  temples  facing  each  other. 
Bhutanatha  Temple  complex  within  the  fort  is  a  huge  site.  Other 
temple  with  a  similar  plan  and  size  has  a  Devi  image  installed 
in  the  Garbhagriha.  While  entering  the  complex  from  the  north 
gate,  there  is  a  small  Ganapati  shrine  of  Vijayanagar  style.  All 
together  there  are  nine  temples  here.  Of  these  only  Bhutanatha 
has  sculpture  around  its  Garbhagriha  and  its  parapets  have  some 
erotic  sculptures  which  have  been  damaged.  Architecture  and 
some  sculptures  of  Bhuthnatha  temple  are  strikingly  similar  to 
Khajuraho  temples.  Apart  from  these  temples,  the  fort  has  three 
mosques,  four  dargahs  and  two  tombs.  This  small  fort  village  is 
an  interesting  tourist  spot  because  of  its  old  monuments,  temples 
and  statues  and  also  reflect  the  historical  events  that  have  taken 
place  during  the  bygone  era. 

25.  Kittur  Chennamma  Fort 

Chennamma  fort  is  a  great  historical  monument  and  tourist 
attraction  in  Karnataka.  It  is  also  known  as  Kittur  Chennamma 
fort.  This  fort  is  situated  at  a  distance  of  50  kilometres  from 
Belgaum  and  from  Dharwad  it  is  located  at  a  distance  of  32 
kilometres.  The  Kittur  Chennamma  Fort  stands  as  an  evidence 
of  the  great  Freedom  straggle  that  was  led  by  Rani  Chennamma. 
It  is  not  just  important  from  archaeological  point  of  view  but  also 
stands  as  a  symbol  of  bravery  and  women's  pride. 

The  fort  is  constructed  out  of  black  basalt  rock  but  at  present  it 
is  nothing  but  a  rain.  The  low  wall  on  both  sides  of  the  fort  has 
tiny  embankments.  In  the  interior  of  it  lies  an  ancient  telescope 
through  which  Rani  Chennamma  used  to  watch  the  Dhruva 
Nakshatra  or  the  Pole  Star  in  the  morning.  But  the  telescope  is 
poorly  maintained.  It  had  a  beautiful  porch  which  measured  100 
feet  by  30  feet  which  was  supported  by  teak  pillars.  But  now 
the  pillar  is  removed  together  with  its  roof.  A  museum  is  also 
present  in  Kittur  which  exhibits  some  antique  pieces  like  swords, 
shields,  wooden  doors  etc. 

A  moat  runs  right  around  the  perimeter  of  the  wall.  Probably 
the  moat  was  fed  by  water  from  a  lake  close  to  the  eastern  wall. 
Bastions  flanking  the  gateway  are  restored  and  plastered  with  a 
thick  layer  of  cement-sand  mixture.  Within  the  Palace  complex  a 
huge  hall  structure  was  built  mainly  for  the  conference  purpose 
and  called  as  Palace  Durbar  or  conference  hall.  This  fort  is 
not  just  symbolic  for  its  architectural  designs  but  also  stands 
as  reminiscence  to  the  great  revolt  against  the  British  after  the 
introduction  of  the  Doctrine  of  Lapse. 
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1.  Banavasi  Fort 

Banavasi  is  an  ancient  temple  town  in  Uttara  Kannada  district  in  Karnataka.  It  is  374  kilometres  away  from  Bengaluru.  It  is  one  of  the  ancient  towns  of 
India  which  has  been  mentioned  in  the  Mahabharata  epic.  Banavasi  has  been  called  as  “Jaladurga  ”  or  Water  Fort  by  the  Aihole  inscription  of  Pulkeshi  II 
probably  because  the  river  Varadha  flows  around  the  town  on  three  sides.  It  used  to  lie  in  the  rain  forests  of  Western  Ghats  making  its  access  very  difficult. 

At  one  point  of  time  the  extant  fort  walls  used  to  enclose  part  of  the  present  village  of  Banavasi.  The  Chutus,  a  feudatory  of  the  imperial  Satavahanas  made 
Banavasi  its  capital  and  later  on  it  was  ruled  by  the  Kadambas.  However,  only  the  ruins  and  few  remains  of  the  fort  can  be  seen  today. 

The  fort  was  built  at  the  sharp  curve  of  the  river  Varadha,  the  point  at  which  the  river  from  the  north-western  direction  used  to  take  an  easterly  turn 
abruptly.  The  river  flowed  in  a  zigzag  way  thus  providing  considerable  protection  on  the  southern  side.  The  total  length  of  the  fort  wall  measured  2140 
meters.  There  used  to  be  a  moat  along  the  exterior  slope.  The  width  of  the  moat  was  about  1 2m  at  the  base  and  about  22m  at  the  top.  There  were  two  main 
gates,  one  on  the  north  and  the  other  on  the  south-east.  There  was  a  small  gate  on  the  west  almost  in  the  mid-way  of  the  western  wing  of  the  fort-wall 
which  is  in  ruins.  It  was  not  meant  for  regular  and  common  entrance,  but  to  be  used  in  times  of  danger  by  people  for  escape. 

Originally,  the  fort  wall  was  built  of  bricks  during  the  reign  of  the  Chutus,  a  feudatory  of  the  Satavahanas.  Thereafter,  during  the  reign  of  Kadambas,  the 
fort  was  enlarged  and  fortified  with  laterite  stones,  bricks  and  mud. 

Picture:  View  of  temple  in  the  premises  of  Banavasi  fort. 
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2.  Malkhed  Fort 

Manyakheta  or  modem  Malkhed  is  located  on  the  banks  of  Kagina  River  in  Gulbarga  district,  Karnataka.  Malkhed  was  the  capital  of  the  powerful 
Rashtrakuta  empire  from  814  C.E.  to  968  C.E.  Malkhed  had  a  glorious  past  under  the  Rashtrakuta  dynasty,  particularly  under  the  Emperor 
Amoghavarsha  Nrupatunga,  who  ruled  for  64  years  and  penned  the  first  classical  Kannada  work,  Kavirajamarga.  Amoghavarsha  and  scholars  such  as 
mathematician  Mahaveeracharya,  and  intellectuals  Jinasenacharya,  Gunabhadracharya  helped  to  spread  Jainism  in  the  region.  After  the  fall  of  the 
Rashtrakutas,  it  remained  the  capital  of  their  successors,  the  Kalyani  Chalukyas  or  Western  Chalukyas  till  about  1 050  C.E. 

There  used  to  be  two  forts:  a  large  outer  fort  at  the  ground  level  and  within  it,  a  small  fort  on  the  artificially  elevated  ground.  Architecturally  too,  the  outer 
and  the  inner  differed  considerably.  It  appears  that  the  outer  was  much  earlier  than  the  inner.  The  outer  fort  was  irregularly  polygonal.  The  width  of  the 
wall  was  3  m  and  the  wall  rose  to  a  height  of  6  m.  It  had  two  exits,  one  near  the  north-west  comer  looking  west  and  another  in  the  middle  of  the  eastern 
side  looking  east.  The  citadel  within  the  fort  was  meant  for  the  rulers  and  their  important  officials.  But  this  fort  including  the  citadel  was  destroyed 
ultimately  perhaps  during  severe  conflicts  between  the  Rashtrakutas  and  the  Cholas.  Within  the  fort  is,  at  present,  a  Jaina  temple  and  a  few  sculptures, 
door  frames,  pillars  of  some  temples  of  the  Rashtrakuta  period. 

Later  a  Muslim  chieftain  owing  allegiance  to  the  Bahamanis  perhaps  built  the  fort  with  considerable  modifications.  Within  the  fort  is  Jamma  Masjid, 
Kali  Masjid  together  with  a  colossal  bastion  known  as  'Upli  Burj'.  Malkhed  was  subjected  to  series  of  unspeakable  destructions  by  the  Cholas  and  later 
by  the  Muslims  during  the  Sultanate  and  Mughal  periods. 

Pictures :  A  view  of  remains  of  Malkhed  fort  (above)  and  one  of  the  entrances  to  the  Malkhed  fort  (below). 
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3.  Badami  Fort 

Badami,  fonnerly  known  as  Vatapi,  is  a  taluk  in  the  Bagalkot  district  of  Karnataka.  It  was  the  regal  capital  of  the  Badami  Chalukyas  from  540  to  757  C.E. 
It  is  famous  for  rock-cut  and  other  structural  temples.  Badami  may  be  termed  as  hill  cum  land  fort.  It  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of  a  ravine  between  two 
extremely  rocky  hills  on  its  north  and  south  and  a  dam  to  the  east  at  the  foothills  forming  a  large  reservoir  between  them. 

The  fortifications  consisted  originally  of  a  lower  fort  consisting  of  a  bastioned  wall  enclosing  the  town  and  on  a  level  with  the  plain  commanded  by  two 
small  but  strong  forts  on  the  hills.  The  fort  on  the  south  hill  is  called  Ranmandal  or  the  Battlefield  fort  and  that  on  the  north  hill,  is  called  the  Bande  Kote 
or  Fifty  two  rocks  fort.  The  city  was  defended  on  the  east  by  stone  and  mud  walls  with  loop-holed  parapets  and  on  the  west  further  protected  by  deep  and 
broad  ditches. 

The  fort  on  the  north-hill  is  a  very  good  instance  of  Giridurga.  The  fort  wall  is  semi-circular  raised  all  along  the  edge  of  the  high  hill  serving  as  a  bastion 
providing  a  view  of  the  plains.  The  fort  is  irregularly  polygonal  and  the  height  of  the  wall  also  varies  between  2m  to  6m.  The  south  fort  stands  on  the 
summit  of  a  cliff.  The  rock  is  separated  from  the  mass  of  the  main  hill  by  an  impressive  chasm,  26  to  60  feet  deep  and  1 8  to  30  feet  broad.  It  is  approached 
by  a  flight  of  steps  through  a  narrow  valley.  The  walls  have  circular  bastions  on  the  outside  and  on  the  top  is  an  irregularly  pentagonal  citadel. 

Pulkeshi  I  shifted  the  capital  of  his  kingdom  to  Badami  and  also  made  tremendous  effort  to  construct  a  fort  on  the  high  hill  plateau.  His  only  known 
inscription  dated  543  C.E  essentially  speaks  of  the  construction  of  the  fort,  the  only  one  known  so  far  belonging  to  the  period  of  ancient  Karnataka. 

Picture :  A  distant  view  of  Badami  fort. 
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4.  Vijayanagar  Fort 

Under  the  guidance  of  sage  Vidyaranya,  Harihar  and  Bukka  founded  in  1 335  a  city  on  the  banks  of  the  Tungabhadra  river  which  was  named  Vijayanagar 
in  Bellary  district  in  Karnataka. 

The  kingdom  prospered  under  their  rule  but  it  was  constantly  in  conflict  with  the  neighbouring  powers  like  the  Bahamani  kingdom.  To  protect  the  city 
Harihar  II  (1399-1406)  raised  walls  and  towers  of  the  fort  and  strengthened  their  fortifications.  The  city  was  further  strengthened  by  Devaraya  II  (1422- 
1446).  The  Persian  traveller  Abdul  Razak  who  visited  the  city  in  1443  tells  us  that  the  fortress  of  Vijayanagar  is  in  the  form  of  a  circle  situated  on  the 
summit  of  a  hill. 

The  fortifications  of  the  city  were  no  doubt  formidable.  It  was  surrounded  by  deep  moats  which  prevented  the  enemy  from  coming  near  the  walls.  It  was 
equipped  with  up-to-date  weapons  of  offence  and  defence.  On  the  walls  were  set  up  catapults  which  showered  stones,  clubs  and  viable  axes  upon  the 
enemy,  causing  much  harm.  Explosive  weapons  were  also  used  in  defending  the  fort  against  the  invaders.  There  were  various  gateways,  namely  the 
Kampli  gateway,  Sandur  gateway,  Hospet  gateway,  Kamalapura  gateway  and  Mallapura  gateway.  All  these  gates  were  connected  with  high  walls  and 
hill  ranges  concentrically.  The  defence  of  the  fort  was  left  in  the  hands  of  Amaranayakas  in  whom  the  Raja  had  great  confidence. 

Krishnadevaraya  who  ascended  the  throne  in  1509  added  several  buildings  in  the  capital.  But  a  battle  on  23  January  1565  at  Talikota  completely 
destroyed  Vijayanagar.  It  was  a  watershed  battle  fought  between  the  Vijayanagar  Empire  and  the  Deccan  Sultanates  of  Ahmednagar,  Bidar,  Bijapur  and 
Golconda,  who  had  formed  a  grand  alliance  which  caused  the  end  of  the  Vijayanagar  Empire,  the  last  great  Hindu  kingdom  in  South  India. 

Pictures  :  View  of  Talarighatta  Gate  (above,  left),  Domed  Gate  (above,  right),  Lotus  Mahal  (below,  left).  Stepped  Tank  (below,  right). 
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5. 

cFrfcicb  3  M,ds|Jll  FF  TM  FT,  f^RT^f  FTt^  ^  FTcbfcM  RRaTT  FF  W  F^t  FT  I  fR  3  15  |vf  FFT  TRFF:  26  cft^f  sff,  RrRI  R  FFT  25  F?R  eF^T  aft  I 
F^f  FFT  F?1  FtR)  mRfRI  RfTT  %  t  cTSTT  FMFT  A  31|i|dMK  1 1  FF  50  F?R  fRRI  ^IFR  R  RRT  gSTT  t  FFT  FF5  ^  3TcRTcT  M  FF  F^l  |>F  t  3fR  #|t 
FFT  FF&  ^  ^  I?  1 1  FRJcT:  fcl^llcH,  FFR  ^R)  FTef  F^cR  fR  fF  R  RlF  F?  cM  f|^  sfr  I  FFT  FTF?  Pt<F>cTl  jpR,  FF  FP  FF  FFJ^ 

FFT  #F  R  R  RF  #TT  %  FFTF  %  cRtcfT  R  I 

fft  Ft  ft?  t,  fft  xjcft  ^tFR  %  fft  R  erarr  ^rrt  mR-cpA  ^ifr  ^t  fm  3  i  ^  trRtfr  ^  ftf&  fRtr  ftt  fr  frr  R  fftt  1 1  ?f%  50  f?1f  f% 

FfcTFR)  %  d'l’l't  3TR  fR  FSTFT  ^JF  fi  I 

mRf^I  FR  FFT  FfRt  RTFFT  t  Ffr  «|ft)c^f  R  RJRfsRr  a^f  FFT  3TF  ?FFFF  3TFFFT  3  1 1  FF  #F  %  3FFTR  F^t  3TFFT  FFTFTR  RTFFT  FTT  FM  FFFfF  t  FT)  fR  FT 
FTF?  Ftt  3TR  Plchefl  fR  1 1  ?R*T  FTFFT:  FR  FFFTF)  FFT  FR  3TTFF  TgRsTF  FFFR  1 1  F^FTFR  W^cT  efft  F^t  FRfRt  eft  pflF  Rf^TF)  R  afR  3TRFT  FFfsfF 
Ft  FTTFT  1 1  R  3TTFTFR  %  RFF  FR  %  fM  FFT  RR  FT  ^PR  RR  FFT  FTF  4t  McTT  sff  I  Ft  FF  FTT  FT?  RT?T  T?  eftBT  FTFT  f3TT  t  FFT  F?tef  F^t  ^  t  3PM  ift 
3TRtt  Repfct  ^  FFT  ^3TT 1 1 

FKrtlF  FFf  ^f  %Fef  ^JeTFFt  ^f  F>t  FF>  F^F  sRT  cTFPFTFT  "FTcTT  RfR"  FF  RRF  FTM  FT  I  FF  3TTFFTFM  FT  F^  FR  R,  afR  FP^tt  ^jft  FFett 
F^3F  FcFF  R  fRT  ^tFRt  ^  F^  RmfR  FF  FRFT  F^t  FT  I  FF  FFFTtct  R  it^f  FeT  RP  FFT  f 3TT  FT,  FP^  ^FFT  FrRt  ^FtR  RP  fRT  Tpft  ^t  FRT 
fIfT  RfTT  TFT  RFFTT  FT  I  FF  fR  %  FM  FFT  ^  FFT  ^3F  FT  I  FPFFF  TJFFtF  3tfrR  3FFF  %  fcR  RfTFT  FTTFT  FT  I 

RTF  :  RRcR  3T?RTcT  M  ^  RTF  FtF^t  ^fFRf  FF  ^FF  (MR),  FFT  FFMFT  (^t),  F^  cTF^FTR  F?t  cffF  (§F>tte) 


5.  Gulbarga  Fort 

The  fort  of  Gulbarga  located  in  Karnataka  was  a  Naradurga  with  no  natural  defences.  The  fort  had  1 5  towers  and  probably  26  guns,  including  one  25  feet 
long.  The  fort  stands  to  the  north-west  of  the  city  and  has  a  rectangular  plan.  It  is  enclosed  by  a  double  wall  (50  feet  thick)  with  bastions  at  intervals  and 
surrounded  by  a  deep  and  wide  moat.  The  really  massive  projecting  bastions  held  revolving  platforms  for  cannon.  There  were  machicolations,  merlons 
and  embrasures  with  loopholes  for  musketry. 

There  were  two  gateways,  one  in  the  middle  of  the  east  wall  and  other  in  the  middle  of  the  west  wall.  The  outer  barbican  gate  of  the  east  gateway  is 
destroyed.  On  the  either  side  of  this  50  feet  long  gateway  are  large  guard  rooms. 

The  west  gate  was  a  formidable  structure  and  was  protected  by  an  outwork,  now  in  ruins.  It  projects  out  as  a  spectacular  horn  work  beyond  the  fort  and 
includes  a  succession  of  four  doors  and  four  strongly  defended  courts.  The  entrance  was  further  defended  by  three  tiers  of  powerful  iron  chains  which,  in 
times  of  attack,  were  fixed  across  the  opening  in  front  of  the  door.  The  two-leaved  door  is  still  in  its  position,  iron  clad  and  armoured  with  spikes. 

Alone  among  Indian  forts,  Gulbarga  boasted  a  huge,  formidable  dungeon  the  Bala  Hissar.  Rectangular,  with  four  great  towers,  its  grey-black  sandstone 
walls  have  no  opening  below  the  level  of  the  crenellations  except  the  entrance,  high  up  on  the  north  face  at  the  head  of  a  long,  exposed  flight  of  steps.  It 
was  in  the  centre  of  the  fort,  used  as  a  residence  and  place  of  last  refuge. 

Pictures  :  View  of  a  double  wall  with  bastions  at  intervals  (above),  the  dungeon  Bala  Hissar  (below)  and  Cannon  at  Bala  Hissar  (inset). 
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6.  vj)HI  hRmIc;.  ypy'lf  yR 

JJ,ei«lR  yR  cR  vjTRT  hRm4  1367  i.  Tf  vR  <J>l'vjlfcM  yiTT  yyR  Rft  aft  I  TR?  'HNcT  R  3rRR  tjR  VTT  R  3TTfcf  RRyy  t,  ?TFR  Rf^R  R  tJTN  cT^TT  ScRf 

RR  3  pyy  «R  1 1  otwt  70  ypy  f  1  ftR  RR  tspy  fan  stfr  yR  t  cftt  tjf  21 6  Rte  ofR  RN  1 76  RR  RR  1 1  7tnt  wm  Rtt  rsj  R  3TTcTT  1 1 

hjk  R  tR  Rt  Ry  sf^y^ft  yR  1?  1  R  chiPk  ft  ctstt ^y  qy  yR  pyy  §  1  R  yiy kui  pyRry  tftfftt  \3xiy  yryRry  ^i<?fi  R  yRt  yR  If  Rt  IRR  tR  hcR 
Rt  yR  1 1  ypj  yfRRrw  R  yy^R  yy  yp  fR^fRyq  Rt  yysnyy  RsR  Rr  fRcRfl  t,  thRot  mR  yy  %  ?tttr  %  Rfcm  yyy  15R  ?idi«fi  i.  tet,  RR 
Reft  yy  yrypyci:  yycH  yR  ay  1  fR  R  R  xjy>  cpy  yft  fR  Tyyyy  Ryr  yyM  Rr  t.  yrR  yRrry  %  yftyf  yyy  tyrR  1 1  wr  %  yyyf  %  RFrry  y^yRt 
RR  R  t  cT§TT  RRtR  yy  yyyyR  Reft  Rl  Rldchdl  1 1 

ffteeft  ski  Ppm  Rhil  yR  gfRyy  srfRyRRRr  R  fftyty R  yyyyywr  1 347  R  R  ftft  ypgKi  yFoRf  yetuci  Rr yayyyr ^  fRyrft ypyyf  yR  3ryRr yryrypft 
%  fefy  yp  yay  fR  yyyt  yy  fRyfy  yRfc  yuilM  I 

1429  i.  crry  yeryyf  Rr  *py  ^jRfyy  tR  afR  yy  srFyrw  R  syyfr  yrayrR  yayyiciRd  y^  #yy  tR  ^MtyR  yyT  Ryi  1  ynyyRfr  yyyr  yrpf  R  pryyf  yy 
yRy  yrmT ^ft  11 520  i.  R  fRyyyyy  R  ^wRy  yy  R  pyyR  y?  3yyyyy  yy?  yR  %  yfr  ayyy  yT?  fRy  1  Ridiet^l  R  3pyN,  yTy  R  aRft  auRd^iid  R 
fRyyyyy  R  yyy  tR  yyR  R  yiy  yy  RRRyK  fRyr  1  1657  i.  R  3fRyRy  R  Rt  yy  yyy  yfRy  R  ■plyK  R,  Rynp  afR  yyryyf  tR  RRt 

fRyr  1  yry  R  ')jeryyt  Rryny  ynyiyy  y>  yRy  ay  yyr  1 

fRy :  ^pyyf  R yyRryi yRyy  yy ^?y  (yyR),  ynRyi yfRyy  yy  RyR ^?y  (RR  yR),  ^iiRyi  yRyy  yy  $4Kd  w  (RR,  yR) 


6.  Jamia  Mosque,  Gulbarga  Fort 

Gulbarga's  Jamia  Mosque,  built  in  1 367  by  Rafi  of  Kazvin,  is  unique  in  India  in  that  it  is  completely  covered,  with  a  dome  over  the  mihrab,  domes  at  each 
comer  and  more  than  70  smaller  domes.  There  is  no  open  courtyard  and  it  measures  2 1 6  feet  by  1 76  feet  -  all  light  comes  from  the  arcades. 

Towards  the  east  of  the  city  are  Bahmani  tombs  -  squares  with  large  domes.  They  are  simple  domed  cubes  of  plastered  rubble  in  northern  style.  But  the 
mausoleum  of  Firoz  Shah  does  bear  some  Hindu  decoration,  though  this  remained  uncommon  in  the  Deccan  until  the  time  of  the  Adil  Shahi  dynasty 
towards  the  end  of  the  1 5th  century  C.E.  One  of  the  tombs  -  of  Khwaja  Banda  Nawaz-  is  venerated  by  all  communities.  The  arches  of  these  buildings  are 
in  Bahmani  style  and  paintings  on  walls  are  in  Persian  style. 

The  revolt  of  the  Muslim  officers  appointed  from  Delhi  resulted  in  founding  of  the  Bahmani  Sultanate  in  1347  C.E.  by  Hassan  Gangu,  who  chose 
Gulbarga  to  be  his  capital  and  adorned  it  with  buildings. 

Gulbarga  continued  to  play  an  important  role  till  1429  when  Ahmad  Shah  shifted  his  capital  to  Bidar.  With  the  transfer  of  the  capital,  Gulbarga  lost  its 
place  of  pride.  In  1520  Krishnadevaraya  of  Vijayanagar  invaded  Gulbarga,  razed  the  fortress  to  the  ground.  Later  Ali  Adil  Shah  defeated  the  king  of 
Vijayanagar  and,  as  per  inscriptions,  repaired  the  Gulbarga  Fort.  In  1657  Aurangzeb,  then  governor  of  Deccan  succeeded  in  conquering  Bijapur  and 
Gulbarga.  Later  Gulbarga  changed  hands  and  became  a  part  of  the  Nizam's  kingdom. 

Pictures :  View  of  Jamia  Mosque  in  Gulbarga  fort  (above),  inside  view  of  Jamia  Mosque  (below,  left)  and  prayer  hall  of  Jamia  Mosque  (below,  right) 
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7.  ftftR  c^rf 

ftR,  ftsfift  RjR  ft  tRTfc<b  %  TRTft-Tjft  TFT  cT§TT  ftldft  ft  TRR  3  740  fft.ftt.  ft)  ^ft  R  fftfcT  1 1  R?  3tP|i||ftd  ^RT  ft  TFTTRR  3RR  3TT4R  cfJT  ft 

cRTT  ft?T  ft  TRffftcp  qftftj  ^ftf  ft  ft  Rp  f  I  Wt^f  T>T  TJ7T  ft?T  3  ^^toT  ft  3t1ftR  RT  ft  ^ftf  37  RR  ftft  5  £R  1 1  74Tft  cfSTT  Rft  ft  Rft  frft  ft  fftd 
f 3TT  t  PR  fcPjftl  RTft  ft)  ^sn  cTSfT  dftfT  Rffft  ft  4FR  4R  qftl,  ftft  ^  ftRft  ftRR  tpf  ft)  fcpftq?TR  f  |  ftfiR  <[ft  ftt  ftftnft  »|c)M  gR  eRTT  RTftR 
3R?T  Rfr  3frft5  f,  cTSTT  RRcl  %  ftft*£d  FRjfftRT  eft  fftftr  3rfip2Tfft  t  I  *jft  fft  Rgft  TTfg-  TR  t  eRTT  RTft  eftft  ftR  grift  %  TRftf  %  WI  3TRT?T 
RRRIIcft  1 1  fft  gR  fTsg  gft?T  Rift  RRT  eft  3TR  ft  gftR  gRft  cPftT  gR  9R  gRft  RRRT  1 1  WeTT  gR  RR  Tgft  £RT  fftftcT  3TT,  ftt  fft  3R  RT  ft  Rftl  t, 
fftRlft  RTRftftft^RRRftgTRRbtl  RTgft  gR  ftftft  ft  TRR  f 3fT  1 1 

Rftldlft  ftf  gRRd  cgJdddlffth  ftf  gft  fftfift  Rfft?  ft  RRRR  RRR  Rft  I  fft  fftlT  ft  gRT  yftlgK  ERTeTeT  ft  ftgT  gRT  |>3TT  RT,  RFT  RR  gfgft  ft  fftR 
R?ft  fgldgW  R/ftft  ft  ftft  rgRp  TRgRTT  1 1  RR  RT  ftft  ftf  Rgft  ftft  RTTR  R  gRT  f 3TT  RT,  gTgft  fft  ft  RT  ftgR  gRT  3TeFT  fftgT  RRT  RT  I  g?  ftgR  3Tg 
ftftpg:  RftgR  tlRFTftfoRfftftftRRgRtcRfT  ^gft  Rg>  ftR  RggRTT  ft  1 1  RRT-ftgR  gag  fft  ft  3RpP  ^RTft  ?gRft  f  I  ftRft  ?TTft  RTft  R, 
RgRT  dgel,  RTeT  gFT,  RPT  g?eT,  cRST  gfjR  §rdlR  ftftp  ggRPjft  |f  I  ftRgg  ggT  gg  ggRTT,  ftR  ft  RcftRgftg  RTRcft  ft  ft  T?g>  %  I 

gFPft  gTPFPPf  ftt  g?  RTRTft  ft  ftftgT  ftg  gft  efft  fft  gRgft  3fgft  ^?RT,  fftgWR  ft  gRT  ftft  ft  gRR  ggJ  gRRnft  ft  feR  RjftftrT  Wg  gft  1 1  ?gpft 
^eRfT  ft  ftgg  ftftg?  gjftftcT  R9TT  RHglg,  ft  3TPTR  R  ft  RcRT  1 1  1429  ftfft  ft  3T?ggW  gft  ft  gRgft  gTRgTft  ^Rgft  ft  ftR  7-aiMldRd  gR  ft  I  ft^TT 
gPTT  RTTcTT  t  fft  ftgRT  ft  gTg  ft  ftftft  ft  gfg  1429  ftftt  ft  gTRT  3TRTgW  gft  ft  ftgg  RR  cfSTT  g^f  gggTgT  3TTftT  fftgT  ftft  g?  ggft  ftg  RRT  RP  gcRIT 
g?T  3fR  1432  ftft  ft  gRTR  f3TT  | 

fftg  :  ft<R  gft  gg  RRT  (ggR  gR),  cRgRT  gfef  (ggR,  gR),  ftftg  g?R  (ftfft,  gR),  Pgg  ggR  (ftfft,  gR) 


7.  BidarFort 

Located  on  the  Deccan  Plateau  in  the  north-eastern  part  of  Karnataka,  Bidar  is  situated  740  kms  north  of  Bengaluru.  The  Bidar  fort  is  irregular  rhomboid 
in  shape  and  is  one  of  the  most  formidable  forts  of  the  country.  The  total  circuit  of  the  ramparts  is  over  3  miles  and  it  has  37  bastions  and  five  gates.  The 
fort  is  surrounded  by  glacis  and  moats  in  the  form  of  triple  channel  with  partition  walls  hewn  out  of  solid  rocks  which  are  a  special  feature  of  Bidar.  The 
walls,  bastions,  gates  and  barbicans  of  Bidar,  which  are  still  intact,  are  some  of  the  most  sophisticated  architectural  features  in  India.  The  Munde  Burj  is 
the  most  prominent  bastion  commanding  the  approach  with  heavy  guns  and  loopholes.  The  main  entrance  to  the  fort  is  from  the  town  through  a  triple 
gate.  The  first  was  defended  by  a  moat,  now  filled  in,  and  was  closed  by  two  doors  in  succession,  the  outer  door  being  studded  with  spikes. 

The  gateways  are  skillfully  designed,  having  strong  barbicans.  The  gateways  on  the  east  side,  standing  high  above  the  plain,  are  approached  through 
steep  and  winding  tunnels.  The  citadel  was  formerly  cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  fort  by  a  wall,  now  largely  destroyed,  occupies  the  highest  spot  and,  in 
addition  to  its  gate  from  the  fort,  has  a  strong  postern.  Inside  the  town-walls  and  the  fort  are  many  old  buildings.  The  more  important  of  them  are  Royal 
Kitchen,  Tarkash  Mahal,  Lai  Bagh,  Gagan  Mahal,  Rangin  Mahal,  Takhat  Mahal,  and  so  on.  The  madrassa  of  Mahmud  Gawan  is  one  of  the  noteworthy 
monuments  of  Bidar. 

The  Bahamani  rulers  did  not  take  too  long  to  realize  that  Gulbarga  being  nearer  to  their  rival  Vijayanagar  was  not  too  secure  a  place  for  the  capital. 
Comparatively  Bidar  was  more  secure  and  also  climatically  better.  In  1429  Ahmad  Shah  Wali  shifted  the  Bahamani  capital  from  Gulbarga  to  Bidar.  It  is 
believed  that  the  building  of  the  city  and  fort  of  Bidar  commenced  sometime  in  1429,  when  the  king  Ahmad  Shah  Wali  returned  from  the  conquest  of 
Kherla,  and  the  operation  lasted  for  three  years  and  was  completed  in  1 432. 

Pictures :  Entrance  to  Bidar  fort  (above,  left),  Tarkash  Mahal  (above,  right),  Rangin  Mahal  (below,  left)  and  Gagan  Mahal  (below,  right). 
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8.  41^14^  gft 

T3?  tfei  9T  3iiRei?ii6l  WRi  eft  an  nsn  3H£(fftg?  wr  ft  ^ftt  nm  ft?  fftft  ft  fftsnr  an  i  n?  gnf  ttwt  3ft?nnR  nmfftn  ft? 
3?^n  nm  ^3n  t,  nfftnftr  nm  sftftn?  ftft?T  t  nan  ftK  36  ftte?  ftfft  nrft  ft  nft  ?uf ,  3tfrt  ft  ?gft  fr  fftmeT  gftfa  nftftsnn  fft  nan 

nft  gift  nn  nft  fq  1 1  <[ft  nn  tjft-nfftnft  ftn  4  fft?.ftr.  nan  nnft  gfsftfr  ftn  3.25  fft?.ftr.  1 1  g?gfcg?  ft  gfftnm  nnftt  nn  nnft  fft^jn  gft  ftWg?  g?T  1 1 
ft?  ftn  5^  nr?  f:  nftnn  ft  ggg?T  gT?,  nn^-nfftnn  ft  wg?  gT?,  nn?  ft  gggftr  gr?,  ?jft  ft  smnng?  gr?,  nfftn-^ft  ft  n?ftn  gT?  1 

?n  g?3T  gR  mftt  ft?  mtsi-mtsi ftm  fftaiM  nftftam 5ft,  ctttt  tret  ^ft  n?  fftnr  t,  ^nft  ft  t^p  fft?ftft  jfft  1 1  ?rr  gjft  ft  3iftg?  nTft  t,  fftmft ft  npF  gfftg 
ftf  t,  ftftr  ft  nn?  gfftg  ftn  'mfem?  n  ftgEF 1 1  3rftft?nn  ft?  er  ft  gfftg  nn  ft?  teer  ftft  ft  fftirr  1 1  awfftHi  n?nnnnf?  ggNefi  n?T  tetter  t  ?nft 
n?nr,  ftgng,  n?ft,  grwft,  ftftnft  nftf  ^  nnn?nr?  3rfftnr?n  rsit  ft  cttm  g?r  nnft  nft  1 1  ?nft  nnft  ng?i  t[c?tet  ftrgRg  3?ftrw  gft  g?w,  ftftr  q^sn  1 1 
nn  tret  nft  nnft  fftnrsnn  ?ERftf  ft  ft  tef  EEft  nnft  1 1  ggRPjft  Eger,  ftft  ftft  eer,  tree  eer,  street  eer,  3ttr?  EgR,  nnn  EgR  nan  nm  ftfftmr 
gRRfft  1 1 

nrnrft  teeer  neft  et,  ftg?  ft?  ggEftt  tjrtee  ftlgRg  w-fftftn  (1482-1515)  ft?  TjftgR  ^Jjgn?  3nfftn  w  (1489-1510)  ft  3mft  sere?)  tree  fttfftn 
nnft?  ftftng?  ft  re?  er  tetter  'suReEiipV  nft  n-anw  nft  1  i6ftf  nni«ft  nft  3nftn  ft  17ft  ^idi«ft  ft?  nan  nn?  ftftnrg?  ft  rmn  ftnHmnn?  nfftfftfftftf 
fftwft?  wnm  smUft  fftmef  nn?n?  ft?nft  nft  ffteft  1 1 

fftn ;  ftmng?  n?T  nftn  (nnr?,  mft),  nftn  ftnm  (nm?,  nm),  fmftn  ftrnr  (fttft),  mRHch-n-ftnm  (mrftn) 


8.  Bijapur  Fort 

Bijapur  was  once  the  capital  of  the  Adil  Shahi  dynasty  and  it  is  located  in  the  district  of  the  same  name  in  the  present  Karnataka  state.  The  fort  is  roughly 
oval-shaped  in  plan,  the  western  part  being  broader,  with  wide  moat  (36m  wide),  filled  with  water  besides  tall  and  formidable  defence  curtains 
interconnected  by  colossal  watch  towers  and  gun  bastions.  The  area  covered  by  the  fort  is  4km  east-west  and  3.25  km  north-south.  Bijapur  fort  is  the 
most  spacious  fort  of  the  Muslim  rulers  in  Karnataka.  The  fort  has  five  important  gateways  -  Mecca  Gate  on  the  west,  Shahpur  Gate  at  the  north-west, 
Bahamani  Gate  on  the  north,  Allapur  Gate  on  the  east  and  Fateh  Gate  on  the  south-east. 

In  addition  to  the  main  gateways,  there  are  three  colossal  watch  towers  (burj),  almost  at  regular  intervals,  one  being  the  Feringi  Burj  which 
accommodates  several  pieces  of  cannon.  The  fort  has  a  number  of  guns,  some  are  famous,  one  of  them  being  Malik-i-Maidan  (March  of  the  Field).  The 
citadel  popularly  known  as  the  Arkquila  is  roughly  located  in  the  centre  of  the  fort.  The  Arkquila  is  a  treasury  of  artistic  buildings  consisting  of  palaces, 
arches,  tombs,  gateways,  minarets  all  carved  with  rich  brown  basalt  rock.  The  most  important  of  them  being  the  Gol  Gumbaz,  the  tomb  of  Sultan 
Mohammad  Ali  Shah,  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  buildings  in  the  world.  The  prominent  palaces  are  the  Chini  Mahal,  Anand  Mahal,  Adalat 
Mahal,  Asar  Mahal,  Gagan  Mahal  and  Sat  Manjil. 

In  the  wake  of  the  breakup  of  the  Bahamani  Kingdom,  Yusuf  Adil  Shah  ( 1 489- 1510),  who  was  a  governor  under  the  Bahamani  Sultan  Muhammad  Shah  II 
( 1 482- 1515)  of  Bidar,  declared  independence  and  founded  a  new  dynasty  of  rulers  in  Bijapur,  known  as  the  Adil  Shahis.  From  the  early  part  of  the  1 6th 
century  to  the  middle  of  1 7th  century,  vigorous  structural  activity  in  Bijapur  resulted  in  the  appearance  of  monuments  of  wonder  and  grandeur. 

Pictures  :  Entrance  to  Bijapur  fort  (above,  left),  Gol  Gumbaz  (above,  right),  Ibrahim  Roza  (below)  and  Malik-i-Maidan  (inset). 
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Rile)  R>T  *[TRTcTR  c^J l-H I  h41  %  cTS  R  RTT  ^3TT  1?  eTSTT  TT^T  R?1  4vjlt|ldl  'N I eJ'O  409  fcR^.  P?1  tR  f^&RT  1?  I 

■grf  cf5t  qfcd4l  ^flRR  ^  xn$  ftldN^I  R  feRt  RT  ftleTT^  %  3T^TR  37Rf*rR  TRl^T  RRnfm  TFft  ^RRT  M  ^  37T^T  R  TRTT  R)c±dd  ^  13<ff 
*lc1l«fl  %  arfcRT  T?TR  3  444141  STT  I  RTT  *1  15^1  cRJT  16<fr  ^ldl«fl  3  4R  WRfT,  f^R  37TfccRTT#  PTRRpf  ^  3R?RT  |3TT  I 

3uRel4lsl  PTHPbt  ^  R;  R7  1774  757^  497T  3774^  4^4744  477  3ffy  7747^77  477747  3ftR  <pf  cf7  4TR  41dK  4d4l4  I  fTT  ^f  4?1  6|I6'<1  41dK  ^  7^t|4  IjR 
RSR  3ilM71  Rb  44^  Tf  R*1I  Rh77l  ^41  'tTlAci  §<t4|R  %  Rfi  R)  2)  |  ^R74?T  cJcHl  dlg^  41dR  3MJld  R£Rt  RT  TTvRfrft  RmI^  4R  RTTI?  Jl4)  sff 
3fR  ?TPj  gf^eR  RT^lfl  <£t  UN  1 1  TR  cT27T  gRt  R  3R^t  cTSTT  W?ft  %  f^RT  RldleWl'  3  *t£1  TPlfaT  R7T  1 1  ’ftcTff  ^ff^fRR  %  Rt  sER<Hl4  t  ('tW'ft 
RRRT  xrfttR  Tf  cTaTT  ^  3  Rid,  4 -51  R4Ml)  cRR  RR?T  ‘Jfff4RR  R4  sR  (pf^RT  ^  Wl,  RR  3  ^  3  Reft,  4fsRT  3  RRb  cTSTT  ^ 

Cf5t  37tR)  f  |  wfr  ^fcfN  #4  Tftp  tft  Tl  Mt  s|f  t  aflR  r^STT  4fMl  tjR  RTfftcRb  RT  pft  #4  xffpft  RT#  ^fRcTT  TT  4Jpf$RT  t,  Mf  ^R  f^TTeT  T7‘cf^  f  | 
sTTFfr  ^f  ^tepfr  ^f  ^  37Rjf^  4^7  1 1 

WT  f^RR  4T  R?,  TRP  5474  TRT^t  %  RE4  RfMt  f^RTI^  ^R  XRP  377RTR  R?  f^TcT  t.  f^  RSRf  cj?f  TRrM  cjff  f^RT^  ^  fecfR  ^37T 

1 1  RR  ^  Rf?  R^TR  ?TeT,  ^  41dl^7  ffeft  7J?7  7747  ^44  477  *7(^44  t,  1747  474  ^7  4477^  77977  RR  c|J|jcbR  47^  477  ^7  f  477  f%  374  ft-fr  7^ 

R^^RfTt  I 

f%TS  :  RT  ^TRrit  (RRR),  RRI^  ^f  %  R^RT  gRT  %  RT  ^  (^) 


9.  Raichur  Fort 

Raichur,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tungabhadra  river,  is  the  headquarters  of  Raichur  district.  It  is  located  409  kms  from  the  state  capital,  Bengaluru. 

The  original  fort  at  Raichur,  according  to  a  long  inscription  on  a  slab  on  the  western  wall,  was  built  by  Raja  Vitthala  on  the  order  of  the  Kakatiya  queen, 
Rudramma  Devi,  in  the  last  decade  of  the  13th  century.  It  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Bahamanis  and  later  Adil  Shahis  during  the  15th  and  16th 
centuries. 

Adil  Shahi  rulers  made  several  additions  and  modifications  to  the  fortifications  and  built  the  outer  fort  wall.  The  walls  of  this  fort  are  constructed  of  huge 
blocks  of  well-dressed  and  nicely  fitted  stones,  without  the  aid  of  any  cementing  material.  The  outer  wall,  which  is  constructed  of  comparatively  rough 
stone  masonry,  however,  is  the  work  of  the  Muslims,  as  is  shown  by  the  various  inscriptions  in  Arabic  and  Persian  on  its  bastions  and  gateways.  There 
are  two  gateways  in  the  inner  fortifications  (Sailani  darwaza  in  the  west  and  Sikandari  darwaza  in  the  east)  and  five  in  the  outer  fortifications  (Mecca  in 
the  west,  Naurangi  in  the  north,  Kati  in  the  east,  Khandak  in  the  south  and  Doddi  in  the  eastern  side).  The  outer  wall  is  enclosed  by  a  deep  moat  on  three 
sides,  the  fourth  (or  the  southern)  side  being  naturally  defended  by  a  row  of  three  rocky  hills,  all  fortified  with  massive  ramparts.  The  outer  fort  is 
considerably  larger  than  the  inner  fort. 

The  Bala  Hissar  or  citadel,  situated  on  the  middle  and  loftiest  of  the  hills  on  the  southern  side,  stands  on  an  irregularly  shaped  platform  supported  on 
stone  masonry  piled  up  with  on  rough  boulders.  It  contains  mainly,  a  Durbar  Hall,  a  small  one-arched  mosque  in  Bijapur  style,  a  dargah  called  Panch 
Bibi  Dargah  and  a  square  cistern  now  filled  up  with  earth. 

Pictures  :  A  distant  view  of  Raichur  fort  (above),  one  of  the  entrance  gate  of  Raichur  fort  (below). 
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RTTtgJR  ^  RJI'<  %,  RF  TrIcR1  if  gRRJR  %  RRR  ^  cH J l-H J I  500  cfft  RR  f^STcf  1?  I  RTTFRR  g^f  3)  RR  M  3||R>|\!  gg  %  3flR  crRcI  rtgM  %  RTRR  gRT  ^3TT 

t,  3TTR»T  3  RF  RfTR  RHTR  RjRarT  gg  RRRR  eft  I  RTTF^R  g^f  %  ^tgTR  Rl  ftf  gt  ^IFRTg  W  g"TR  RFf  3Tg  RRFFR  g?l  f^arfcT  3  1 1  RR*I  Rl  Rg>  % 

RR  RUMr!  %  Rldlol'lsl  1 1  ^f  gg  RRRg  ggT  ^TR3T  Rh£tgTR  RFT#  ^  ggRR  gRcTT  t,  f^HT  RR  3TRlR  RF  gRT  |T3TT  1 1  TO  RgT  RfepI  %  f^T7  ffrrpfy  ^  rj^ 
g?T  RT  g^ff^RT  itgR  gtt  RTR  gTRRT  RFFT  1 1  itcTft  ^IRTR  i  THcfft  CT&TT  Rfgf  R  H  41  g  I  ^  gi  fR  f  |  iftcfft  i  RgT  vftt  R^RT  RFf  R*  RTTRT  RTTcTT  £ 1 
M'ig’lc'l  gl  #g-4tg  i  RFTR  gi  fifin  RTR  g£  RTRRRTR  t,  RlH^  3TcTR— 3TcfR  RRRtR  Ft£  Fti  I 

W^R  <^f  %  RTF  f^TeTTelRslf  i  if  RTgRf  ^RTRT  Rldlel'isl  1555  £r41  gg  1 1  ?RT%  3T^RR  RF  g^f  FsH£)H  3TTf£cTW  RRR  i  j%R?T  RtFRg  7JRJRT  gRT  gRRTRT 
RT  |  RRT^  g>lcjP|gi  FRT  STTgRH  RRT^cT  gRRTR  |  RTRgT  FRT  ERR  ££  RtR  RTF  t  f%  RTTFRR  ggf  FRT  RRR  %  RRfl  gRgTRT  RR  cRTRt  gi  ftMTeftgt  i  RTTF^R  gl 
RR  gg  RerlRR  gT^t  it  R^t  t  I  hIrFW  RRT3ff  %  3TRRTTR  RTTF^R  gg  RTR  "RTTRR"  t  RRRJ  F^  TRH  RR  3Hf4cHdl£l  RTRTgtt  gTRT  R^l  RTR  RfRRcTgTg  gg 
RJevlRsr  Pi  cl  dl  it  | 

fagj :  RTF^R  %  RRgtri 


10.  Shahpur  Fort 

Shahpur  is  a  town  located  in  Karnataka  and  it  is  about  500  kms  north  of  Bengaluru.  Shahpur  fort  is  of  irregular  shape  built  on  precipitous  rocks  which 
originally  formed  the  principal  defences  of  the  fort.  The  two  arched  gateways  of  the  Shahpur  fort  which  are  attached  with  the  fortification  walls  are  in 
ruins.  One  of  them  has  Persian  inscription  on  top.  The  fort  is  dominated  by  a  great  attainable  conical  hill,  on  which  the  citadel  stands  making  it 
impregnable.  To  reach  the  citadel  one  has  to  pass  through  triple  wall  fortification  built  of  masonry  in  lime-mortar.  The  inner  walls  also  have  bastions 
with  battlements.  Entrance  to  the  inner  circle  is  through  small  doorways.  Between  the  ramparts  are  several  stone  structures  of  various  dimensions, 
serving  different  puiposes. 

Of  the  seven  inscriptions  at  Shahpur  fort,  the  earliest  dated  1555,  describes  that  the  fort  was  built  by  Ibrahim  Adil  Shah  I  through  one  Muhammad  Yusuf. 
He  strengthened  the  bastions  and  curtains.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  even  in  the  inscriptions  carved  on  Shahpur  fort  and  the  town  gateway  (Gogi 
Darwaza)  the  name  Shahpur  does  not  appear.  As  per  the  mythology,  the  name  of  Shahpur  is  'Sagar1.  But  in  its  place  the  name  Nusratbad  is  mentioned 
which  was  given  by  Adil  Shahi  rulers. 

Picture :  Ramparts  of  Shahpur  fort. 
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1 1 .  ftcHMd 

cH •* m cj  ^nirich  to  tnnto  gnft  t^ff  Tf  ^  ^  f  ^an  cutotocb  xjivHcRfi  rt torr  rft  1 1  rh,  to™  ttrtt,  tonnqn  ^dciM,  err ttstt  3to  ft  totoft  ft 
tor  rttet  ftom  i  wtodi  tonm  to  tfr  ft  rsiri  toto  tof  tor  ton  ft  trt  w  i  tonn  n^f,  totor  BdKdi  to  toto  rt  ^  ^jctor  ft,  to  nr  ftoton  to 
to  if^cT  to  ton  torto  rjr  ft  i  n^f  to  nTrgfton  ft  to^  to  ?tsjt  gftorn  ynm  ft  to  to?  crarr  nftonn  toff  ft)  ^ntor  ton  to  ftto  ftor  t  Itonto  to  to 
tonjnfto  tretr  to  ton  fftto  ft 1  totof  %  ETrgftocE  toft  ft  Eton  wnr  estt  totoft  toft  to  ^nto  1 1 

to  ^  stormr  ee  to  ree  ft :  jee  ntor  ftfto  nan  ^trt  ftfto  to  ^nf  to  totor  i  to  ^  tor  to  to  ftfto  ft,  ftorft  fttonsr  to  to  tor  err 

to et<et  'rer ntor  toto nto  ft  i  ef  1204  toto ft  eic^ki  toft to  eet  et  eet ^frt  'ftoto Errrto  E^didi  t  to 3nr  rffe to  eet  ft,  ftotor eee 
ft  ef  tor  nR^fton  ee  t[rt  H*jdi  et  1  free  reete,  toto  *jciKd  toft  ft),  tofttonto  eet  ttet^et  M^ci)  to  nfftto  to  ■gtotocr  an  1  to  ft  to  nftoft  ft,  ftonto 
ete  ttee  eRre  cran  dilftni  eRre  ft,  tort  tof  ft  fttoftr  w  to  gfto  ffttototo  ee  e§e  rtet-riet  ft  1 

jjej  dWN  fttor  tof  ^  ftoEE  ^  to  toRRN  ft  cran  n,dmn  crier  err  to  to  torr  EFto  nan  toto  Rift  to  Rrt  ftaEftiTpREtoEFREETEERT 
1 204  ft.  ft  sNini  nan,  ftoft  ftotof  er  to  eeRt  ft,  ef  re  etreet  to  Rm  to  1  toft  Rcnftoto  ee>  eri  ton  to  nrmto  ski  F^rto  arftto  ntotonmn  1  fto?  to 
?nto  EFto  Rift,  toto  tonrto,  wtotonto,  ee  nan  gto?  to  to?  er  3ntor  nto  ft  REiftRd  ERft  nn  ton  tonnnn  RedHd  to  nmrn  3tor  rtr  tor  fftddi  ft  1 1686 
ftnto  ft  gncT  Rmnn  totontor  ft  tonn^  Rnm  tof  nrn  rr  ftcrnTn  n?  3nrnr  totom?  nn?  feRn  1 

fton  :  RReT  RRto  to  ftfcR  tod  ftfto  (RR?),  MT  dR-dd  to  ftftor  RTn  RT  ^n  (fttft),  WT  hRrS  to  ton  RT  toto  (ftlft,  cnfftft) 


11.  Belgaum  Fort 

One  of  the  oldest  forts  in  Karnataka,  the  Belgaum  fort  played  host  to  a  multitude  of  dynasties,  from  the  Rattas,  the  Vijayanagar  emperors,  Bijapur 
Sultans,  Marathas  and  finally  the  British.  During  the  freedom  movement  of  India,  Mahatma  Gandhi  was  imprisoned  here.  The  Belgaum  fort  is  also  an 
embodiment  of  the  legacy  of  religious  tolerance  in  Belgaum  as  there  are  a  number  of  sacred  shrines  pertaining  to  different  religions.  The  fort  has  Hindu, 
Jain  and  Muslim  architectural  influence  with  temples  and  mosques  located  within  its  limits,  indicating  cultural  syncretism.  The  architectural  styles  seen 
in  the  mosques  are  of  the  Indo-Saracenic  and  Deccan  type. 

There  are  two  Hindu  shrines  at  the  fort  entrance  -  one  devoted  to  Ganesha  and  another  to  goddess  Durga.  There  are  two  Jain  temples  inside  the  fort,  the 
Kamal  Basadi,  with  the  Neminatha  idol  in  black  stone  is  more  famous.  It  was  built  in  the  Chalukyan  style  in  1204  C.E.  The  other  temple  called  the 
Chikki  Basadi  is  in  ruins.  It  was  once  considered  as  a  “remarkable  piece  of  Jain  architecture”.  It  had  a  frontage,  which  was  ornamented  with  rows  of 
dancing  figurines,  musicians,  and  trimmed  flowers.  The  fort  has  two  mosques  or  masjids,  namely  the  Safa  Masjid  and  Jamia  Masjid;  the  former  mosque 
is  the  most  frequented  by  the  Muslim  population  of  the  city  of  Belgaum. 

Located  in  an  undulating  plain  land,  the  fort  is  of  oval  shape  and  is  surrounded  by  a  deep  and  wide  moat  excavated  in  soft  red  stone.  It  was  originally  built 
by  Jaya  Raya,  also  called  Bichi  Raja,  an  ally  of  the  Ratta  Dynasty,  in  1204  C.E.  However  Jakub  Ali  Khan  of  the  Bijapur  Sultanate  is  responsible  for 
transforming  the  fort  into  an  invincible  fortress  surrounded  by  a  deep  moat,  huge  walls,  bastions,  battlements  and  parapets.  In  1686,  the  Mughal 
emperor  Aurangzeb  defeated  the  Bijapur  Sultanate,  and  Belgaum  came  under  his  control. 

Pictures:  Jain  temple  inside  the  Kamal  Basadi  (above),  view  of  interior  of  Safa  Masjid  (below,  left)  and  detail  of  pillar  of  Safa  Masjid  (below,  right). 
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12.  4ccnf)^4 

Rh1cR>  RRR  cfr  4cdl4  fv^eT  4  ^eeTTfr  XJcf>  Cj (cl ^ | Rh <+.  RRy  1 1  Rg  R^f  tccTFfr  RtgFT  (RRRg  4  RgTR4)  3TRRT  R^f  Rgfft  eft  4(4)  RR  RRT  |T3TT  1 1  Rg  4t  RTRl 
4  Rl'-H  I  Rid  %  vbM'<l  R^  cTSTT  PlRcll  g4  I  WT4  g4  WF  <n  g'^vri)  n  4tRR  4  ftRT,  M6l4)  4lc4  RR  RRT  I|3TT  4  I  foRT  RR  9gft4  RR  4tRcT  T^Rt  4t  Rt4  4  |  ijgi  RSJT 
4ftT  3TRRT  4lftW41  cRT  r44  TRRT  ftif  1 1  gRRR  Rg  RFTRR  2000  R^g  R44  RgFft  Rl4t  RR  f,  ^4  RRt  %  RRR  RRt  4tft  4p4f  R?1  $4441  4  Rj44cT  1 1  gRl4 
RfTR  R4  T|Rt4  cfRcp  3t4ft7  RRTRR  44  r4  fR  £  | 

RRj4(TR  RRft44  gR4  TIT^  %RT44f44|TRt|R4;cFF  r|r4  RTetT  4rRJ  RR>  t\  Rl4  t,  4)  RRTRRR  RgT4t  RR  RcR4  4  4lR  4  glcTT  g3TT  RTTRT  1 1  RJR4 
WRR  Rg  4  RTgR  Rrp  4tgl  Rf4R  t,  RR?  r4r=4  %  RRRlR  RRT  r4r?  Rg4  RTcRRR  t  I  Rg"4  4tRR  3t4r?  RJt|R  RRR  RRT  f^Rlf^TR  RfTR  4?  RRg  RTeJ  4  r4 
3t4rt  RTeTTRTR  if  | 


4f4  RTeTT  g4  RfTR  %  ^j4t  Ref  RR  3Tl4  4fgf  %  cRfRT  RTF)  44  4  RRT  f 3R  1 1  RTRRR:  Rg  RTRRTRTR  RRT  4ftT  f4RTRT  4  leTR  RRRTR  f4RT  RTTRT  RT  I  Rg  RRr44) 
4  f^RT  g3R  t  RRT  gRl4  3T4RT  RTRf4RT  t  sfiR  RRR4  gRf  RRT  %Rft4l  1 1  gRl4  4  r4?TRt4  gTR  t,  cran  mI4r41  4)r  RR  I  f4g4  ^4  4  TJcfi  RR  RR  'r4r 
3Tm4r'  gJRTR  Rf^R  1 1 


RgR|t  r4  4rrt  ^3R  ^4,  f^RTRRRR  %  RRR  4  gT%  gJRRT  RTRR^  RRT  RRTRT  RRT  RT  I  1769  i  4  tRR  3Tc4  4  g4  gft  RTRR7  R^RR  Rf  ^RR  ^f  r4  3Tr4 
3Tf4RR  4  RR  f^RT  RRT  RR7  RR?Mr  344RRR  r4  RglRdl  ^4  ^4  RR  R444RRR  R  ^RR  Rr4  f^TRT  |  RgR4  %  ^  4hHl4  r4  4r4  fR  PlRdl  ^4,  tRR  3Tg4 
gRT  RRRTRT  RRT  RT  |  XRg  4cTR7RT  %  3TJRR,  3TRT4  mM  344RRR  r4  R44t  r4  RRR  I4r4,  RR447  RRf4  gR  RSR  r4  3h4^I  RR  f^RT  %  r4(#  ^RR 

jj,ggi  4ceii4  gggi  msi41  t  (4i44  "54r4  4w 3ik  r'ImrIrcii  >44 ^j°4 rr rrtr RgRT 4 rrrj  '^4  RRgftdi  rrrt RgT  i 

f^R  :  rrt4  ^4  rr  r4rt  (rrr),  ^4  %  44r  4f4R  cp  3rt4r  (4f4) 


12.  Bellary  Fort 

Bellary  is  a  historic  city  in  Bellary  district  in  the  state  of  Karnataka.  The  Bellary  fort  is  built  on  top  of  Ballari  Gudda  (hill  in  Kannada)  or  the  Fort  Hill. 
The  fort  is  divided  as  the  Upper  Fort  and  the  Lower  Fort.  The  Upper  Fort  is  a  polygonal  walled  building  on  the  summit,  with  only  one  approach,  and  has 
no  accommodation  for  a  garrison.  The  Upper  Fort  consists  of  a  citadel  on  the  summit  of  the  rock  at  approximately  2000  feet,  guarded  by  three  outer 
lines  of  fortification,  one  below  the  other.  It  contains  several  cisterns,  excavated  in  the  rock. 

The  turreted  rampart  is  surrounded  by  a  ditch  and  covered  way.  There  is  only  one  way  up  to  the  fort,  which  is  a  winding  rocky  path  amongst  the 
boulders.  On  the  top,  outside  the  citadel  is  a  small  temple,  the  remains  of  some  cells  and  several  deep  pools  of  water.  Within  the  citadel  are  several 
strongly  constructed  buildings,  and  an  ample  water  supply  from  reservoirs  constructed  in  the  clefts  of  the  rocks. 

The  Lower  Fort  lies  at  the  eastern  base  of  the  rock  and  measures  about  half  a  mile  in  diameter,  and  probably  had  an  arsenal  and  barracks.  It  consists  of  a 
surrounding  rampart,  numerous  bastions,  faced  by  a  deep  ditch  and  glacis.  The  entrance  to  the  Lower  Fort  is  via  two  gates,  one  each  on  the  western  and 
eastern  sides.  Just  outside  the  eastern  gates  of  the  Lower  Fort  is  a  temple  dedicated  to  Lord  Hanunran  -  the  Kote  Anjaneya  Temple. 

The  Fort  was  built  round  the  hill  during  Vijayanagar  times  by  Hande  Hanumappa  Nayaka.  Hyder  Ali,  who  took  possession  of  the  fort  from  the  Hande 
Nayaka  family  in  1769,  got  the  fort  renovated  and  modified  with  the  help  of  a  French  engineer.  The  Lower  Fort  was  added  by  Hyder  Ali  around  the 
eastern  half  of  the  hill.  Legend  has  it  that  the  unfortunate  French  engineer  was  hanged,  for  overlooking  the  fact  that  the  neighbouring  Kumbara  Gudda 
is  taller  than  Ballari  Gudda,  thus  compromising  the  secrecy  and  command  of  the  fort. 

Pictures:  Entrance  ofUpper  fort  (above),  Remains  of  temples  inside  the  fort  (below). 
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13.  RRRJR  ^Tf 

Cj^f  RRrfcRr  %  rIMi  rtr  %  rIMt  rrtr  rr  ftRR  1 1  ^  r?i  qf^r  rtrrr  rrt  ^  t,  rr  rFr  rtrfM  ^  rrr  rI  rat  f 3R  affc  At#  trt^  ^ 

f^RT  T|3R  1 1  men'll  %4tRTTR^26RRfcpfR7T  PTHIc|y||efl  ARTcl  1 1  fRT%  RxTR  3  RTRR  fefcT  t,  1#RTRR  RT^  #R1  RR  t^RT  t  ART  #Rc!RT  $rftlR  # 

A#  Rt  A^  tjcf?  RRRTftt  3ftR  Trtp  ##  TIT^  £TRT  RJRfsTcT  1 1 

ARRJR  R^f  TJeRRT  RT  TJRT  f*TR#  R>  R^f  i^RTT  1537  f.  *T  f^RRARR  TARTAR  cT^TT  AA^R  %  R5JTO  <WlWl  ^  AHAIAI  RT  | 

ftRTRAftR  <nt)|v7i|  %  RRA  %  RTR  R#  R>  AIR  A  RPTR-RTAR  RR  RRRTcT  R#  I  1638  3  RTATR^ATTRATA  ^  4lA|LJT  R?T  R#  #  #R  RR  ftTRT  3ffc  W  # 

RRTFf  %  RTTA  fact  RTR  #RftlAT  -  cftflR  RT)  FRT  fc^RT  I  1#RT#  RTR  RRcJA  RRTR7)  RpfR  cf>R5RTrtt#ft#|ATR3  RTTRR?  t^R^R  %  R|  c)-R>  4  cR  M I  RTf^RTR 
(1673-1704  i)  R>t  3,00,000  Wt  3  tft  f^RT  RRT  I  1759  t  *T  #  #TT  %  RATA  ^PTHTfcT  tRR  3Tcfl  ^  RRR  R?t  RR  ATRAIIrt  RTTRFF  RtftcT  RR  f^RT  I 
1761  t.  *T  #RR  3Tcfr  ^  R^f  R7t  RcAR  #  Rrf  %  t^R  rj  RRR  f^RT  |  ^Rft  T^f  if  ##5  ^3T^  RRT  3F)R7  3#R  RTAT  3Tf£lARfM  #  tRR  3Tctl  ^T  #R  if  RRAT  RT  I 
TTTRTA  #  fcfRRR  #R[A  RTTRTR?  %  RTRtf  RR  RR#  t  RR  R^rf  | 

tRR  3Te?l  %  RTR  ffRJR  RR  RTAR  RR%  tt  ^^eclH  R>t  fteTT  f#rt  'tTJR  RR  #T  RTRT  RTTRT 1 1  RRcJA  R^f,  ^  ^eRTR  RR  RR  RT  I  RTF)  R^f  RT)  3fTR  RRTRT 
3^7  RR  cfP^RlTRTR  ^f  RTR  RT  RTTRT  RRT  I  RTfTRT  RRRR?fTRR  %RTR,  gftRTR  ^c?T  ^  R^  $  I  ?R  ^f  RR  ^RRT  3RRRN'  'jftcTR  f^RR  3TRff  RR?  RRfaTcT 
J I u  I M  fcl  Rf^R  iff  H  | 

f^TR  :  RR^R)  Rrf  cF>T  ^tcTfT  ^RR  (RRR),  RRcJR  ^f  RR  gTRT  R^RT  (i^T,  RT^),  ^TsR  R^RT  RR  3TfJfRTRf  RR  ^TtRT  (#xf,  RTR) 


13.  Bengaluru  Fort 

Bengaluru  fort  is  located  on  the  Deccan  Plateau  in  the  south-eastern  part  of  Karnataka.  The  fort  at  Bengaluru  had  a  perimeter  of  about  one  mile;  it  was  of 
solid  masonry,  surrounded  by  a  wide  ditch  which  was  commanded  from  26  towers  placed  at  intervals  along  the  ramparts.  To  its  north  lay  the  fortified 
town,  several  miles  in  circumference  and  protected  by  a  rampart  constituting  of  a  deep  belt  of  thorn  and  cactus,  and  a  small  ditch. 

Bengaluru  fort  was  originally  built  as  a  mud  fort  in  1 537  by  Kempe  Gowda  a  feudatory  of  the  Vijayanagar  empire  and  the  founder  of  Bengaluru. 

After  the  fall  of  the  Vijayanagara  empire,  Bengaluru's  rule  changed  hands  several  times.  In  1638,  a  large  Bijapur  army  led  by  Ranadulla  Khan  and 
accompanied  by  Shahj  i  Bhonsle  defeated  Kempe  Gowda  III  and  Bengaluru  was  given  to  him  as  a jagir.  Later  on,  Bengaluru  was  sold  to  Chikkadevaraja 
Wodeyar  (1673-1704)  of  Mysuru  for  3,00,000  rupees.  In  1 759,  Hyder  Ali,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Mysuru  Army,  proclaimed  himself  the  de  facto 
ruler  of  Mysuru.  He  converted  the  fort  into  a  stone  fort  in  1 76 1 .  It  was  here  that  Hyder  Ali  imprisoned  David  Baird,  along  with  a  number  of  other  army 
officers  of  the  British.  The  fort  stands  as  a  witness  to  the  struggle  of  the  Mysuru  Emperor  against  the  British  domination. 

The  kingdom  later  passed  to  Hyder  Ali's  son  Tipu  Sultan,  known  as  the  Tiger  of  Mysore.  Bengaluru  Fort  was  a  stronghold  of  Tipu  Sultan.  He  later 
extended  the  fort  and  it  came  to  be  known  as  the  Tipu  Sultan  Fort.  The  intricately  carved  arches  of  the  fort  have  been  built  as  per  the  Islamic  style. 
Another  major  attraction  of  the  fort  is  also  the  well-preserved  Ganapati  temple  situated  inside  it. 

Pictures:  Inside  view  of  Bengaluru  fort  (above).  Main  Entrance  of  Bengaluru  fort  (below,  left)  and  detail  of  motifs  on  Main  Entrance  (below,  right). 
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14.  fM^f  TO  <^f 

TO  c^f  TOM  %  fM^t  Ml  3  Mf  1 1  Ml  Tl  efWT  120  fcMt.  M  TOTT  TOclpF  R)  RWT  200  fMl.  ^  TO  1 1  TOT  TOFg  W  ^  Tt 

tott  tt  tot  t,  'Mr  ctstt  M  1  ^rtto  rtoM  tot  'ir^gfrRT  M'  3ttot 'rto  tot  '  1 1  'ftn^dift'  toM  ti  Mr  tot  ^445  Mt^  ?rr  ^f 

TO  ^ffcPTOT  TOE?1  1 1  TOM  Mr  i[  gTR  t  MM  RTTST  TOT  RrfM  RTTOTT  TJ7TO  v3TTcTT  f 3TT  MlTORT  t  MtoT  ?lM  £RT  TORT  M  TR  cfTTOT  3TTOT 
TTfcH  Ft  TOcTT  SIT  I  ^rf  ^  Mr)  3  M  SlM  TOl  I|p  t  fMl  RT  Ml  cjTOR  TO  cfR  TOTT  M  I  tM  Mr  3  RR  ST?  TO)  af  I  TOTO5  TOTO  %  M  MToJ, 

M  t,  ^  tot  tr-ttotott  toMj,  Mtohi  toMj,  toM  toMj^9^  enciM  Mrcjt  1 

TOdljRIW  ?TT  T^f  TO  MtkT  1500  TO^  f  I  eft  TOT  Mr  cPM  8  fMt.  Mf  1 1  ?T#  Mr  fM’RT  *T  TjTSTT  %  feR  Mf  M,  M  M 

it  dR>iii  ctsjt  eft  MM  ^  M  etosrt  f3f  pift  1 1  rtoft  rtot  %  M  Met  totot  nan  to  tjf,  tostMtt  M  to  tort,  Mr  nan 

to  sn^f^  %  fed?  ®mi^  tot  aT,  Mr)  t^tott  n?r  MtMt  et  rttot  croT  tor  tot  3tttotot  totjttT  eft  3mjf^  ntcfT  M  I  Mtset  tot  ?),  ^  tt4T  ^Rn i q  sror  'ft 
tjtMt  1 1  Mt  3  wn  Mr  ft  M  tot  ft  toto;  tot  ft  isft  nnM  i  t  aM-Mi  M  M  Oni^d  n?r  Mn  nf|nt  ^  g^sn  tor 
wff  tt  n^n  3Rmnnn  Mw  Mr  ^n  M 1 1  n%-n^  Oni^e  nr  MnMf  n^r  M  ^  M  Mr  Mte  rrt  M  M  f^r^nn  nn  M  Mf 
fM  nm  3rf?rg  M  nm  nR,  nnn  M  M  3n^RT  ^r  ^  %  "mar  nmr  nR  w  tot  1 1 

n?  ^f  M  ^r  i8^t  nnM  %  M  M  tort  ^r,  M  %  totM  &rt  nron  tot  fM^f  ^ro  nan  MncT  ^rr  mM  t  M  M^f  % 
nranr  3rann  M  nron,  f^f  ^  Mtr  %  nrRMr  t  toM  nranr  toM  nn  wn  200  tm  ^  3tM  ^t  i  toM  nron  Mr  %  mro  nnr  Mfif  ^ 
■^rf  %  nronr  nn  to  nan  tot  ttrt  n?r  TOn  tot,  spran  srfrR  nRro  %  Mr  3Te?r  toMt  ^an  1  to  '^Tt,  TOrfcn  cfr  tot  ^  mror  *r  toto 
TOTTOT  ^n  feR  ^  MMt  1 1 


fM :  Rrnf4  %  to  gro  Mt  (tor,  to).  M^f  %  ^f  %  toM  (tor,  to),  "nror  Mfr  (M,  to),  3ttot  nPM  Mr  (M,  to) 


14.  Chitradurga  Fort 


Chitradurga  fort  is  situated  in  the  Chitradurga  district  of  Karnataka.  It  is  located  approximately  120  kms  from  Hampi,  and  approximately  200  kms  from 
Bengaluru.  Chitradurga  is  formed  of  two  words  in  the  Kannada  language:  'chitra'  means  “picture”  and  'durga'  means  “fort”.  It  is  locally  known  as 
'Yelusuttina  Kote'  or  “Seven  circles  fort”.  The  Chinmuladri  range  constituting  of  seven  hills  is  enclosed  by  a  series  of  seven  concentric  fortification 
walls  which  is  the  Chitradurga  fort.  Each  wall  has  a  gate  with  an  ascending  access  through  winding,  and  turning  narrow  corridors  which  would  make  it 
difficult  to  use  elephants  for  attacking  the  fort  or  to  break  down  the  gates.  Small  embrasures  in  the  fort  walls  were  provided  for  use  by  archers  to  shoot 
arrows  at  the  enemy.  Four  gates  were  provided  in  the  outer  most  walls.  The  four  gates  (called  'Bagilu'  in  Kannada)  are  called  Rangayyana  Bagilu ,  the 
second  one  called  Siddayyana  Bagilu ,  third  one  is  called  the  Ucchangi Bagilu  and  fourth  one  is  named  Lalkote  Bagilu. 

The  area  covered  by  the  fort  is  reported  to  be  1,500  acres.  The  total  length  of  the  fort  walls  is  about  8  kms.  The  impregnable  fortification  for  defence 
purposes  consisted  of  gateways,  posterior  entrances,  water  tanks  and  watch  towers  to  guard  and  keep  vigil  on  the  enemy  incursions.  The  storage  ware¬ 
houses,  pits  and  reservoirs  were  primarily  designed  to  ensure  food,  water  and  military  supplies  required  to  endure  a  long  siege.  Uniquely,  all  these 
facilities  are  still  well  conserved.  Initially,  it  was  built  in  mud  but  was  subsequently  strengthened  in  stretches  with  granite  stone  slabs  in  the  1 8th  century 
C.E.  An  outstanding  feature  noticed  in  several  stretches  of  the  fort  walls  is  that  no  cementing  material  has  been  used  in  joining  the  large  granite  cubes 
that  have  been  neatly  sized,  cut,  trimmed  and  placed  in  position. 

The  fort  was  built  in  stages  between  the  1 0th  and  1 8th  centuries  by  the  dynastic  rulers  of  the  region,  including  the  Rashtrakutas,  Chalukyas  and 
Hoysalas.  However,  the  Nayakas  of  Chitradurga,  or  PalegarNayakas,  were  solely  responsible  for  the  expansion  of  the  fort  as  the  dynastic  reign  of  the 
Nayakas  lasted  for  over  200  years.  The  Chitradurga  fort  was  their  stronghold  and  the  very  heart  of  their  province  until  Madakari  Nayaka  V,  its  last  ruler 
was  defeated  by  Hyder  Ali  of  Mysore  Kingdom.  The  fort  thus  stands  as  a  tribute  to  the  Nayakas  who  ruled  this  part  of  Karnataka. 

Pictures:  Main  Entrance  of  Chitradurga  fort  (above,  left).  Ramparts  of  Chitradurga  fort  (above,  right).  Palace  Complex  (below,  left)  and  Akka 
Tangiyarra  Houda  (below,  right). 
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1 5.  Tlf^WciH  c£if 

$4rk  xIRrmrr  (stm rt  kkMcH  3rtr  #^nchr)  ktjr ti  toper  15 fk.k.  rr  ric^  k  toper  120  fk.k.  kr  ^fr  re Rkfr Rk  %  rr  ski 

fklR  t  I  sk  ^f  %  ^RE  RR  3TTRkh  ^iRE  E)  kRT  f 3R  SRER  t  klEff)  TOEgTE  E?l  3TR  EFf  RER)  fR  Rpr?  k  kk  R>  ffk  TOffl  HR-Rl^fl  k  R)  EfTRl 
k  fkt  #  |  ^rf  %  Tjkt  -RTT  k  ET?E  kf  3Tk  k^RT  iflkRoflH  R?ef  t,  kRT%  RR  ff  ^  REfftTfl  kf  TOcR  3fR  ETRk  Elk  HTfaq!  k  kTOE  RTefT  kki 
1 1  ?R  kcTRf  EE  IkE  3R?r  RTET  R^E  kr  WI  k  ^RTf  k  Rr  Rf  Sf,  kftt  RE  3  TO^  RRTgkft  k  3RkT  EE  ^TeRTefr  RET  EkTET  kkREft  k  Ek  I  Rkk 
tEE  3Rfr  3fft  kRAlTOM  k  TREE!  k  fcTR,  Eft  elld4IE  El  3TFt  ^  kRT  *f  t,  Rsft  ETR  E)  ^  kRE  k  EEElk  k  TOT41R  I  cRfeT  tcft,  Ef)  fk  Ek  3  # 
■RE  TO)  2f,  RT  EE  I  E  4?  k  W  3  k  1 1 

^  gfkR  YTRrkf-  tEE  Reft  (1722-1782  t)  RRT  tt|Aj,cdH  (1753-1799  i)  Et  ETTOIpfl  sft  |  k  EERR  ERk  (TOH  fkj)  k  fk^EftE  k  RTE  EE 
?7TRT  re  ERT  ER  RT  RRT  R?  kft  k  mRee")  EE  fklR t 1  ER  TO  k  ETRt  E%E  ^  ^Rkk,  3TFTO-tE3E  7£E  (1792  Ran  1799  i.)  RT  EERERR 

441  | 

snkft  RkR  REk  Ran  tEjr  ytr  %  kn  RFR-kqn  ^  kknmn  nn  knn  (5  3kcT-4  n^,  1 799)  3if%n  sunRi-niHHi  an  1  kknnRn  ^f  7^ 
knR  nR  Ran  rr  *r  ?nen  rr  3tknt  ^  PmW  kk  rfr  kf  1  nn  rrtr  k^^efiiR  ^  Rk  rrt  w  i  nfk  %  rtr  3tkk  ^  ^  knrnfr 

RTf%RR  1I4RI  Rt  ^  k  TRRJ  3RRTR  RR  k  W  RR  3TRRT  3knRR  RRRf  W  I 

fkn  :  ^Rrmcr  ^ff  ?? -mn),  RkR,  TOR kjTR RTRT  RRI  (3RR  RTR),  TRkf  tk  %  R?7lk  cR 3TtRfkn  (k%,  RTR),  RfRR  RRT  (Tfk,  RIR) 


15.  Seringapatam  Fort 

The  ancient  fortress  city  of  Seringapatam  (now  called  Srirangapatna  or  Srirangapatnam)  was  located  on  an  island  in  the  Cauvery  river  approximately 
1 5  kms  from  Mysuru  and  approximately  120  kms  from  Bengaluru.  The  island  fort  has  an  attractive  walled  courtyard  with  reliefs  of  serpents  beneath 
banyan  trees  leading  to  the  Water  Gate.  Tipu's  summer  palace  is  just  outside  the  east  side  of  the  fort,  a  confection  of  red  and  white  vertically  striped  walls 
in  a  garden.  Its  wall  paintings,  depicting  Colonel  Baillie's  defeat  at  the  hands  of  Haider  Ali,  were  restored  by  Wellesley  and  later  repainted  on  the  orders 
of  Lord  Dalhousie.  He  also  gave  the  double  doors,  rosewood  inlaid  with  ivory,  for  the  mausoleum  of  Haider  Ali  and  Tipu  Sultan,  which  stands  in  the 
Lalbagh  further  east.  The  memorial  of  Colonel  Baillie,  who  died  a  prisoner,  is  nearby. 

It  was  the  capital  for  the  Muslim  rulers  of  the  kingdom  of  Mysore,  Haidar  Ali  ( 1 722  -  1 782)  and  his  son,  Tipu  Sultan  (1753-1 799).  The  name  is  derived 
from  the  ancient  Hindu  temple  of  Sri  Ranganatha  Swami  (the  Hindu  god  Vishnu),  which  is  located  at  the  western  end  of  the  island.  The  city  became  the 
site  of  two  of  the  most  famous  sieges  of  the  Anglo-Mysore  Wars  (in  1 792  and  1799). 

The  Siege  of  Seringapatam  (5  April  -  4  May  1799)  was  the  final  confrontation  of  the  Fourth  Anglo-Mysore  War  between  the  British  East  India  Company 
and  the  Kingdom  of  Mysuru.  The  British  achieved  a  decisive  victory  after  breaching  the  walls  of  the  fortress  at  Seringapatam  and  storming  the  citadel. 
Tipu  Sultan,  Mysuru's  ruler,  was  killed  in  the  action.  The  British  restored  the  Wodeyar  dynasty  to  the  throne  after  the  victory,  but  retained  indirect 
control  of  the  kingdom. 

Pictures:  Entrance  of  Seringapatam  fort  (above,  left).  Place  where  Tipu’s  body  was  found  (above,  right),  Inside  view  of  Colonel  Baillie’s  Dungeon 
(below,  left)  and  Memorial  Tower  (below,  right). 
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cyft  cf^rfecb  ft>  fftFl  ft  ft-aRT  1 1  ^FT  ftt  ^ftftfRR  qft  3l1ftF  7RR  FTlft  ft>  feH?  F^fft  R£R  3ft  ftFlft  cTSTT  Hd<Jd  ulolimK  3K-MM  3TTRR  3ft 

wiciPiiii  «nfr  1 1  Fnft  fttFft  ftRR  33  ^ftctwui  f  |  q^r  y^ioift  ft  g^fu  Rcpftt  33  fwrt  t  f^m^r  cFft,  3t?t  fft3Fft  t|t  cftft  3ft  3ftft  r#  1 1 
3TFft  y^HHf  %  tgrft  m  RR  Rift  3ft  Rtftft  Tift  1 1  1J3  WT  Tl  ft  RRftft  eFft  §ft  cRIT  FT  fftlft  ft  fftft  cR  FRFlt  FT  ftftt  3R  y^RT  3Rft  %  ^ 
33cft  aft  I  7£Flft  gR  cR  qf3ft  33  YT^cTT  XR  ftft  %  RT337  3ft  gIRW  f  f^RT^f  ftftft  ftF  RFft  FST 1 1  ftlrtWftl  %  fcR  ^Kcflcj|^|  £,  fftRtft  3ft  IR?  1 1 

3TFft  'fft  cfit  XR  xjpft  ft  3ft  ftftft  r£  ^  ftlT  f 3TT  £ 1  XRl£  3ft  ftftgT^  fftF-fftF  t,  3xf  wft  XR  50  TR  IR  ftlftt  £ 1  r£  ft  xfty);  q£  3FR  xr  XR  WNpift) 
3ft  ftRRT  f  XJRft  3R  XR  ft3RT  333  f 3TT  3R3T  t,  fftTlft  3jft  ^Tlft  fftqft  3ft  373R  t,  fftRT  XR  3F  fcRTTR  TR  337  |TRT  1 1  3cftTR  3ft  3ft  aiWI  ftsft  fp 
R3cTT  £  fft  GT^cfff,  ftpft  3ft  RlR  ft  3T3  ^ft  ftt3RT  333131  33T  sq  |  3RR  W3f  XR  fft^fteft  ft  TRftift  %  333  t,  XRRJ  cTRR  ft  33333  3ft  xj#3  ftfftFT 
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fftF  :  '54tFT  %  FRfftft  (^RR),  '3ftFR  Tfft  ftRRf  ft  cFjft  (ftlft) 


16.  Mudgal  Fort 

Mudgal  fort  is  situated  in  the  Raichur  district  of  Karnataka.  Mudgal  has  strong  fortifications  of  stone  walls  and  strong  circular  bastions  of  irregular 
shape.  It  has  a  double  wall  fortification.  The  first  entrance  has  strong  wooden  gate  with  long  projecting  iron  spikes.  At  the  outer  gateway  column,  there 
are  four  hooked  iron  chains.  Originally  they  were  longer,  they  were  probably  meant  to  tie  across  the  gateway  for  protection.  The  second  gate  is  entered 
through  horn-shaped  arrangement  and  has  guard  rooms  on  either  side.  The  battlements  are  strong  with  machicolation. 

The  outer  fort  has  a  wide  moat,  which  is  filled  with  water.  The  width  of  the  moat  varies,  being  as  much  as  50  yards  at  several  places.  Behind  the  moat, 
there  is  a  scarp  with  a  row  of  bastions  and  after  that,  a  narrow  covered  passage  and  adjoining  it  the  counter  scarp  with  very  massive  bastions.  From  the 
arrangement  of  the  existing  fort,  it  is  apparent  that  the  fort  was  rebuilt  after  the  inventions  of  guns.  The  courses  of  masonry  at  several  places  are  of  Hindu 
style,  but  the  arch-shaped  parapet  is  of  Muslim  design.  The  moat  and  the  row  of  bastions  together  offer  a  pleasing  view. 

Mudgal  was  originally  an  outpost  of  the  Kakatiya  kingdom.  It  passed  hands  from  the  Yadavas  to  the  Delhi  Sultans,  Vijayanagar  and  the  Bahamani 
kingdom.  When  Adil  Shahi  kingdom  was  established,  the  fort  was  part  of  the  kingdom.  The  Adil  Shahs  rebuilt  it  and  strengthened  the  defences  of  the 
fort.  Several  inscriptions  at  Mudgal  fort  belong  to  Bijapur  rulers  like  Ali  Adil  Shah  I  ( 1 558-80)  and  Ibrahim  Adil  Shah  II  ( 1 580- 1 627). 

Pictures:  Ramparts  of  Mudgal  fort  (above)  and  merlons  in  the  walls  of  Mudgal  fort  (below). 
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17.  vjHMMK  <ff 
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:  vTRTcT[R1R  RR  ^RcRff  ^?R  (RTR),  o1UIc1I4I4  R^f  rr  y^|  (r)^) 


17.  Jamalabad  Fort 

Jamalabad  fort,  located  8  kms  north  of  Beltangadi  town,  (approximately  65  kms  from  Mangaluru)  is  1788  ft  above  sea  level  and  was  formerly  called 
Narasimha  Ghada,  which  refers  to  the  granite  hill  on  which  the  fort  is  built.  It  is  also  referred  to  locally  as  'Jamalagadda'. 

The  fort  is  inaccessible  other  than  via  a  narrow  path,  with  nearly  1 876  steps  to  the  fort  that  are  cut  out  of  the  granite  hill  and  lead  all  the  way  to  the  top 
through  the  fort  to  the  summit. 

Inside  the  citadel  there  is  only  one  tank  to  store  water  and  the  remains  of  a  single  cannon  on  the  hillock.  Nothing  much  of  the  fort  remains  except  hints  of 
the  fort  wall  with  parapets.  The  fort  was  built  by  Tipu  Sultan  in  1 794  and  named  after  his  mother,  Jamalabee.  The  fort  is  said  to  have  been  built  over  the 
ruins  of  an  older  structure.  The  fort  was  captured  by  the  British  in  1 799  during  the  Fourth  Anglo-Mysore  war. 


Pictures:  A  distant  view  of  Jamalabad  fort  (above)  and  entrance  of  Jamalabad  fort  (below). 
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18.  <£*f 
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ft~3  :  ^UdPedl  ftFtFTFttlFRFFFFIf?F  (WR,  Wlf),  ttf '^crlH  WFFFT-STH  (FFR,  FR),  tcH^eeil  ft  ^  TFT  SliclRcb  f^ZT  (tt^T) 


18.  Devanahalli  Fort 

Devanahalli  fort  is  located  approximately  35  kms  north  of  Bengaluru  city,  in  Karnataka.  The  present  fort  was  built  of  stone  by  Hyder  Ali  and  Tipu 
Sultan.  It  is  spread  over  an  area  of  20  acres.  The  roughly  oval  east  oriented  fortification  veneered  with  dressed  masonry  has  as  many  as  12  semi-circular 
bastions  at  regular  intervals.  A  spacious  battlement  is  provided  towards  the  inner  side  of  the  fortification.  The  fort  has  entrances  decorated  with  cut 
plasterwork  at  the  east  and  west.  The  entrances  are  quite  small,  comfortable  enough  for  the  horses  of  yore.  The  bastions  are  provided  with  gun  points 
built  with  lime  and  brick.  The  house  in  which  Tipu  and  Hyder  Ali  lived  also  exists  till  date.  The  house  of  Dewan  Pumaiah,  a  high  ranking  official  in 
Hyder  Ali  and  Tipu  Sultan's  court,  is  also  located  inside  the  fort. 

It  was  originally  built  in  1 50 1  by  Mallabairegowda,  and  it  remained  in  the  hands  of  his  descendants  until  the  mid-eighteenth  century.  In  1 749,  the  then 
Dalwai  of  Mysuru,  Nanjarajaiah,  attacked  the  fort  and  occupied  it. 

Later,  the  fort  passed  into  the  hands  of  Hyder  Ali  and  subsequently  Tipu  Sultan.  In  1791,  Lord  Cornwallis  laid  siege  to  the  fort  and  took  its  possession 
during  the  Anglo-Mysore  War. 


Pictures:  A  view  of  outer  wall  of  Devanahalli  fort  (above,  left),  birth  place  of  Tipu  Sultan  (above,  right)  and  inside  view  of  remains  of  Devanahalli  fort 
(below). 
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19.  f^nsf^r 
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rf  R^f  wp  ^  re  1 1 .8  res  ^  atn  r^ket  fsn  1 1  rf  cRetfr  <f>  eiicT  nfnft  Ram  e!  ret  i|3tt  1 1  fe#  rte  sRnnnf  t,  rf  rrt  ett^  ei  Rrt  |>3TT  t 
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Rm  :  Rmfn  ngf  nn  gnnn  g?n  (rir)  n  Ffm  RFnR  nn  n^n  n-ann  (^fR) 


19.  MirjanFort 

Mirjan  Fort  is  built  using  Islamic  and  Portuguese  technology  making  it  one  of  the  strongest  and  biggest  forts  in  North  Kannada  district  of  Karnataka. 
Situated  on  the  west  coast  of  Karnataka,  it  was  a  well-known  port  frequented  by  the  Roman  merchants  between  1  st  and  3rd  centuries  C.E.  mentioned  by 
Pliny,  77  C.E.  and  Periplus,  247  C.E.  This  port  town  played  a  dominant  role  in  the  maritime  trade  for  items  like  black  pepper,  cinnamon  and  Arabian 
horses.  However,  it  was  only  in  17th  century  that  Shareef-ul-Mulk  (1608-1640),  a  feudatory  of  the  Adil  Shahi  Sultan  of  Bijapur,  got  this  fort 
constructed.  After  the  fall  of  Vijayanagar  empire  this  fort  successively  went  into  the  hands  of  the  Bahamani  Sultans,  Adil  Shahis  of  Bijapur,  a  small 
ruling  family  of  Uttara  Kannada  region,  the  Portuguese,  Hyder  and  Tipu  and  finally  the  British. 

The  fort  is  spread  over  an  elevated  mound  with  an  area  of  1 1 .8  acres.  Built  out  of  laterite  blocks,  it  has  four  entrances  and  is  surrounded  by  a  moat  to 
which  water  is  continuously  supplied  by  the  nearby  stream  Kudurehalla.  There  are  eleven  circular  bastions  all  around  with  series  of  merlons  and  gun 
holes  above  the  walls.  Within  the  forts  are  structures  and  other  remains,  one  such  structure  appears  to  have  housed  the  administrative  offices.  There  is 
also  a  chamber  which  was  possibly  used  for  storing  explosives.  There  are  underground  passages  and  about  2  wells  with  stone  lining  dug  inside  of  the 
fort.  Because  of  its  long  historical  importance,  Mirjan  fort  has  been  declared  as  a  protected  monument  by  the  Archaeological  Survey  of  India. 


Pictures:  Wide  view  of  Mirjan  fort  (above),  Ramparts  of  Mirjan  fort  (below). 
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20.  mFm4r  <^4 
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20.  Wagangera  Fort 

Wagangera  was  a  place  of  historical  importance  in  Shorapur  taluk  during  1 6th- 1 8th  century.  It  finds  its  place  in  the  pages  of  Indian  history  for  the  battle  which  took 
place  between  the  Raja  of  Shorapur  and  Emperor  Aurangzeb.  Wagangera  contains  the  ruins  of  a  well  constructed  fort  which  at  the  time  of  the  Raja  was  considered  to  be 
invincible.  It  lies  7  kms  to  the  west  of  Shorapur  town  and  1 2  kms  to  the  north  of  the  river  Krishna.  The  fort  known  as  Padukote  is  to  the  west  of  the  village  and  fort  known 
as  Hosakila  is  to  the  east.  Between  these  two  forts  there  is  a  large  reservoir  known  as  Anesondikeri  which  serves  as  a  moat  to  the  fort. 

The  fort  is  rectangular  in  plan  and  measures  350  m  by  240  m.  It  has  two  distinct  courts,  upper  court  on  the  east  and  lower  court  on  the  west.  The  main  approach  to  the  fort 
is  on  the  east  with  a  large  number  of  structures.  The  upper  court  occupies  the  elevated  area  that  serves  as  a  citadel.  The  fort  wall  is  built  with  dressed  granite  blocks  and  is 
plastered  on  both  sides.  The  wall  measures  4  m  to  5  m  in  height  and  1 .5  m  in  thickness. 

The  fort  wall  can  be  divided  into  total  9  bastions  and  two  gates.  North  and  south  wall  divides  the  fort  into  two  courts  and  it  has  a  gate  in  the  middle.  The  fort  has  three 
gates  one  each  on  the  eastern,  western  and  southern  walls.  These  gateways  are  similar  on  plan  and  consist  of  arched  openings,  a  semi  circular  bastion  on  sides,  a  barbican 
court  and  raised  platforms  flanking  the  passage.  The  wall  is  built  with  the  blocks  having  floral  and  geometrical  decorations  and  also  has  fragments  of  pillars  and  capital 
blocks  etc  of  Hindu  temples. 

A  mosque  is  located  to  the  west  of  the  Ram  Darwaza.  It  is  rectangular  in  plan  and  measures  24  m  by  1 3  m.  It  has  a  prayer  hall  and  an  open  court  and  the  rectangular  open 
court  is  surrounded  by  70  cm  thick  and  1  m  high  wall.  It  has  entrances  on  the  eastern  and  southern  sides.  Both  the  exterior  and  interior  walls  are  plastered.  Two  graves  are 
situated  in  open  court. 

Pictures:  Adistant  view  of  Wagangera  fort  (above)  and  Ruins  of  well  inside  Wagangera  fort  (below). 
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21.  Basavakalyan  Fort 

Basavakalyana  fort  is  located  in  Bidar  district  of  Karnataka.  Its  historic  importance  is  dated  to  the  10th  century.  The  capital  of  Later  Chalukyas  was 
shifted  from  Manyakheta  to  Kalyana  that  is  why  it  is  also  known  as  Kalyana  fort.  Basavakalyana  with  its  fort  was  the  centre  of  a  great  social  and 
religious  movement,  in  the  1 2th  century,  because  of  Basaveshwara,  the  social  reformer.  He  fought  against  caste  system  and  the  orthodoxy  in  Hinduism. 

The  fort  is  strategically  built  as  a  defence  structure  in  an  unobtrusive  setting,  which  is  not  visible  till  the  enemy  is  at  close  quarters  of  the  fort.  This  gives 
advantage  for  the  defence  forces  holed  up  in  the  fort  to  repulse  enemy  attacks.  The  fort  was  made  defensively  complex  with  guard  rooms  and  barbicans, 
which  was  a  novelty  at  that  time.  It  consists  of  three  concentric  irregular  fort  walls. 

The  main  door  to  the  citadel  is  known  as  the  'Akhand  Darwaza'buHt  with  four  red  stone  slabs.  From  the  doorway,  up  a  flight  of  steps  is  the  passage  to  the 
Rajmahal  (mostly  in  ruins).  However,  the  ceiling  in  the  palace  hall  displays  colourful  designs.  The  central  wall  in  the  hall  has  patterns  of  vases  and  urns. 
Within  the  fort  precincts  one  finds  a  platform  used  during  Muharram  prayers,  or  could  be  a  royal  courtyard  used  by  king  for  relaxing  purposes. 

This  is  one  fort  where  one  can  see  varieties  of  cannons,  some  artistic  and  intricately  designed.  Some  of  them  are  short  and  stubby  but  the  size  of  the  bore 
is  really  large  and  impressive.  A  close  look  at  the  handles  of  the  cannons  is  needed  to  analyse  the  design  engraved  on  it.  Most  of  them  are  fish  shaped. 
One  biggest  cannon  has  similarities  to  the  cannon  in  Bijapur,  the  one  that’s  supposed  to  be  an  alloy  of  five  metals.  The  alloy  has  certain  qualities-  does 
not  heat  in  the  hottest  of  weathers,  does  not  corrode,  can  withstand  the  worst  of  nature's  forces.  This  cannon  is  almost  in  the  original  condition,  the  swivel 
action  still  works. 

Pictures:  View  of  Basavakalyana  fort  (above),  inside  view  of  Raj-Mahal  (below,  left)  and  ruins  of  Rangin  Mahal  (below,  right). 
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22.  Yadgiri  Fort 

Yadgiri  fort  is  one  of  the  largest  forts  of  Karnataka.  Remarkable  architecture  and  building  planning  are  the  key  features  of  this  fort.  The  fort  is  built  over 
a  massive  monolith  measuring  about  850m  long,  500m  wide  and  100  m  high.  It  was  ruled  by  the  Kalyana  Chalukyas,  Yadavas,  Cholas,  Bahmani 
Sultans,  Adil  Shahis  and  the  Nizams.  According  to  sources,  five  inscriptions  of  various  time  periods  have  been  found  in  this  fort.  As  per  the  inscription 
situated  close  to  the  fort  entrance,  Yadgiri  fort  was  built  by  a  person  named  Jagannath  from  Sagar,  a  village  in  Shahpur  taluq. 

In  terms  of  size  and  strength,  Yadgiri  fort  can  be  compared  to  Madhugiri,  Chitradurga,  Bellary,  and  Shahpur  forts.  All  these  forts  are  built  over  rocky 
hills  and  have  multiple  levels. 

Yadgiri  town  has  grown  around  the  northern  comer  of  the  hill  that's  where  the  fort  entrance  is  situated.  This  is  the  Mahadwara,  the  entrance  gate.  Beyond 
the  Mahadwara  are  a  series  of  gateways  which  is  nothing  but  a  security  measure.  The  whole  fortification  can  be  divided  on  the  basis  of  these  gateways 
from  outer  to  innermost.  After  entering  these  gates  a  long  path  going  uphill  with  towering  walls  to  the  left  and  deep  stone  lined  water  tanks  to  the  right 
with  Yadgiri  Lake  in  the  background  is  picturesque.  Yadgiri  had  plenty  of  resources  for  fresh  water,  within  and  outside  the  fort. 

The  north-west  comer  of  the  hill  is  located  on  the  edge  of  the  plateau  and  there  are  two  or  three  turrets.  One  of  the  turrets  with  cannon  has  an  Arabian  or 
Persian  inscription  at  the  tail-end.  In  the  vicinity  are  several  cannons  lying  about.  Also  there's  a  big  rectangular  structure  which  might  have  been  soldiers 
barracks.  There  is  a  pair  of  massive  bastions  connected  by  rampart  walls  with  a  small  passage  in  it.  That  is  the  western  entrance  to  this  fort.  All  the  sides 
and  entrances  are  armed  with  cannons.  This  suggests  it  was  surely  a  well  guarded  fort. 

Pictures:  A  distant  view  of  Yadgiri  fort  (above),  Entrance  to  Yadgiri  fort  (below,  left)  and  mins  of  Palace  Complex  (below,  right). 
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23.  Jaladurga  Fort 

Jaladurga  is  a  fortified  village  in  Raichur  district  in  the  state  of  Karnataka.  The  Add  Shahi  Kings  of  Bijapur  built  the  fort.  A  group  of  islands  are  formed  by 
the  river  Krishna.  In  fact  river  Krishna  defines  the  district  borders  of  Raichur  and  Yadgiri.  Jaladurga  occupies  the  western  tip  of  the  island. 
Jala  +  Durga  =  water  +  fort,  also  known  as  Dweepadurga  too  (Dweepa  +  Durga  =  island  +  fort).  The  Krishna  river  flows  east  side  around  the  hill  and  the 
approach  from  surrounding  areas  is  difficult,  hence  it  is  an  ideal  place  for  a  fort.  The  fort  is  in  ruined  status.  On  top  of  the  fort,  at  one  point  of  time,  there  was 
a  palace  and  a  cellar. 

On  the  southern  edge  there  is  a  high  rise  structure.  Also  there  is  tower  built  to  provide  unrestricted  view  of  the  fort  and  the  island.  The  fort  ruins  can  be 
seen  from  the  base  of  the  hill  going  right  up  to  the  summit.  In  fact  this  is  the  highest  point  of  the  fort  as  well  as  the  island.  There  are  a  few  tombs  of  the 
kings  with  no  identification;  there  is  Sangameshwara  Matha,  and  a  temple  of  Yellamma.  The  sides  of  the  river  Krishna  is  not  sandy,  it  is  full  of  smooth 
boulders  and  it  is  called  Mandhana  Maduvu.  At  Jaladurga  there  is  a  small  stone  inscription  written  in  Urdu  and  Devanagariscript.  According  to  local 
belief,  there  is  a  box  like  stone  hidden  in  the  river,  which  contain  about  one  lakh  verses  of  the  great  saint  Basavanna  and  are  yet  to  be  discovered  by  rest  of 
the  world. 

This  fort  is  built  in  a  roughly  hexagonal  layout  with  harbours  on  the  opposite  sides.  With  the  temple  at  the  centre,  the  main  streets  run  in  a  radial  way 
surrounded  by  paramount  buildings  such  as  royal  palaces,  mansions  of  ministers,  public  offices,  buildings  of  nobles,  houses  of  Brahmins.  Almost  all  the 
basic  safety  measures  for  the  inmates  and  fatal  obstacles  to  the  incoming  enemies  have  been  thought  of,  thus  making  it  a  very  secure  fort. 

Pictures:  Wide  view  of  Jaladurga  fort  (above)  and  one  of  the  bastions  of  Jaladurga  fort  above  Krishna  river  (below). 
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^f  F?1  41  dK  yjcpt  d^l  3ftR  SFJFkRI  RT  RTR?T  ft  1 1  FcF^t  RFFRyitFTR  RRRR  4tFTR  TOMd:  WT  RT^t  RTTeft  1 1  W  R^yT  FTRcTF  3  3T^fcT  cTRT  14  Rid  1 1 
^16^1  %  fefXJ  TRP  FFmi?ll  f  Rrr)  TRF  RERfr  RRT  Ft  3RR  RfTF  f  f^R%  ThtTR  FR  %  RfRTft  t  RRR;  f^R  RTF#  eft  RRF  Fcitft  Fftl  1 1 

cflRTeT  RTF  3  RFT  ^Rft  F?T  3TIR  fF  Ft  R^qi  dlvjFq  RftR  1 1  F^f  %  fttRR  'JJRftTR  RftR  FR  fcjRTTeT  RTFTeT  1 1  ^RTRT  rRr,  Mt  'THHH  dlddl  RSF  RTF  FF  t, 
%  RJ^JF  ^  cf?|-  ijRf  RllRd  1 1  Rrrft  rIr  RFf  tt  dcgd  ^  RcRT  cjR^  R  TRf)  RtFT  RT  fcTTOFTR  tlett  FR  RTOffrT  rRr  1 1  ^R  f^TRTFR  RFT  ^ft  Rf^R  1 1 

R^JF"  ^  RTRt  3tk  FR^t  tt  ^RTR  '^JcTRIR  Rf^R  F?t  RRFRT  t,  f^RRftt  R?  FR?  FRRtviRTR  ’jf^RT  F^tt  ft  ^  Rft  3TF  KRR~Ft  R^ft  1 1  fcTRTR  Rf^F  F>t 
FTRfRRT  RRT  ffrTFKR  3RTIRRJT  RR  3  RvgRFt  Rf^Ff  <f>  RRTR  1 1  RlrlRxt),  ft  ^  #F  hRr4,  RTF  RFRTF  cTRT  Ft  FT#  1 1  RF  YftFT  FR  RTR  ft  3TR^ 
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Pra  :  cffFRR  ft  FR  fRT  (RTR?),  fdRTR  RftF  rRrF  (ttt) 


24.Torgal  Fort 

Located  in  the  Ramdurg  taluq  on  the  bank  of  river  Malaprabha  is  located  Hale  Torgal.  After  the  fall  of  Vijayanagar,  Torgal  came  under  the  Mughals  and 
Marathas.  It  is  believed  that  Shivaji  also  built  or  expanded  a  fort  here.  Two  Persian  inscriptions  have  been  found  on  the  walls  of  the  fort.  One  is  of  the 
days  of  Ibrahim  dated  1535,  speaking  of  the  construction  perhaps  extension  of  the  construction  of  the  fort  by  one  Ismail,  son  of  Abdul  Aziz.  Another 
inscription  with  a  few  Kannada  lines  at  the  bottom  is  the  Ibrahim  II  of  1 583,  it  speaks  of  the  construction  again  perhaps  of  another  part  of  the  fort. 

Fort  is  located  on  hilly  terrain  along  the  bank  of  river  Malaprabha.  It  has  got  two  gateways,  one  faces  west  while  the  other  north-east.  The  one  on  the 
north-east  is  the  main  entrance  of  the  fort.  Wall  of  the  fort  is  decorated  with  motifs  and  designs.  Light  carving  on  stone  wall  is  very  common  here.  Some 
of  the  designs  are  really  unique  and  peculiar  for  example  there  is  a  carving  of  a  fish  and  two  creatures  and  their  body  looks  like  swan  but  the  head  looks 
like  snake. 

The  Torgal  village  has  twin  Chalukyan  temples  facing  each  other.  Bhutanatha  Temple  complex  within  the  fort  is  a  huge  site.  Other  temple  with  a  similar 
plan  and  size  has  a  Devi  image  installed  in  the  Garbhagriha.  While  entering  the  complex  from  the  north  gate,  there  is  a  small  Ganapati  shrine  of 
Vijayanagar  style.  All  together  there  are  nine  temples  here.  Of  these  only  Bhutanatha  has  sculpture  around  its  Garbhagriha  and  its  parapets  have  some 
erotic  sculptures  which  have  been  damaged.  Architecture  and  some  sculptures  of  Bhuthnatha  temple  are  strikingly  similar  to  Khajuraho  temples.  Apart 
from  these  temples,  the  fort  has  three  mosques,  four  dargahs  and  two  tombs.  This  small  fort  village  is  an  interesting  tourist  spot  because  of  its  old 
monuments,  temples  and  statues  and  also  reflect  the  historical  events  that  have  taken  place  during  the  bygone  era. 


Pictures:  View  of  Torgal  fort  (above)  and  Bhutanatha  Temple  complex  (below). 
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25.  ftF^FT 

ftFRT  t|ft  TJR  FFR  Qfcl^lRHch  PFRR  ft  FR  RFfcR  cR  qftdch  3FRftR  1 1  FF  ftFRT  j^ft  %  FR  ft  ftt  RIFT  vSTTeTT  1 1  FF  ftRFTF  ft  50  fftxftt. 
ft)  P[ft  R?  FR  t|kc|IF  ft  32  fft.ft).  ft)  ^ft  FT  fftlF  ft 1  fft|=T  ftdRI  jjft,  Tift)  ftFRT  %  ft^FT  ft  fftft  Fft  FFR  TFFFFT  ftFft  RT  RTTaft  ft 1  ?W  FFR  ftFR 
F^ft  cil^RlcM  ft  fftpr  ft)  Fft)  ft,  Rfftj  FF  FR  TTTFF  cTaTT  Rf^RTT  TFRF  RT  FcTlR  1 1 

FF  F/ft  cfpft)  3TfftFTR  FfTft)  FFFT  ft  fftfftrt  ft  ftfftF  cjftHR  ft  FF  TR  fckSiR  %  3TRTR  FF5  Fft)  ft 1  fft  %  ftft)  3TP?  ftlft)  ftlFTT  ft  FcRFF  FFT  Tft  ft  I 
3RT?  FR  RftR  fT#F  ft  fftft  TTft)  ftFRT  RFRTR  fF  FSTF  RT  ftypft  %  fcR  FFFR  ft  RTcfT  ft)  |  FF  frftR  ft)  ftgFTR  3TF  Fft)  ft)  Reft  |  FTT  fft  ft  t^b 
TJRT  FRTR  (FTTFFT)  fftnft)  RRTft  ftfFTft  100  ftfc  X  30  ftfts  aft  ftft  FF  ftlRF  ft  TRF)  FT  fftRT  f3TT  R  FTFJ  3TF  TRft  FR  FF  Fftff  ft) FFT  fft)  Fft  f 
3fk  ?TT  fft  ft  tt^  yTFFlcTF  ft)  ft  fftrrft  FF?)f  %  fiftr  FfftF  FTfft  ftft  d delft',  FTFf  FR  FTRft)  %  FTFTft  $cFlfft  Tft  Fft  1 1 
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ftftft  M  FTe[ft  fft-RF  ft  RTTTFT  RTft  RTlffteT  Fft  Rft  1 1  FFR  R^R  ft  RfftcR  ?RTTfft  %  fcR  r|  ftr  RRR  Fft  RRRT  Fft  F^  ®ft  fftrft  "RRR  FFR' 
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25.  KitturChennamma  Fort 

Chennamma  fort  is  a  great  historical  monument  and  tourist  attraction  in  Karnataka.  It  is  also  known  as  Kittur  Chennamma  fort.  This  fort  is  situated  at  a 
distance  of  50  kilometres  from  Belgaum  and  from  Dharwad  it  is  located  at  a  distance  of  32  kilometres.  The  Kittur  Chennamma  Fort  stands  as  an 
evidence  of  the  great  Freedom  struggle  that  was  led  by  Rani  Chennamma.  It  is  not  just  important  from  archaeological  point  of  view  but  also  stands  as  a 
symbol  of  bravery  and  women's  pride. 

The  fort  is  constructed  out  of  black  basalt  rock  but  at  present  it  is  nothing  but  a  ruin.  The  low  wall  on  both  sides  of  the  fort  has  tiny  embankments.  In  the 
interior  of  it  lies  an  ancient  telescope  through  which  Rani  Chennamma  used  to  watch  the  Dhruva  Nakshatra  or  the  Pole  Star  in  the  morning.  But  the 
telescope  is  poorly  maintained.  It  had  a  beautiful  porch  which  measured  100  feet  by  30  feet  which  was  supported  by  teak  pillars.  But  now  the  pillar  is 
removed  together  with  its  roof.  A  museum  is  also  present  in  Kittur  which  exhibits  some  antique  pieces  like  swords,  shields,  wooden  doors  etc. 

A  moat  runs  right  around  the  perimeter  of  the  wall.  Probably  the  moat  was  fed  by  water  from  a  lake  close  to  the  eastern  wall.  Bastions  flanking  the 
gateway  are  restored  and  plastered  with  a  thick  layer  of  cement-sand  mixture.  Within  the  Palace  complex  a  huge  hall  structure  was  built  mainly  for  the 
conference  purpose  and  called  as  Palace  Durbar  or  conference  hall.  This  fort  is  not  just  symbolic  for  its  architectural  designs  but  also  stands  as 
reminiscence  to  the  great  revolt  against  the  British  after  the  introduction  of  the  Doctrine  of  Lapse. 


Pictures:  Ruins  of  Palace  Complex  inside  Chennamma  fort  (above)  and  another  view  of  ruins  of  Palace  Complex  inside  Chennamma  fort  (below). 
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